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Abstract

The United State’s Capital River: the Potomac River has been the receptacle of industrial and sewage wastes, agricultural runoff, and acidic discharges from mining operations. Also, Water shortages threatened the regional water supply during the 1960s and 1970s.

In 1970s,the pollution control efforts sharply cut the amount of raw sewage and other pollutants dumped into the river, helping restore the river’s health. In 1980s, the Water-Cooperation provide success model to share resource in the Potomac River Basin. This paper try to answer:

· What inner and outer forces have driven the Potomac River’s change through the past 40 years? And why did it happen?

· What kinds of the institution rearrangements or new legislatives have driven those changes? 

· Is this watershed experience special case or it could apply to another watershed or another country?  
The Potomac River Models provided strong watershed management model to resolve the conflicts in the watershed. Applying these experience to Taiwan’s water policy. There are some important Findings: Changing the Paradigm, Watershed Based Approach, Scientific Based Approach, Institutional Rearrangement, and Manage Water For Long-Term Goals. 
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