Thursday, September 26th - Tough day yesterday, due to our medical exams for the US consulate.   One of the babies in our group was diagnosed with a heart problem that may require surgery.  Since our group has gotten so close, it was devastating news for all of us.  This family has gone from a "normal" adoption to a "special needs" one --- more paperwork will be required and there were concerns she would not be able to fly home tomorrow.  This is not one of the babies from the Zhang Ping orphanage --- nor was it the baby who was rushed to the hospital in the middle of the night --- this is one of our babies who has been quite healthy and calm throughout our travels.  We love her and are very hopeful that things will work out.





We are particularly concerned about the situation, because the baby's dad is in Guangzhou alone right now.  The mom was with us the whole time in Fuzhou, but flew home a little early because of a special commitment.  Their baby seemed 100% fine and bonded to her father --- so there was nothing to suggest the mother should have stayed. It must be very hard for her to be back in States, getting this news via the phone.





Whoa, there are aspects of this trip that have been so difficult.  While the rest of us wrapped up our paperwork, the baby’s dad spent the afternoon in the hospital, and some more tests were run at a local hospital--- 





We decided to have a group dinner at the Thai restaurant, hoping that he was back from the hospital, so everyone could have a chance to see him and show support and concern.  During the evening, we suddenly heard a cry from the other end of the table --- it was a parent ---one of the babies had started to choke (the one who went to the hospital with the 105 fever).  The father was holding the baby upside down and the mother was screaming for help.  The busy restaurant fell silent --- finally the food was dislodged, the baby began to breathe.  Many of us were half-crying from sympathy (and overall exhaustion).





Greg and I talked late into the night yesterday -- we have never been through such intense experiences.  Everything that it is to be really human has happened --- offering help --- being helped --- looking beyond the trappings of the world into what it really means to be a member of the human race.  We have only known these children for a week, and yet there is no question that we will all do what we have to  . . . because we love them so much already.  








