The worms represent the masses --- stupid, misled, but when made aware of the truth, able to work together and effect great change.

They want to lead the children to the cave, but the problem is that Oliver’s translations are faulty and the worms themselves have been so corrupted they cannot describe anything in anything other that disgusting terms.  

The worms had communicated with each other for years, but prior to their relationship with the Creatures, communicating with any other species was strictly forbidden.  One of the worms was willing to convince them, however --- a worm who had been corrupted by the Creature.  This worm has an important story – related to the bird in the cave.  Before meeting up with the Creature, he had heard about worms that grew into winged creatures.  He was not that kind of worm, and resented it.  The creature learns of his resentment, identifies that as a useful weakness for his purposed, and selects him as a means to get to Oliver’s strand.

the creature convinces the worm that he could be a caterpillar --- and much more.  He enlightens the worm about what peace is (the worm did not know before).  In exchange for his help, he must corrupt the other worms, communicate with Oliver and give him the directions that allow the creature to steal part of his strand.  “We have no eternal life of peace” says the worm to his cohorts, “When we die, it is only sleep --- but after this, we will more than neutrality, but a vital happiness we have never known.”  “What is happiness?” the worms ask --- “I know not, but only that it is good,” answers the worm.  After obtaining it,   the Creature hides the strand by wrapping the worm in it, in a false cocoon, promising him when he emerges as a beautiful butterfly, the worm will not only have complete peace, but also the ability to give it to others.  The worm shares the story with Oliver, who agrees to care for him until that day.  Of course the worm dies ---

the Creature bets that Oliver will never open the cocoon and find his strand.  Unknown to the Creature, a bird is sent by the star to keep an eye on the cocoon.  Aware that Oliver is in a trap where he will never disturb the very cocoon that will give him peace (in his own attempts to procure peace)   the bird eats the worm.  Oliver keeps the worm, though (he’s been led to believe the worm will emerge with the secret of peace) but a bird eats the worm. Furious, Oliver kills the bird and hurls it in a cave (our Creatures’ cave) where it is quickly lost by Saumagen.
