Henry stepped inside a room built very ingeniously into the cavern.  Long, thin windows were set into rock walls, with a type of glass similar to the water-filled tubes in his uncle's shed.  They were not lit with eerie green fluid however; instead, these faced out on to the sheer cliffs on the other side of the inlet, and gave a perfect view of them through a jagged lip of rock full of holes the size of dinner plates.
Scattered around the floor and shelves were more of his uncle’s worm drawings, and on the large, low table in the center of the room, were scrolls and scraps of paper in worm code.  More messages, and for what purpose?
As he passed beneath a silver bird that hung from the ceiling, a platform in front of the opening to the cave slowly rose from the ground, sealing off the entrance.  Henry looked around and took several careful backward steps beneath the bird again, and the platform lowered itself open.  When he was completely sure he would not be trapped, he began to look around.

Though there were plenty of worm drawings, Henry noticed that this room did not have the elaborate set of worm trays.  Where were they?
He stood up and examined a free standing bulletin board, with a map pinned to it.  
Alongside it, hung a large telescope.  A table with a kettle and several cups stood nearby.

He went over to the trunk and a yellow worm fell from the lock.  As he Henry opened it, a musty, slightly fishy smell filled his nostrils. Henry was staring at bundles of money.  

He heard an odd plinking sound coming from deep within the walls, as if hail or very heavy rain was pounding in from the cave walls.  The room grew dimmer.

He turned around and saw yellow worms spilling into the tubes.  They stopped once a thin layer had filled the bottom of the tube, and began to crawl up the glass to line up neatly.
Suddenly the worms scurried back through tubes into the rock.  He heard a different kind of rumbling and felt the platform beginning to move again.  Henry concealed himself behind a tall stack of boxes and waited.
A familiar voice called into the cavern, “Henry?  Are you here?” 

“Anna!” he said in relief, “How did you get here?”
“Fidelis tracked you to a little fake tree,” she said,  “Is it safe to come in.”

“Yes, I’ve tested the entrance,” he answered, “It’s easy to come and go.”

Anna stepped into the room and the platform slowly rose behind her.

“What is this place?” she asked.
Her eyes fell on an intricate drawing of worms on the wall.

“More worm drawings?” she asked, her eyes growing wide.
“Yes,” Henry told her of the worms in the walls, and showed her what he had already seen. He also shared that he felt sure his uncle had been spending time there and had been watching something through the windows while recording what he saw in numbers and mysterious worm language.
“Anna,” he said, “Look at this map.  Caverns and tunnels, all leading from this cave.”
Anna scrutinized the map.  The shoreline is very detailed, Henry.  Seems to me he’s watching it,” noted Anna, “I think that’s part of the Upwardly Mobile Property.”
“The Upwardly Mobile property?” he repeated, and their eyes met.  On the other side of the inlet was a very expensive resort for teenagers; only the most elite children had an opportunity to go there.  Every kid in the vicinity knew about it.  There always seemed to be something interesting going on there; helicopters would fly participants in on weekends for backpacking, camping, rock climbing, hang gliding. But no one local had ever been allowed in there; along its boundaries of sea and forest, it was surrounded by high electric fences, barbed wire, watchtowers and vicious dogs.  

Imagining his uncle with his simple ways having any interest in Upwardly Mobile seemed absurd.

“No, it has to be something else.  He’d never care about a place like that.”
“Oh, yeah?” said Anna, pointing to a stack of dark blue leather folders on a shelf.  She pulled one down, and opened it with an impressive stiff crack.  A silky tissue fluttered out on to the floor as she pulled a long ribbon of gold silk from the first page.
“What’s that?” asked Henry.

“It’s an Upwardly Mobile brochure,” answered Anna, “I recognized the fancy cover right away.  My mother gets one every year, too.  She’d love us to go.  But, without connections you can’t get in.”
“Lucky for you,” commented Henry, “Bunch of snobs, anyway.”

“Looks like your uncle has been collecting one every year.  Look at this stack of brochures.”

“Why would someone like him care about a place like that?” repeated Henry.
Anna thought for a moment and looked down at the brochure.   All at once her face lit up.
“Wait . . . Camp Patagonia!  Oh, Henry, that’s it. . Listen to this . . . I’ve read it lots of times . . .
The Upwardly Mobile Youth Program is situated on the grounds formerly known as Camp Patagonia,. . . 
Henry, this is the same camp your uncle went to.  The one in the diary.”
“Over there?  That property that this room looks at?”

“Yes.”

“We don’t know for sure what exactly he’s looking at,” said Henry, “He could be looking at birds, or the tides, or . . .”
“Henry, this is too much of a coincidence.  We find a diary from 60 years ago --- about that camp.  Your uncle ends up living almost next door to it.  He’s still writing in some strange language that all started at that camp.  It’s as if he has been looking for something since he left that camp.  But what?”

Henry couldn’t think.  As he was trying to make sense of what was happening, they were both distracted by an odd plinking sound coming from the tubes.  They turned their heads in time to see a few hundred worms slowly making their way up the glass.  As always, the worms made neat, elegant  rows.
Henry exchanged a look with Anna.

“I guess it’s our turn,” she said.

Henry grabbed a pencil and a notebook from the table, and handed them to Anna.

“Get ready to write,” he said, pulling his uncle’s diary from his pocket.

The worms appeared to wriggle with an almost sickening pleasure as they lined up in rows.  Slowly, and deliberately Anna wrote up the shapes, and Henry began translating them.  After what seemed a very long time, the worms vanished.  They were left with this message.
A bridge without water
Snuffs out the night and takes away

The dark of the world
A bird’s ribs are hollow
To stab you in your fall.

Cross the inlet and die as you seek.

Henry and Anna sat in silence for a moment.  Already they hated the worms’ messages, they never made much sense and were always so dark and nasty.
“How could your uncle have listened to those horrible messages for so long?” asked Anna.

“I don’t know.  I sure wish I knew what was over there,” said Henry, looking out the window.
“You’ll probably never know,” exclaimed Anna, “I just told you.  You have to be somebody to even get through the gates to Camp Patagonia.”

[messengers]

“Well,” he answered, “We have to find some way to get under them. Let’s go.”
He stood up and walked beneath the bird.  The platform didn’t move.  He walked back and forth several times, each time more purposefully than the time before,
“Oh, no!” cried Henry.

“What’s wrong?” cried Anna.

“The platform,” he said, “It’s not coming up”

“Henry, what are you talking about?”

“The entrance,” he said, “Is controlled by a platform and the thing isn’t moving.”

Henry heard the sound of something metal being dragged across the floor of the cave.  Fidelis looked at him guiltily.  He had the entire artificial tree in his mouth.  

“Oh, Fidelis!” cried Henry, “Anna, that’s the mechanism that opened the door for me.  Now he has it and the platform isn’t moving.”


“There must be a way to move the platform!” cried Anna, but as they looked around, the mechanism could not be found anywhere.

Now there’s one way out,” said Henry, moving toward the map, “Through these caverns --- “

“Anna,” said Henry, “Can’t you see?  

*    *   *

The creatures stumbled through the forest and felt their way blindly along the rocks.  

“We will go through the back entrance of the cave tonight.”

”I hate that entrance.”


“It’s closer”

As they entered the cave, Saumagen stopped again, sniffing.  “I smell . . . blood.”

“As do I,” said Bettelarm.

“Whose blood?” asked Rindskopf.

“We will have to wait,” answered Bettelarm, “Until one of us can see.  But I suspect we have a human visitor in our cave.”

*    *   *

Anna and Henry 
They both knew they had to somehow sneak in.  To their delight, guard dogs being loaded into the van.

“I don’t understand it,” said [old helper], “They all seem to be coming down with something.  Better talk to the vet.”

“What luck!” exclaimed Henry,

Description of the camp – old helper outside, sweeping.

Maybe throw something inside --- go to get it --- sparks come up around an invisible gate –robotic guard device comes out.

The followed the old helper up a thickly wooded trail until they reached a clearing, where the path dipped suddenly downward again.  At the bottom of the path stood an imposing steel and glass structure of four or five stories.  Above the entrance hung a circular sculpture with jagged points.

They go to the admissions room.  Very snobby.  Mrs. Harper Post is called.
About to write up report, when Oliver’s name comes up.  Total change of attitude.  (Should be messenger’s doing).    They know him, and it turns out he is a wealthy benefactor.  {insert a little info about Uncle Oliver’s character here} 

My uncle has had such a keen interest in this camp,” said Henry, “I’d like to come back as a camper some time.”

Immediately accepts Henry. 

Henry feels uncle has been vindicated.   

Offers to accept Anna to go, too.  Despite the cost, Mrs. Harper-Post can’t say no because of the honor.  When all looks good, she remembers to ask for Mark to go, too, and Anna and Henry are stuck with Mark going along, too.

Creatures:

Bathing their eyes

Aware the children are at the cavern

Not sure if this is a good thing or a bad thing

Messengers

Discussing the camp

Uncle facing fears to return

Could never find the strand because he’s fooled by the creatures lie

Should begin with a description of an Outward Bound brochure.

Must be an old helper there; someone to look up to

Also the energetic camp leader

ZAPPED “I’m not talking about sneaking in,” he said, “I am going to sign up.  Look at these applications.  I think my uncle wanted me to go.”

“Look at this money,” Henry answered, “It is my uncle’s and I am using it to find him.  If I make a mistake, I’ll pay him back if it takes the rest of my life.”

You are going to need a parent or a guardian to sign the permission form.  Henry was almost ready to give up at once, but Anna picked up the brochure knowingly and linked arms with him.

“If you provide the money,” she said, “I think I know how to convince my mother to  END OF ZAPPED
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She read:

Every year, good families make bad decisions. They send their children to camps, schools, or court-mandated programs that do nothing to instill the values that only money can provide. Upwardly Mobile Youth Challenge program is an answer for parents who wish their children to grasp their potential at home, at school, or in their community. This innovative educational and recreational program balances personal freedom (independence) with effective group interaction (interdependence), and leadership skills (dominance) helping the participant to understand that real freedom combines both a high level of individuality and subtle coercion suitable for a business environment. 


The Upwardly Mobile Youth Challenge program is aptly named. The first challenge for Upwardly Mobile participants is learning to make “correct” decisions. Vista students learn that personal choices have consequences. As well as being willing to try new things, to demonstrate responsible behavior, and to make a commitment to the program, each participant must draw on individual strengths and develop group dynamic skills to make the group’s expedition a success. Upwardly Mobile helps people develop new attitudes through personal challenge and group participation – the hallmark of all our programs – and the Vista course is no exception.  “finishing” – maybe play with that word

The course provides a lot of fun, too. Participants 9 to 14 years of age will share an awesome wilderness experience in the beautiful and rugged Coast Mountains as few have ever done before. Get ready to cover a lot of ground in two days. Your patrol will hike off the trail backpacking, camping, and setting up several temporary base camps as you travel in the forest, in the lush alpine meadows. (If you take the course in June, expect to camp and travel extensively on snow.) 
There will be ample opportunities to develop your mountaineering skills: you’ll spend a full day rock climbing and rappelling, improve your navigation skills using a map and compass, learn about snow travel, attempt several peak ascents, and spend some time “on solo” to reflect and set goals. But more than these important technical skills, you’ll learn effective teamwork and leadership. You’ll use these skills on your final expedition, to enable your group to successfully travel through mountainous terrain independent of your instructors. A service project enables your patrol to give back to the community. You’ll challenge and amaze yourself on this incredible weekend course.

Students will also have time for solo reflection. Students sleep in tents, cook meals over a camp stove, and practice minimum impact camping. Experienced instructors carefully monitor individual and group needs to provide a supportive environment in which students are challenged beyond their perceived physical and mental limitations.

Please note: The Vista Youth Challenge program is not boot camp or survival school. Nor is it therapy. We do not “fix” kids. We do not correct errant juvenile behavior. If a participant does not wish to be on our course, or is not prepared to follow instruction, he or she will be sent home.

