Class:  Accelerated English, Room 119

Facilitator:  Mr. Chris Johnson

Home Phone:  (662) 620-2863

Webpage:  www.geocities.com/iahsae    E-mail:    aeteacher@hotmail.com
School Hours:  7:15 - 3:15 (usually later)  



   Scholars’ Bowl practice will change around schedules 


   *other times can be made by appointment

Course Description:  This class is a college-level class that will strengthen a student’s use of the English language while preparing him/her to succeed in college and life.  This class will heighten a student’s level of responsibility and self-confidence.  This class uses lecture, in-class and out-of-class group work, self-exploration, and technological teaching methods.  Students will regularly be out of their seats doing work and teaching the class at various times.  

Objectives:
1) To gain responsibility in furthering one’s education



2) To share one’s knowledge freely and gladly



3) To communicate clearly



4) To think independently



5) To be creative



6) To grow as a leader

Materials:    
Appropriate literature book

Appropriate vocabulary workbook ($8.00 ordered through Prestwick House)



3-ring binder with paper with a special section for journal writing or you may want to get a separate journaling/reaction notebook


*novels read in class

Grading Scale:  
I follow the school’s grading scale; however, I award up to eight bonus points each nine weeks based on various things.  (See attached bonus sheet)

Evaluation:
 You will receive daily grades and TEST grades throughout the 9-weeks. The daily grades will add up to one TEST grade and then the TEST grades will be averaged for your 9-weeks average.  Any missed work that is not made up on time will earn ZERO points and be averaged into the final grade. 
*Attendance is very important. Make-up tests, no matter the excuse, will not be the same as the original! You do NOT want a make-up test!!!!!! Attendance will also affect your daily grade.  YOU are responsible for making up missed tests.  After 2 weeks,, I will not allow a test to be made up, and you will receive a zero.  Please let me know of planned absences ASAP. 
Classroom Rules:
1) Show respect




2) Do your best




3) Be prepared

*The instructor will handle any broken rule. Repeated occurrences will be discussed with parents with the offender losing bonus point privileges.  Extreme disobedience will be handled in the office.  

General Notes:
1) Attendance is crucial to success at anything.  I expect each of my students to be at school each day unless he/she has a death in the family or is very sick.  Also, if a student will be missing my class for an excused trip with a club or sport, that student should let me know in writing 2 days in advance.  Students are responsible for all make-up work. I will not follow him/her around reminding about make-up work.  He/She should see someone or me in his/her class to get missed assignments.  These assignments and/or tests should be made up 1 week after absence.  Zeroes will be recorded after this time.




2) Punctuality is also crucial to success.  I will be keeping up with tardies on a daily basis as per the school handbook.  There is no reason to be late except for club meetings in the morning, and those should have a note explaining the tardy from the club advisor.  Also, the student should let the instructor know of the club meeting a day or two ahead of time so the possible tardy will be expected.  There will be no arguing concerning tardies.  Instructor decisions are final.




3) Academic honesty is expected.  Grades are taken so that the instructor can see what has been learned or not learned.  Falsifying these grades misleads the instructor.  Cheating is also dishonest and breaks all 3 rules of the classroom.  It will be dealt with as a college would deal with it.  The instructor will notify the student, parents, and office about the violation.  The student will receive a zero and lose bonus point privileges for the year.




4) Essays will be graded on the included rubric.  Any term paper will be graded on a later-supplied rubric.  Discussion questions will be graded on the discretion of the teacher.  A student is free to question the instructor concerning these in private.




5) Group work is important in school and the work force.  It is a skill that needs developing.  Therefore, we will work in groups from time to time.  Total group participation is mandatory.  If a group member is not pulling his/her weight, members of that group should submit in writing to the instructor their grievances.  Every member of the group will receive the same grade.  




6) Presentations will be graded by the instructor and 2 of the student’s peers.  All presentations are expected to be creative and informative. As Mrs. San McLeod would say,  “Presentations should be like a skirt: long enough to cover the subject but short enough to be interesting.” Use technology, peers, and visual aids where it is necessary to accomplish this.  




7) All assignments will be due on the due date. If a student fails to turn in an assignment on the due date, the instructor will alert the parents of this violation of classroom rules.  Assignments will not be accepted after due dates. No excuses!




8)  This class will read a minimum of 3 books per semester.  The instructor will determine the book read unless noted by the instructor. Grades will be received through testing, group/individual discussion, presentation, or group work as determined by the instructor.  Students will be responsible for supplying their own books through buying or library borrowing.  Students should be mindful of the book due dates supplied on the syllabus. Also, the class may watch a movie based on a book each nine weeks as well.  Grades will be received through mostly testing on the movies.




9) When first arriving into class, each student needs to check his/her respective box to find returned tests/papers for filing. Any objects not filed after one week will result in one bonus point being removed per object.  A regular class will begin after roll is taken.  Per the student handbook, bathroom breaks will not be allowed during class-time. There is enough time between classes for bathroom breaks.  Toward the end of class, homework assignments will be given along as reminders of upcoming deadlines. Always check the board and my website for tests and project due dates.



10) The class is not dismissed until the instructor says so.  The bell is to remind the instructor of the time.  Students cannot hear the bell nor determine when class is over.  Also, students will not be allowed to roam the halls, to go get stuff from his/her locker, to ask the office a question, etc.  




11) Each student is responsible for keeping up with his/her own 3-ring binder while maintaining its organization.  At various times during each nine weeks, the instructor will conduct notebooks checks.  These notebooks should contain notes, review sheets, story diagrams, and any handouts given from the instructor. 




12) Bonus sheets should be turned in 1 class period before the end of the grading period.  Students are responsible for keeping up with and turning these in.  




13) Each student will take an active participation in the raising of funds for the AE class.  ISP and FPS is dependant on funds for support. No excuses accepted.




14) The instructor reserves the right to change any rule or information contained on this syllabus at any time 
About the Instructor:  1992 graduate of the Academically Gifted Academy at Fairview




   1995 graduate of IAHS and the AE program




   1997 graduate of ICC




   1999 graduate of Mississippi State University




   1999-2000 worked as a stock broker




   2000-2001 worked in administration at Sylvan Learning Center




   2001-present working as an instructor at alma mater

Sponsor of Student Council and Scholars’ Bowl 

Bonus Sheet

Each student may earn up to 8 bonus points each nine weeks to be added on to the final nine weeks grade.  Activities must occur during the grading period and can not be banked for future use unless noted by the instructor.

Extra-Curricular (2 points each) max of 2 points for each item

________ FPS 

________  IAHS Band 

________  IAHS Chorus 

________  IAHS Athletics (2 per sport)_______________________________________

________  Other > when/where? ____________________________________________

Performances (2 points each) max of 4 points for each item
________  Beauty review participant> when/where? _____________________________

________  Talent show participant> when/where?______________________________
________ Drama production participant> when/where? _________________________

______      Academic Competitions> ________________________________________

______  Test taken (  ACT,   PSAT,  SAT,  other )  when?________________________

______  Other> when/where/what? _________________________________________

Activities/Attendance (1 point each) max of 4 points for each item

______  Articles written  ( poem,  essay,  short story ) titles ______________________

______  Beauty review attendance> when/where? _____________________________

______  Talent show attendance>when/where?________________________________

______  General Cultural events (plays, museums, etc.) _________________________

______  Other> when/where/what? _________________________________________

Name: ___________________________





Period: __________________________


Nine weeks: 1st 	2nd	3rd	4th








