





SECOND TRIP TO TAIWAN
This is a very overdue description and I am writing it on  January 12, 2006while my trip was in September.But better late than never.I was told that I would have to go to Taiwan again from 27th September to 12th October. This would be for support for our client in Taiwan. I had gone before to Taiwan once in July last week and August 1st week. This time it was going to be very interesting .This is because I was going alone. I was going to be the only person for my module. I had a lot of responsibility hence I was a bit nervous before going there. It was going to be a very good experience.
DEPARTURE:

I left Pune on Tuesday evening at around 4PM.My flight was with Thai Air and I had a stop in Bangkok. This is the first time I was traveling with Thai air. Well I have had experience with traveling by now so the preparations were easy. You can say it’s a standard checklist I have prepared and was following it. This time my parents had work in Mumbai so they couldn’t come to see me off. Even they had gotten tired of it I guess. (.Well I reached the airport at around 10PMand directly went in.
I did the normal procedure of baggage check and immigration check. I had memorized my answers but this time there wasn’t any problem. This time I was going from Terminal 2C other than the normal Terminal 2A so was looking forward to this.I finished everything and went and sat in the departure lounge. There was a Nokia mobile charger there so I kept my mobile there . I then got a call from my friend from Pune. Apparently she didn’t know that I was going and she was asking me to deliver a message to my room mate .I told her that I was in the departure lounge at Mumbai International Airport and it was nice to see the surprise in her tone. Well after talking to her I finally boarded the aircraft.
THAI AIRWAYS-
Before this trip I had the experience of flying only with Gulf Air and Cathay Pacific .Bothe were very good and Thai didn’t disappoint either. The air hostesses were very beautiful ( and very helpful. This may sound insignificant but what I liked the most about the airline was multiple helpings of food and juices. This was noticeable as I could have anything I want multiple times and they used to come time and time again to offer it. A very important thing for a foo freak like me(.Well the flight was nice thre was no movie on but everyone was sleeping .I finally reached Bangkok at around 5AM local time after a flight time of around 4hrs.
BANGKOK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT:

This is the only thing I didn’t like about Thai Airways then. That you have to collect your boarding pass of your onward journey from Bangkok itself and you don’t get it at the starting point .This is bound to make things tense an hectic at Bangkok as you have less time and any delay could spell trouble. Well after standing in many queues I finally got the pass.my flight was going to be Bangkok –Taipei –Osaka.I went around Bangkok airport a bit and then nade my way to the transit lounge for my connecting flight to Taipei.
FLIGHT TO TAIPEI

This was good and simple.It was morning around 7AM when we started so people were up and reading newspapers.I was very sleepy so I tried to sleep but to no avail. But it was a nice experience so no problems
WELCOME TO TAIPEI --- AGAIN!!!

.I reached Taipei at around 12noon. There was no problem of immigration or anything .I came out and then it was normal routine. I went to the same standard place where I had taken a cab last time and told him where I had to go.I reached the hotel and went straight to my room. I freshened up and decided to go to straight to office.
There were many responsibilities on me this time so I decided to get to work. When I reached office I found out that I was alone there and everyone had gone for lunch.Only one person was present there and he told me to go keep my bag in the standard place ,a big room where we all sit. I went there to find out that the room was occupied by out Taiwanese clients and a big presentation was going on. I went to my place and tried my best not to disturb them. But I was sitting alone there so I left the room. I told my colleague that I would be back after lunch .I went to the nearest McDonald’s (1-f the 2 standard places where we have lunch) and had a standard burger there. They have only 1 dish in Veg which is French fries so you have to take a Chicken Burger.
I finished it and went back to office.
OFFICE DAY 1 

Well finally I met all my colleagues. There were 4 people who I knew. 2of them are part of my group in Pune hence very good friends. He other 2 are whom I work with hence very good friends too(. Well I was replacing my teammate. So there was a handshake required where he will explain me all issues and what is pending and what has to be done. Well we did all that and left in the evening at around 10PM.We all had dinner together in a Thai Restaurant .That is when I tasted Thai food for the first time.After that some of my colleagues retired for the day.My very good friend said that lets go to a club. I was jetlagged and had insufficient sleep but he persisted. This is because this was going to be the only night when we were both together in Taipei.So we went o this place called Luxy.
LUXY.
Three of us went to this place called Luxy .It was very nice and the crowd was great. I had never gone to a nightclub before this so it was good fun. Their special attraction was a fire show by the bartenders.I enjoyed it. We did general TP there dancing till about 230AM and then made our way back to the hotels. We had a lot of fun overall.
OFFICE DAY 2- LIFE IN THE HOT SEAT.

Finally the big challenge I was looking forward to had come. The work was normal at start. I was supposed to solve existing defects and any other issues. Also I had to work  with my teammates in Pune and my immediate superior in Limassol Cyprus. Things were going smooth till the evening when I got the first taste of what was to come .
THAT QUERY !!!!!

We had one defect and we had taken care of it .Well we had explained everything to the client. When he was casually talking to my teammate he asked if we can supply him with an SQL query for the incorrect records. My teammate said yes not a problem. It was not that important and we thought it would be very easy.Well my immediate boss who is the manager there asked me if I had prepared it.I had no idea actually whether we had to provide such a query. So I started working on it .It turned oyt to be very difficult so I was seeking help from all my teammates. My manager kept asking me at regular intervals whether I had prepared it. It had become a major issue. I finally completed it but wasn’t sure if it was right so I sent it to my teammates in Cyprus and India.At 2330hrs I got a call again from my manager whether I had completed it . I said yes but I had to get it approved it from my superior in Cyprus. Finally the next day my superior modified my query adding a case I hadn’t considered and it was finally delivered to the customer. That is when I breathed a sign of relief. It was my first experience of working under pressure and feeling the heat.I felt I did well but could have done better .I take this opportunity to thank all those who helped me in writing  that query.
FRIDAY 

My friend who had taken me to Luxy left on Friday evening .So now I knew only one person here who you can say is my best friend in Amdocs. We came back together from office and then cooked dinner in her room. I tried to help but it was obvious that I had no place in the kitchen atleast till that day. We had dinner and it was good. You can say this is because it had no contribution from me in it .after that we saw some TV and kept talking for a very long time.It was a great discussion and it included everything, our past lives, future plans and obviously gossip in the company and our group.
OFF DAY 1- SATURDAY 

There were 3 other people from Cyprus with us .They were Indians working in the Cyprus branch. So 2 of us from India and 3 from Cyprus decided to go out. Since it was the last weekend for some of them we decided to go for shopping. We went to many electronics shops and generally roamed around the place. We had lunch somewhere and then we roamed around a lot more .We did not get any calls from office so in short it was great and we enjoyed a lot.
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OFF DAY 2 –SUNDAY

My friend left back for India so I was the only Indian left in Taiwan (from my company that is).My superior from India was supposed to come in net 1-2 days. So on Sunday we decided to go out and see some place.But you se site life is hectic. So we woke up very late and finally left late in the afternoon. We had lunch (at Mcdonalds again)and then three of us went to a place called Danshui.
DANSHUI

Going to Danshui was itself a very interesting experience. We had to travel by the subway train and it was a long journey changing 3 trains in the way .Danshui is at one corner on the city .It has a nice waterfront and is much like Marine drive.We roamed around one street and did some shopping .Then we walked around the waterfront and it was very nice indeed. A cool sea breeze was blowing .We took some pictures and chatted for a long time.Finally we started our return journey.
SHILIN MARKET

We got off at a station while on our return journey. This place housed the famous night market called SHILIN MARKET.I had been here on my last trip so I knew the place a little bit. We roamed around a little bit and did some shopping.We then tried 2 find a place 2 eat .We were surprised to find a place by the roadside which was selling Indian food.
ALIBABA’S

This place was called Alibaba’s and he sold something which was like a Frankie. They had Veg and Chicken and it was Chicken Tikkas rolled in Rumali rotis which wer then rolled and given. We ate them with relish .But they were not spicy enough for us so he mad them more spicy and well that was not a good decision on our part. We had 2 of these frankies and then left for home.
FIRST FULL WEEK 

The next week was full of work and I didn’t get any time for any recreation. My Group leader had come from India. Also I had a colleague from Cyprus. So there were three of us. The time table was like this.

Wake up,get ready and reach office by 9-10AM.Then next leave for lunch .That also was had in one of 2 places. One was a Chinese place that gave good noodles and fried rice and the second one was McDonald’s. Then back in office and we used to leave at 11-1130PM.There used to be a lot of work. Well that is how site was. Then reach home (hotel that is).Dinner we used to eat out or cook Ready 2 Eat packets at home. But it was a different type of life and was good to experience. This continued till Friday.
SATURDAY and TAICHUNG
Finally we got to the weekend and we had made good plans. One of our Taiwanese colleague invited us to Taichung his hometown. This is another city in the western part of Taiwan south of Taipei. We decided that we would wake up early morning and get there. However ( since Saturday was our off day and we had spent a very strenuous week we woke up late. Finally we reached the bus terminal at around 1030AM.We had decided that would take a bus to Taichung. However the bus was at 130PM so we took the train .We went to Taipei Main Station which is the central hub of the city.
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THE TRAIN JOURNEY 

It has a metro station as well as the out station train terminal. And both of these train lines are below ground level. The Outstation trains run on meter gauge lines. The system is indeed great. The ticket collection and the platforms and the working of the system is very organized. We entered the train and found a place to sit. However we later found out that we just had journey tickets and no reservations so we had to stand. The journey was about 3 hrs long and standing was not the best part. We reached Taichung at about 2PM.The train journey was different from that in India as there were no people shouting to sell food and other things .There was however one guy who came to sell lunch but I guess he was a part of the staff . 
WELCOME TO TAICHUNG 

We waited for our colleague Rick at the railway station. He finally came with his wife and we then left in his car. They had recently married and they are a very sweet couple. His car was a Nissan and had many features. One among them was the rearview mirror which had digital displays in it and looked to out of a Star Wars flick.We first decided to have lunch at a Thai restaurant and then head for sightseeing.
We had decided to go to a place called Sun Moon Lake which is very beautiful and the star attraction of the place. However since we had reached Taichung late we dropped the idea and decided to see two other places instead.
THE WATER CLOCK

Outside the gate of the first place that we were supposed to go was a very big TIME FLOW CLOCK. There was an intricate system of water flowing through many vessels and cylinders and it somehow showed the correct time by the numbers of small round vessels filled.It was indeed a great feat of engineering. A picture would define things more clearly.
THEGREEN HOUSE

We first went to a place in Taichung which has the world’s largest GREEN HOUSE. It was a big cylindrical structure made of glass. There was a large fountain inside which sprayed water on most plants. The climate inside the Green House was controlled .The temperature and humidity inside was regulated. There was also a small waterfall inside. It felt like a tropical climate and for a second I felt I was in India.
It had plants from all over the world especially many from the tropical parts which is rare in Taiwan. We took one long round inside the Green House and then also saw the gift shop inside.There were many interesting things to buy there.
NEXT DESTINATION – THE SEA

Our next destination was the sea. We decided that we would go to the coast .There was no beach there but it was a very nice place. After a very long drive through all the weekend traffic we finally reached the place. We could not see the sea as it was a port and they had constructed a huge wall. The breeze was however very strong. This was an indication that a cyclone (typhoon in Taiwan)was approaching .We roamed around there.I took a snap of mine proposing on a knee to a wooden cutout of a girl .that was fund .Then we made our way to the coast walking on the wooden platform created especially for tourists. We also tried our hand at rock climbing by trying to climb the small wall that they had made just for climbers.
SEAFOOD

One our return we came across many shops selling sea food. There were all sorts of things there shrimps,prawns,frogs,octopuses,squids and other organisms that I didn’t know of. I did try some things but that is later (.
HIGHEST POINT IN TAICHUNG

Next we started our long journey from the coastal town and were back in Taichung. We then went to the hill which is the highest point in Taichung .we reached the place after a long time and it was worth the wait. It provided a view of the city from all 360 degrees. It was a nice quiet spot there .It had a cool breeze blowing and it provided a great view of the city. We could also spot some of the important landmarks of the city. It was also more of a Lover’s point and there were many couples all over the place.
THE AUTO SHOP
Finally we concluded our Taichung trip and headed back. Before leaving we went to this AUTO SHOP. One of my colleague wanted to check out parking sensors. The shop was huge. It was 3 floors big. It had all sorts of things , I had never seen an auto shop that big before . Also looking at the different goods on display I also felt that I must get somethings, even though I don’t have a car.;-)
CHIANG KAI SHEK MEMORIAL HALL

I went to the CKS memorial hall the next day. He is the father of the nation for the people of Taiwan . He helped the a lot ion getting independence. A big hall has been made in his honour. The entire life history has been written and many things from his life are exhibited there. His cars are also shown . It was nice to see how much love people have for him.
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NEXT FULL WEEK

My next full week was full of work. I was in office most of the time. When I had time  I did go to the electronics markets .That is the best thing about Taiwan .It has great electronics and good high quality stuff. I did enjoy my work also , there was a lot of responsibility put on me and I think I did well.
TRIP EXTENDED

My trip was supposed to be for just 2 weeks. However the next resource after me was not free so my trip was extended by 4 days. I was to return on Sunday 15th of October.

EXTRA SATURDAY

As my trip got extended I got one extra Saturday . I had seen most of the places so I had a good night’s sleep. I had lunch and then left in the evening. I had already been to the Taipei 101 but I decided to go again. I decided to explore the place on foot . I kept walking and walking . I think I must have walked a sufficient bit . I nearly walked the distance of 3 subway stations and reached the tower. I just went in the main shopping malls and not inside the main tower. It was nice 2 see the place. There are many shopping malls there and all are linked by common paths. So I walked the entire distance and saw all the malls . It was nice 2 see the place. It was nice 2 see people mingling amongst each other and having a good time. I think I must have walked a lot that day . After seeing al the malls I went to the electronic markets yet again. I used the subway for this. I did some shopping for my friends. After seeing that place for the umpteenth time I left for home.
I did not sleep that night, I just did the packing. I then left the hotek at about 6AM the next day.
TAIPEI AIRPORT

I reached the airport finished the formalities . I was sitting in the waiting lounge . I saw a clock there which was showing all times from LA to London to Seoul to Sydney. I just wondered how interesting these time differences are. I was much closer to LA from Taipei than I would have been from Mumbai.I inally boarded by Thai air flight and left for Bangkok.
CONCLUSION

This trip of mine to Taiwan had been great. This time I had been with my regular friends there and not alone. Then I had made some new friends from Cyprus. I had a great time overall. I was sure that I would come back again sometime to Taiwan . I still had a valid visa. However soon after coming back my project got changed. Alongwith that went my dreams of going 2 Taiwan . I had just fallen in love with that country. I hope I will get to go there again in the future some time.Till then it’s a fond farewell to Taipei and Taiwan. 
