
Lord of the flies, the book and all that we have learnt by studying it, has influenced my thoughts and feeling about William Golding. The author of this book, I have never before read his work. Apparently, however, most of his stories deal with a similar or related issue to that of the Lord of the Flies. Never the less, to understand the writer you must understand his work.


The elements of Lord of the Flies that influenced my thoughts and feeling about the author were the context, purpose, structure, characters and language features. After all, and this is the most important point in this speech, an author's work is a physical realisation of his current thoughts, morals and beliefs, manifested through language so as to appeal to other humans. But as this is not the way we think when we begin to read a book, I was forced to review my opinions of the story once finished. William Golding's context, the raw tribal (and evil) nature of mankind, interested and intrigued me. I began, at the start of the book, to ponder the plot and eventual resolution:











"Would they all die, or never be rescued? No, the book would not have done half as well with the critics if that had been the case. Maybe Ralph and Piggy's virtue would win over? I'm not sure..." were some of these thoughts.


Though it is not very grateful to William Golding's "masterpiece", I very quickly relinquished these guesses of the plot. It became obvious that Piggy would be killed, if not murdered, and that Jack and the littleuns would go "tribal". However, these "reasonably sure" predictions opened the window to a part of the book much more personally satisfying; the language and description.


William Golding's method of writing was, to put it bluntly, spontaneous and deranged. This was apparent mainly in the structure of the text, and his use of direct speech. A good example is that of Samneric. This personifies perfectly Golding's trend in sentence and line structure, using a new point to conclude the previous one. But this is not necessarily a bad thing, as it leads the reader through the dialogue in a hurried and jostled manner. The dialogue then ends, and the reader receives the full impact of what was said by the actions of those involved. For example:





Jack, his face smeared with clays, reached the top first and hailed Ralph excitedly, with lifted spear.


“Look! We’ve killed a pig—we stole up on them—we got in a circle—”


Voices broke in from the hunters.


“We got in a circle—”


“We crept up—”


“The pig squealed—”


The twins stood with the pig swinging between them, dropping black gouts on the rock. They seemed to share one wide, ecstatic grin. Jack had too many things to tell Ralph at once. Instead, he danced a step or two, then remembered his dignity and stood still, grinning. He noticed blood on his hands and grimaced distastefully, looked for something on which to clean them, then wiped them on his shorts and laughed.

















The characters of Lord of the Flies play a vital part in the book. Hard to explain in all but a lot of detail, they each symbolise an aspect of mankind from which his story aims to identify and define. As I'm sure many of you will explain, Jack symbolises selfish jealousy and anarchy and Piggy the nerdy stereotype and political importance, not to mention all the other characters and their importance.


But what has truly affected my opinion of William Golding the most has been the purpose of Lord of the Flies. At the time it was a shocking and original fable (which had started to become popular to adult readers) that also made a point about such books as R.M. Ballantyne's "Coral Island" and Arthur Ransome's "Swallows and Amazons". But it was also, and remains to be, a statement to the belief that the human mind is in raw form evil and uncivilised, and that only the moral integrity brought on by society can keep the majority of Man from doing great injustice, and destroy itself in Anarchy.


All this has shaped and will permanently form my thoughts and feelings about the author William Golding.





























