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Dear Members,





We are living in difficult times. Swine flu, better called as H1N1 Influenza A,has already infected 60,000 people across more than 100 countries,and India is on the threshold of 128 infected people. The virus has actually caused a mild illness with a mortality rate of less than 5 per thousand infected. However major concerns are about how this virus can change and be a harbinger of a much more fatal disease. 





A long standing adage is that ‘History repeats itself. After World War I when the Spanish Flu epidemic occurred, millions of people died in India. The state of science then did not support diagnostic or therapeutic interventions. Let us prepare for a much better outcome.





For microbiologists as a support system for our clinicians, there is a need for more laboratories to offer diagnostic tests for this virus, not restricting only to the government sector as recognised by the ICMR. Curtailing  community spread of the virus has also to be considered and appropriate criteria for screening cases outside the current foreign travel criteria have to be defined. More attention has to be paid to special groups in whom mortality is higher. More basic research in changing virus strains is still a necessity. 





I extend a warm welcome to all for the first meeting of IAMM, Delhi Chapter to be held on 25th July, 2009 at  Batra Hospital & Medical Research Centre, New Delhi. It is going to be an enlightening scientific session on “Understanding the novel H1N1 Influenza pandemic”. 





The theme for the poster session for the meeting is Paediatric Infectious Diseases .The winner will be awared “Meghna Baweja award.” All the participants for Meghna Baweja award contest, MUST send the abstract for their poster by email to the undersigned by July 18, 2009. Posters without abstract submission will not be considered for the award evaluation. All participants from poster session under Free posters category (other than award section) are also required to send the abstracts till July 18, 2009 for inclusion in the abstract book. 





Microbiology Quiz will also be conducted and is open to all junior (PG/ non-PG) and Senior residents, members of IAMM Delhi chapter. The details of the program and the quiz are availabe on the IAMM Delhi website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/iammdelhi/" �http://www.geocities.com/iammdelhi/�. All participants for the Microbiology quiz can send their registration forms by July 18, 2009 to the undersigned, by email. 





Dr. Neelam Khanna


Organising Secretary


� HYPERLINK "mailto:nkhanna14@yahoo.co.in" ��nkhanna14@yahoo.co.in�
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IAMM DELHI CHAPTER MEETING


July 25, 2009 





Venue:  Nursing college Auditorium, 2nd floor 


Batra Hospital & Medical Research Centre


1, Tuglakabad Institutional Area, Mehrauli Badarpur Road,


New Delhi- 110062





Programe


11:30AM	Registration





12Noon – 1PM	Poster Presentation





1PM-2PM	Lunch





2PM - 2:15PM	Microbiology Quiz Screening Test





2:15PM - 2:30PM	Welcome address 


		Dr. M. Sharma (Medical Director)


		Inaugural address


		Dr. Ajit K. Nagpal (Chairman,Executive Council)





Scientific session


Chairpersons:	Dr. Shiv Lal, Spl. DGHS (Public health) & Director, NICD


		Dr. R.L. Ichhpujani, Consultant Microbiology &


		Head, Centre for AIDs & related diseases, NICD


2:30PM – 3:15PM	“Pandemic influenza H1N12009: Key epidemiological 


		 observations & Lessons”


		Dr. Ayana Yeneabat Epidemiologist, WHO, SEARO		


		


3:15PM – 4PM	“Understanding H1N1- The new global threat: case 


		definition, lab diagnosis and management”


		Dr. Shashi Khare Consultant,NICD





4PM – 4:15PM	Microbiology quiz 





4:15PM		Vote of thanks





4:20PM		Tea


 

















