(Greg tried something new with the photos; we’ll fix that tomorrow.)

Monday 9/15 - We learned some new Cantonese words today: umbrella, rain, gale force, typhoon  . . . when they say "rainy season" boy, do they mean it here in Hong Kong.  It has just been pouring.  I was wide awake last night between 2 and 4  a.m.  --- sat in an easy chair by the window just staring down at the deserted streets.  Sheets of water blowing by at 45 degree angles (so thick they obscure the neon signs across the street), palm trees bending like Hurricane Andrew footage, the occasional brave taxi driving by, circling the block in search of someone crazy (or unlucky) enough to be outside.

I kept thinking, tomorrow is your last day in an orphanage, Rachel; hang in there.

I finally drifted off about 2:15 a.m. and by the time I woke up the winds had died down.  It was still raining, though . . . hard.  We had a fortuitous (but brief) reprieve at Victoria Peak, but most of the day was spent schlepping around a very wet Hong Kong in a tour bus: Hong Kong Island, a jewelry factory, a harbor "cruise" in Aberdeen, the Stanley market, a (surprisingly mediocre) Chinese restaurant.* It's probably a good thing, though.  Most of us are still so dull and dopey from jet lag, we're not up to much else.  Every time the topic of our babies comes up though, faces brighten.  There are some really wonderful people in our group; you can just tell they are destined to be fabulous parents.  One family has brought their 5-year-old daughter along; she was adopted from China three years ago.  Her mother was telling us what her "Gotcha Day" was like . . . we hung on her every word, (even the ones that made us nervous!)  

We fly to Fuzhou at 11:30 tomorrow, and the babies will be brought to the Lakeside Hotel tomorrow, too! 

*they served stuff like chopped plain cabbage and rice with cheap frozen vegetables (the kind that comes in bags at the supermarket for .69) !  So much for my "steamed bun wishes and shu mai dreams"!  I guess San Francisco has spoiled me as far as Chinese restaurants go!  

