Lion Nathan, having invested over US$200 million in China, is already among the largest beer investors in the country and the most aggressive brewer in the Yangtze River Delta. 

The completion of the Suzhou brewery is a significant milestone for Lion Nathan and sees the realisation of our plans to establish a wholly-owned brewery in the critical growth region of the Yangtze Delta. 

Lion Nathan's vision is to become the biggest and best brewing company in the Yangtze River Delta by the year 2000. Over the next two years the company will be building on the platform already established in the region's five key cities. 

About the Brewery  

The Suzhou Brewery is wholly owned by Lion Nathan, making it one of a kind in China. It is the company's major Chinese asset. 

It is the largest, most modern brewery in the Yangtze Delta, and the second largest brewery in the Lion Nathan Group. With a 300 million litre capacity, it is larger than the whole of Lion Nathan's New Zealand brewing operation, and has the potential to expand to 600 million litres at a later date. 

The Suzhou Brewery supplies beer for the Shanghai and Suzhou market. 

Lion Nathan has 6 regional sales offices in the YRD and employs 400 sales and merchandising staff. 

Lion Nathan has also established an office in Shanghai to manage the growth of its Chinese brewing operations 

1998  

Lion Nathan extends its business in China with the completion of the Suzhou Brewery and Rheineck launched in other Chinese cities of the Yangtze Delta Region.       

1997  

The head office of Lion Nathan's China operations is moved from Hong Kong to Shanghai, demonstrating Lion Nathan's commitment to the Yangtze Delta Region. Rheineck is launched with great success - within 6 months it has become a 10% brand in Shanghai.      

1995  

Lion Nathan buys its first brewery in China, acquiring a 60% stake in the Taihushui Brewery at Wuxi. Lion Nathan's ownership was later increased to 80% at a total cost of US$43million. Lion Nathan Beer and beverage (Suzhou) is formed, as the only and first wholelly foreign owned brewery, was approved. (WOFE). A commitment to build the Suzhou brewery at a cost of $125 m.      

1994  

Wuxi Brewery

Lion Nathan researches the China market and and concludes that the Yangtze River Delta is the most attractive entry piont.      

Lion Nathan is accelerating its growth in the developing beer market of China, expanding its distribution and further developing key brands. The company aims to increase the rate of growth in 1998 and then again in 1999, and now has the brewing capacity to do so. 

Strong growth has already been achieved through the Taihushui and Rheineck brands, and Lion Nathan's China operations are on track to become the biggest and best brewing company in the Yangtze River Delta by the year 2000. 

About the Brewery  

The Wuxi Brewery, a joint venture in which Lion Nathan holds an 80% stake, continues to perform well, claiming a 60% market share of local sales with the Taihushui brand. 

The 550 staff, led by a local management team, produce strong brands like Taihushui and Carbine - a dark beer especially developed to target winter drinking, the traditional low production period in China. 

New packaging, improved quality and a greatly extended shelf life have resulted in the Taihushui brand receiving excellent consumer support in its home market. Rheineck has also achieved great acclaim. 

The Yangtze River Delta is one of China's healthiest and fastest growing regions, with a population of 70 million people. Beer consumption in the region is well above the national average at 22 litres per year. 

Lion Nathan has established an office in Shanghai to manage the growth of its Chinese brewing operations. The strong management team oversees the expansion of Wuxi Lion Nathan Taihushui Brewery and the construction of Lion Nathan Brewery in Suzhou. 

International Beer Awards  

Taihushui has received international recognition when the brand won a prestigious international brewing prize - a Monde Gold Medal.  

Hahn Today  

The Brewing Innovator 

The Hahn family of beers, Hahn Premium, Hahn Premium Light and Hahn Ice, are known for their brewing quality and innovation. 

Hahn Premium is Australia's fastest growing premium beer and has attracted new drinkers to the premium segment since it was introduced in its distinctive green bottle. Hahn was also the first to introduce the ice brewing process to Australia. 

And there's no doubting the brewing quality that our focus on innovation has brought to the Hahn brand family. Hahn Premium was awarded a gold medal at the prestigious World Beer Cup in 1998 and Hahn Ice has been voted best lager at the Australian Beer Awards four years in a row! 

