Mr. Keyes
12th Grade IB - History of the Americas



2009-2010 Class Policies and Goals

Welcome to your Senior IB History class. We have a great opportunity to learn and further develop critical thinking, analysis, and writing skills as we study history this year. 
I hope you come with an open mind each day as we analyze, interpret and make history.

PARENTS, please read this policy statement and sign the sheet of paper that students were given to acknowledge that you and they have read these policies.
We will be studying selected areas of United States, Latin American, Canadian, European and Asian history from 1895 to 1995. The goals of this course are:

· To give students an in-depth knowledge of selected historical events and people.

· To help students develop further their ability to analyze historical events in writing.

· To help students improve their skills in document analysis.

· To assist students in finishing a quality research paper for their Internal Assessment requirement. (Due in October)
· To prepare students for their IB External Assessments. (three written exams in May)
STUDENT EVALUATION
Student grades will be determined by total points earned in each area and then weighted according to the values assigned below. 
Total points possible for each category will vary for each grading period. 
Category


Point Value


Weight


Class Participation

20 pts per day


10%

Homework


20-100



20%

Quizzes


10-50



10%

Exams



50-100



30%

IA Paper


600



20%
Semester Exam

100



10%
HOMEWORK/CLASS PARTICIPATION
Homework and in-class assignments will give in-depth content on our topics of study. 

Keeping up with reading assignments is very important and will be assessed by the assignment itself, class discussion, quizzes and exams.  Daily Class Participation grades are determined by attendance and actual class participation, which includes behavior, preparation and active participation in activities and discussion. If you are not in class, you are not participating.
QUIZZES
From time to time we will have a short quiz in class to assess your comprehension of subject matter. 
INTERNAL ASSESSMENT PAPER
An Internal Assessment research assignment must be completed. This paper must follow IB syllabus requirements and must relate directly to the IB syllabus topics. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Students found to plagiarize other’s work will receive no credit on this assignment. This assignment is required for the IB Diploma. 
FAILURE TO COMPLETE THIS PAPER will require the student to drop IB and fulfill regular student diploma requirements.
EXAMS

There will be an exam at the end of each unit of study. Most will include both objective and essay type questions. There may be an exam or quiz for each specific reading assignment.
ABSENCES AND MAKE UP WORK
If you are absent from class, I must have a written explanation from your parent/guardian, or a Field Trip code in the attendance computer.  You will have one class, per day missed, to make up the work. It is your responsibility to find out the assignment from myself or a student.  If you miss a test, you will have to schedule a time (within 1 week) for you to take it. 
ALL WORK IS DUE ON THE DUE DATE. 

Late work submitted during the three school days after the due date loses a letter grade. If you are not able to complete the work during the three school days which follow a due date, you may still receive ½ credit for the assignment.

To receive ½ credit, you must request and be approved for an extension before the end of the third school day which follows the due date.  Either e-mail me or deliver a written request for your extension.  Your request must identify the date on which you plan to submit the work.  

I must approve your request in either an e-mail or a handwritten form.  I will not accept any work after this three day period which does not have an extension.

You must turn in all work by or before the last class of the nine-week period.  I cannot accept any work after the last class of a nine-week term.

CLASSROOM RULES
1. Come to class prepared for assignments/discussions. (Including pen and pencil)
2. Participate appropriately and raise your hand to speak.
3. Do not distract others from learning.
4. Do not interact with personal electronic devices. Exceptions MAY be made for laptop computers. All cell phone use will result in a referral to the Dean’s Office. 
TARDINESS

All absences and tardies will be entered into the computerized attendance system. Being tardy deducts from your class participation points and will subject you to school discipline procedures.
PASSES

I will provide passes at appropriate times. You must write your name and the time on the pass.
Do not abuse the liberal hall pass policy I have or I will have to change it.

COMPUTER USE

The teacher’s computer is not to be used by students. All students must have a computer use form on file in the media center. Student computers in class are for research and to assist you in getting assignments in on time. Using computers inappropriately will result in an end of computer privileges in class. Students must sign the computer use log when using a computer. 

This is a college preparation course! If you want to succeed in this class you must keep up with the reading, be prepared, come to class regularly, and complete assignments on time. 
At this time the 2009-2010 IB curriculum for DeLand High has not been finalized.

Students MAY be required to purchase a supplemental text for the course.
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