Mr. Keyes

_____________________________

2009 IB SUMMER HISTORY ASSIGNMENT
Summer History Assignment for next year's Senior IB students (Class of 2010)

As a foundation for our study of the 20th century I want you to investigate an author of a historical work. 

I recommend that you investigate an author you are using in your Internal Assessment research paper. This investigation can be very helpful for Sections C and F of the IA Paper, as well as giving insight into source citation in Sections B and D.

ASSIGNMENT: 
I. Pick an author of an historical work (secondary source, not primary) which you are using in your IA research paper. OR Pick an author from the list provided on my Web page at http://www.geocities.com/ibcakeyes/. 

II. Research and answer the attached questions about your author in the spaces provided. If you need more room attach additional paper or type all of your responses on a separate paper. 
III. Your research will likely require some online searching as well as reading portions of your author’s works. I suggest going to available libraries.

IV. THIS ASSIGNMENT SHOULD BE ENTIRELY YOUR WORK AND IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL, AUGUST 24, 2009
1. Is the author an historian or journalist? Other profession?

	

	

	


2. What does the author usually write about? Give examples.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


3. Does the author teach? Is he or she affiliated with a college or university? Does this tell you anything about the author?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


4. Does the author have a good professional reputation? Have they been involved in controversy? Accusations of plagiarism, sloppy research etc. 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


5. Do they seem to write what are considered “revisionist” works? If so, explain. If you don’t understand the term “revisionist”, Google “historical revisionist” or a similar term.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


6. What do others have to say about the author? How are your author’s books viewed by other historians? Use historical journals, including book reviews, as a source for this information. My Web page http://www.geocities.com/ibcakeyes/ has many available through Stetson University library. DSC and Questia also have some. DeLand Public Library has some journals and book reviews online and in print. Major online newspapers also have some book reviews on historical works.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


7. What kind of citation methods does the author use in their books? Is it easy or hard to find a specific source the author has used? Explain.
a. Footnotes and bibliography

b. Endnotes and bibliography

c. Parenthetical citations and bibliography

d. Bibliographical essay and index

e. Bibliography and index

f. Bibliography alone, no citations
g. Other format

	

	

	

	

	

	


8. Can you tell what types of sources the author uses? What types of primary sources are used? Who are the authors of some of the secondary sources your author uses?
	

	

	

	

	

	


9. What information can you find about the publisher? 

	

	

	

	

	


10. What does the author tell you about his purpose? Look in the Preface, Forward, Introduction or Bibliographical Essay. (or first chapter)
	

	

	

	

	


11. What does the author tell you about his use of sources? Look in Preface, Forward, Introduction, bibliographical essay or bibliography. 
	

	

	

	


IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS  -  Please e-mail Mr. Keyes at cakeyes@volusia.k12.fl.us or ibcakeyes@yahoo.com  NOW , go ahead and read one of your author’s books.
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