LITERARY TERMINOLOGY

ACTION:
The series of events and episodes that form the plot of a story or play.

ALLEGORY:
A literary, dramatic, or pictorial device in which characters and events stand for abstract ideas, principles, or forces, so that the literal sense has or suggests a parallel, deeper symbolic sense.

ALLITERATION:
The repetition of the same consonant sounds or of different vowel sounds at the beginning of words or in stressed syllables.

ALLUSION:
An instance of indirect reference, to history or other experiences.

ANALOGY:
Similarity in some respects between things that are otherwise dissimilar.

ANTAGONIST:
The principal character in opposition to the protagonist or hero of a narrative or drama.

APOSTROPHE:
The direct address of an absent or imaginary person or of a personified abstraction, especially as a digression in the course of a speech or composition.

ASIDE:
A piece of dialogue intended for the audience and supposedly not heard by the other actors on stage.

ASSONANCE:
The repetition of identical or similar vowel sounds, especially in stressed syllables, with changes in the intervening consonants.

BLANK VERSE:
Verse consisting of unrhymed lines, usually of iambic pentameter.

CACOPHONY:
The use of harsh or discordant sounds in literary composition, as for poetic effect.

CHARACTERIZATION:
Representation of a character or characters on the stage or in writing, especially by imitating or describing actions, gestures, or speeches.

CLIMAX:
A moment of great or culminating intensity in a narrative or drama, especially the conclusion of a crisis.

COMPARISON:
The modification or inflection of an adjective or adverb to denote the positive, comparative, and superlative degrees.

CONFLICT:
Opposition between characters or forces in a work of drama or fiction, especially opposition that motivates or shapes the action of the plot.

CONNOTATION:
The set of associative implications constituting the general sense of a word in addition to its literal sense.

CONSONANCE:
The repetition of consonants or of a consonant pattern, especially at the ends of words, as in blank and think or strong and string.
CONTRAST:
To set in opposition in order to show or emphasize differences
DEFINITION:
The act or process of stating a precise meaning or significance; formulation of a meaning.
DENOTATION:
The most specific or direct meaning of a word, in contrast to its figurative or associated meanings.
DENOUEMENT:
The events following the climax of a drama or novel in which such a resolution or clarification takes place.

DESCRIPTION:
An account of something in speech or writing.

DICTION:
Choice and use of words in speech or writing.

DILEMMA:
A situation that requires a choice between options that are or seem equally unfavorable or mutually exclusive.
EUPHONY:
Agreeable sound, especially in the phonetic quality of words.
EXEMPLIFICATION:
The act of illustrating by example.

FALLING ACTION:
The events of a dramatic or narrative plot following the climax.
FANTASY:
Fiction characterized by highly fanciful or supernatural elements.
FARCE:
A light dramatic work in which highly improbable plot situations, exaggerated characters, and often slapstick elements are used for humorous effect.

FORM:
Method of arrangement or manner of coordinating elements in literary or musical composition or in organized discourse

FREE VERSE:
Verse composed of variable, usually unrhymed lines having no fixed metrical pattern.
GRAMMATICAL PAUSE:
A pause in a literary piece that is use strictly for grammatical purposes.

CAESURA:
A pause in a line of verse dictated by sense or natural speech rhythm rather than by metrics.
HYPERBOLE:
A figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for emphasis or effect,
OVERSTATEMENT:
To state in exaggerated terms
IMAGERY:
The use of vivid or figurative language to represent objects, actions, or ideas
IRONY:
An expression or utterance marked by a deliberate contrast between apparent and intended meaning.
METAPHOR:
A figure of speech in which a word or phrase that ordinarily designates one thing is used to designate another, thus making an implicit comparison

METER:
The measured arrangement of words in poetry, as by accentual rhythm, syllabic quantity, or the number of syllables in a line
METONYMY:
A figure of speech in which one word or phrase is substituted for another with which it is closely associated

METRICAL PAUSE:
A pause at the end of a stressed syllable

MORAL:
The lesson or principle contained in or taught by a fable, a story, or an event.
MOTIVATION:
The act of providing an incentive, to complete a task.

NARRATOR:
To tell (a story, for example) in speech or writing.

ONOMATOPOEIA:
The formation or use of words such as buzz or murmur that imitate the sounds associated with the objects or actions they refer to
ORGANIZATION:
The systematic structure of a literary work.

PARADOX:
A seemingly contradictory statement that may nonetheless be true
PERSONIFICATION:
A figure of speech in which inanimate objects or abstractions are endowed with human qualities or are represented as possessing human form.

PLOT:
The plan of events or main story in a narrative or drama.
POINT OF VIEW:
The attitude or outlook of a narrator or character in a piece of literature, a movie, or another art form
PROTAGONIST:
The main character in a drama or other literary work.
REFRAIN:
A phrase, verse, or group of verses repeated at intervals throughout a song or poem, especially at the end of each stanza
RHETORICAL PAUSE:
A pause that is meant to persuade.

RHYTHM:
The pattern or flow of sound created by the arrangement of stressed and unstressed syllables in accentual verse or of long and short syllables in quantitative verse
RISING ACTION:
The events of a dramatic or narrative plot preceding the climax.
SARCASM:
A form of wit that is marked by the use of sarcastic language and is intended to make its victim the butt of contempt or ridicule.
SATIRE:
A literary work in which human vice or folly is attacked through irony, derision, or wit.
SENTIMENTALITY:
the quality or condition of being excessively or affectedly sentimental.

SETTING:
The time, place, and circumstances in which a narrative, drama, or film takes place.
SIMILE:
A figure of speech in which two essentially unlike things are compared, often in a phrase introduced by like or as
SOLILOQUY:
A dramatic or literary form of discourse in which a character reveals his or her thoughts when alone or unaware of the presence of other characters.
SURPRISE ENDING:
A conclusion of literary or dramatic work that is unexpected by the audience/reader

SYMBOL:
An object that represents something else outside of its literal meaning.

SYNECDOCHE:
A figure of speech in which a part is used for the whole (as hand for sailor), the whole for a part (as the law for police officer), the specific for the general (as cutthroat for assassin), the general for the specific (as thief for pickpocket), or the material for the thing from which it is made (as steel for sword).
SYNTAX:
The study of the rules whereby words or other elements of sentence structure are combined to form grammatical sentences.
THEME:
An implicit or recurrent idea; a motif
TONE:
The author’s attitude towards the subject in question.

UNDERSTATEMENT:
A disclosure or statement that is less than complete.


