Grace Kai

Block: G / English 12


Catcher in the Rye (J.D. Salinger)
Holden Caulfield is a complex character. His last hours at Pencey Prep (pages 1 – 52) reveal many facets of his personality and life.

1. 
Briefly what information does the reader get about:

  Holden’s Family?

a) Mother

· Bought him skates, but were the wrong ones. She bought him hockey skates when he wanted speedy skates. It made Holden sad.
· “…gets very hysterical. She’s not too bad after she gets something thoroughly digested” (51).

b) Father

· His father says he always acts twelve, especially his father out of everyone that says it.
· Very touchy about personal things

· Nice

c) Siblings

· D.B. – a writer in Hollywood. He is one of Holden’s favourite authors.
· Allie – his younger brother, Holden really liked him. 
· Played baseball

· Died of leukemia at the age of eleven.

· Very intelligent

His education?

a) schools attended

a. Whooton School 

b. Elkton Hills

c. Pency Prep

b) fellow students

· Edgar Marsalla 
i. Farted at a speech during a football game

· Ward Stradlater 
i. Secret slob

ii. Good built

iii. Sweet talker

· Robert Ackley 

i. Lots of pimples

ii. Very talkative and nosy

iii. Slob

· Frederic Woodruff
i. Holden lent and sold him a typewriter

· Mal Brossard – 
i. Doesn’t like Ackley, but doesn’t mind hanging out with Holden.
ii. He is a chess fiend. 
iii. He is on the wrestling team. 
· Howie Coyle
i. On the basketball team.

· Ely (Herb Gale)
i. Ackley’s roommate.

· Paul Campbell & Robert Tichener 

i.  They threw a football around until it got dark that they could barely see the ball anymore. They were interrupted by Mr. Zambesi. 

c) Teachers

· Mr Spencer – Holden’s history teacher that Holden saw before he left Pencey

· Mr. Haas – head master of Elkton Hills; Holden thought, “He was the phoniest bastard.”
· Mr. Zambesi – a teacher who taught biology scolded at Holden to go get ready for dinner and to stop throwing the football around with Paul Campbell and Tichener.

· Hartzell – The English teacher.

· Ed Banky – The basketball coach

2.
Find an example for each of the following character traits which show that Holden is:

a) Cynical – “Mr. Haas, that was the phoniest bastard…went around shaking hands with everybody’s parents when they drove up to school” (13-14).
b) Perceptive – “Ackley. He was one of those very, very tall, round-shouldered guys—he was about six four—with lousy teeth…a lot of pimples” (19).
c) Nervous – “Jane Gallagher… I even got up from the washbowl when he said that. I damn near dropped dead” (31).  
d) Immature – “I got bored sitting on that washbowl…so I backed up a few feet and started doing this tap dance…I started imitating one of those guys in the movies” (29).
e) Generous – “I asked Mal if he minded if Ackley came along with us. The reason I asked was because Ackley never did anything on Saturday night, except stay in his room” (36).
f) Well-read – “Out of Africa by Dinesen. I thought it was going to stink, but it didn’t. It was a very good book. I’m quite illiterate, but I read a lot” (18).
g) Fastidious – “…that’s what I wrote Stradlater’s composition about. Old Allie’s baseball mitt…I got it out and copied down the poems that were written on it” (39).
h) Sensitive – “I slept in the garage in the night he died, and I broke all the goddam windows with my first” (39). 
i) An escapist – “I decided what I’d really do, I’d get the hell out of Pency—right at that same night and all. I mean not wait til Wednesday or anything” (51).
j) Liar – “I’m the most terrific liar…So when I told old Spencer I had to go to the gym to get my equipment and stuff, that was a sheer lie” (16).
k) In poor health – “I ran all the way to the main gate… I have no wind, if you want to the know the truth. I’m quite a heavy smoker…That’s also how I practically got T.B. and came out here for all these goddam checkups” (6).
l) Dramatic – Stradlater refused to tell Holden what happened on the his date with Jane. It made “[Holden] get up from the bed, like [he] was going down to the can, then [he] tried to sock [Stradlater] with all [his] might right smack in the toothbrush, so it would split his goddam throat…” (43)
m) Lonesome – “It was even depressing out in the street. You couldn’t even hear any cars anymore. I got the feeling so lonesome and rotten” (50).
n) “Dead-cat” syndrome – Holden often looks at people with their bad qualities. 
a. “She had a big nose and her naits were all bitten down and bleedy-looking…” (3).

3. From the first 52 pages list any:

a) References to Holden’s Hat
· It cost a dollar

· From New York

· Red hunting hat

· He likes wearing it backwards, even if it’s corny. 

· He likes to fiddle with his hat when he is nervous or thinking.

b) Literary Allusions

Example: “David Copperfield.” (p.1)

“Hollywood” (p.2)

“Navajo blanket” (p.7)

“Vicks Nose Drops” (p.7)

“Atlantic monthly” (p.7)

“Beowulf and Lord Randal My Son” (p.10)

“Out of Africa – Isak Dinesen” (p. 18)

“Ring Lardner” (p.18)

“Return of the Native.” (p.18)

“Eustacia Vye – Thomas Hardy” (p.19)

“Ziegfeld Follies” (p.29)

“Brown Betty” (p.35)

“Carry Grant” (p.37)

4. Is Holden a likeable or unlike able character so far? Support your opinion with reference to the novel. 
Holden is a very likeable character because he is quite different from the usual characters that even the book describes. He is not a hot shot as he is in poor health, practically having T.B. from growing six and a half inches (p.5) and couldn’t even run down a hill without breathing hard. It already portrays Holden as a protagonist, but not the usual handsome, well-built popular gentleman who everyone loves; Holden seemed to be the real deal as the character was beautifully real. His comments on his friends and the activities such as going to the movies with Ackley and Mal (p.37) fit his age. He is believable because it sounds like a typical teenage boy, but not so typical as Holden’s views and perspectives are very different. His character is quite mysterious as readers keep reading, something new is always being discovered about Holden. 
