English Renaissance Study Guide





Know the  notes given in class about the Renaissance history and sonnets.





Sir Thomas Wyatt-  courtier of Henry VIII; wrote "Whoso List to Hunt" which is an extended metaphor concerning a man and the love he'll never have compared to a deer he can't hunt because it belongs to his king (remember he loved Anne Boleyn before Henry did)





Edmund Spenser-  along with Milton and Chaucer, he is considered to be one of England's greatest non-dramatic poets; wrote Fairie Queen 


	Sonnet 30- contains the paradox of the male lover being fire but his love makes the ice of his female love harder instead of melting it





Shakespeare's sonnets:





	29- This is an example of a complaint poem ( a lament and plea of an unrequited love) 





	73- This sonnet concerns the difference in age of the two lovers. It uses several metaphors (seasons, fire, time of day) to make its point.





	116- This was the marriage of true minds. "Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks...." be able to explain this line.





	130- This was the satirical sonnet that poked fun at the extended metaphors that had been in style for years.  Be able to tell the meaning of this parody.





Define carpe diem. Know Horace's quote "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die".





Marlowe- This was the guy some say wrote Shakespeare's plays. He was stabbed above the eye. All hisdramatic poems were tragedies. He wrote "The Passionate Shepherd to His Love" which is a pastoral. Know the definition of pastoral and why this is an example of one.





Sir Walter Raleigh-  He was the captain of Elizabeth's guard and her rumored love.  He wrote History of the World  and "The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd".  Know how the nymph's viewpoint differed from the shepherd in Marlowe's work.





Robert Herrick- Ugly guy who was a priest. He wrote "To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time" which is a plea for _______________________________________________________.





Andrew Marvel- The "most major" of the minor poets, he was a "son of Ben".  His "To His Coy Mistress" is the most famous invitation to love in English.  





John Donne-  He was a Catholic during Protestant England. He was educated at Oxford.  He became a famous clergyman for the Church of England later in life. How ironic!  He wrote "Song"  which is a hyperbole and "Death  Be Not Proud" which uses apostrophe. Know how each of these is an example of these two.





Ben Jonson-  Buried near Chaucer at Westminster's Poets' Corner, his inscription reads, "O rare Ben Jonson". He was extremely witty and intelligent.  He wrote "On My First Son" after his son died  prematurely and used the form of an epigram.  





Richard Lovelace-  "To Althea, from Prison"- This poem's famous line is: "Stone walls do not a prison make nor iron bars a cage...If I have freedom in my love, and in my sould am free, angels alone, that soar above, enjoy such liberty."  Be able to explain this stanza.  Also, remember the line "Know no such liberty" is repeated after every stanza except the last which ends with the aforementioned stanza.








