






Trip to Taiwan 

From:  July 24th 2005 

To:    August 21st 2005
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Introduction:

I was lucky enough to be sent on my 3rd overseas trip within the 1st 7 months of 2005. My first 2 trips were to Cyprus and this was my 3rd trip to Taiwan.

My company sent me to our client site in Taiwan for a month. 

Day 1 : Sunday 24th July 2005
I left home at 0045AM as I had to reach the airport early. My parents were with me.  We went with our usual Taxi guy and reached the airport at around 2AM. This time I 

was flying by Cathay Pacific Airlines unlike Gulf Air which I had used for my previous 2 travels.My route was through Bangkok and Hong Kong. Then I was to change flights to Taipei in Taiwan.

I said goodbye to my parents. Its indeed nice to see the happiness on their faces that their kid is going abroad. They always wanted to go themselves but have not yet had a chance.Seeing their dreams coming true through me is a great thing for them . But definitely one day I will make their dreams come true.

Well anyway Cathay Pacific Airlines was just wow . Many many times better than Gulf Air. They have special arrangements for passenger boarding and all. Its very methodical. 

Well finally I was in my flight bound for Bangkok and Hong Kong,We were to have a half hour halt in Bangkok and then leave for Hong Kong . We had a transit flight in Hong Kong.

The food in the flight was ok. The special thing was that there were mini TVs on the back of each seat. They had around 40 audio and 40 video channels. They were showing the hindi movie SWADES on one of them . Also there were the comedy shows like FRIENDS , EVERYBODY LOVES RAYMOND and FRASIER. I have watched these shows so I was familiar with them.

BANGKOK:

We reached Bangkok around 3.5 hrs later .

We had passed over India , the bay of Bengal and Mynmar. There was a half hour stop in Bangkok and some passengers got off. I had seen Bangkok on Travel shows when I was a kid and had always wondered how it would be to go there someday .Anyway I was there and it felt great.

Bangkok looked great from an aerial view , big tall buildings and pagodas as well. Some of the pagodas were very colourful and beautiful. After admiring all that I watched some more TV and then thought about my next destination.

HONG KONG:

Ever since I was a kid I always wanted to visit Hong Kong. This was mainly through the many martial arts movie I had seen of Bruce Lee and Jackie Chan. The one I still remember was Enter The Dragon ,Also recently Rush Hour with Jackie Chan and Chris Tucker. 

I had gone to sleep when the announcement came that we were nearing Hong Kong. I had heard and seen on TV that Hong Kong has very big buildings just like New York. And when I saw them from the sky I was bowled over. They really were very big buildings. It looked like New York really .We saw a large part of the city from up above and it was just WOW!!. After admiring the skyline we finally landed in Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong airport has got an award for being the best airport in the world. So I wanted to definitely see if this was true. Its not like I have experience of seeing many airports but I was inquisitive. 

I must say I was just surprised by what I saw. It really is the best . The efficiency is remarkable. People assist you a lot about where you must go .The infrastructure is just great. It looks beautiful . We had only an hour till our next flight so we couldn’t admire Hong Kong much . We boarded our next flight for Taipei in Taiwan.

Our flight was a short 1hr and 20 min and we reached Taipei quickly

Welcome to Taipei.

We came out and had immigration. I always get very nervous when this happens. I have not had smooth immigration . my second trip to Cyprus I was in big trouble . Nothing happened but it was an interesting experience.

This was an anticlimax. I guess this guy did not know any english .He just put a stamp and did all the paperwork . He just checked my face to the 1 on the passport .

Baggage was then taken and we made our way out 

Journey to Hotel:

We had already booked our hotel or rather it was booked for us. We thought of getting a taxi . But then we saw a place where all the major hotels in Taiwan had their counters . Or hotel’s name was also there and so we went there directly. Those people were happy to see us and so booked a taxi for us .

The taxi ride was very nice . I was surprised by the roads inTaipei. They were very big and just like the roads you see in movies. I started a comparison between Taipei and New York . I have never been to New York but had seen it in movies. And this comparison was to continue for a week. We reached the hotel in around 90min.

The Room .

We were told to pay some deposit which I paid and then made my way to the room.

This time our room also had a kitchen so we could cook.when I made my way to the room I was surprised. It was great. 

It looked like an apartment. A hall with a big bed,a sofa and nice lamp.

It had a Panasonic TV which had 105 channels.

The kitchen was great with a fridge , a hot plate and a microwave oven

The bathroom was great with a big tub and free toothpaste, toothbrush  razor and other accessories. When I came to know the price of stay I was truly socked. It was around US$100 per day . WOW!!

That is expensive. That’s about my 2 months share of rent back home .(
We went out for a stroll in the evening and called home and went to office the next day .

OfficeDay 1 The Shock:

We reached at around 1030AM which was late but was excused as we were jet lagged.I was in for a shock there was a lot of work . I had never experienced it before. Luckily a colleague from my module was with me so he explained all the things to me.

On the first day itself I was in office till 0045AM

The week after that was pretty much the same but we used to leave at around 10-1030PM.Lunch was at a place where you get noodles and fried rice. That is pretty much what we could have . Other places had Beef and Pork which most of us including me don’t eat. 

There’s a McDonalds where we went once .It was good.

THE SNAKE MARKET:

There are 2 memories I will have of this week and this is 1 of it.We went to this place called LONGSHAN TEMPLE.There is a place there called SNAKE MARKET

So we went there one evening. Its mainly a good place for food. Authentic Taiwanese cuisine. But it has stuff indians mostly don’t eat. Beef, Pork etc.

There were shrimps, squids etc. 

We roamed around and saw many shops.

There were all sorts of articles. Just like fashion street in Mumbai.

Since we had a lot of time in Taiwan we didn’t buy anything .

The highlight was yet to come.

We went to a unique restaurant .

The sell meat which is different . their speciality is 



SNAKES !!!!!

Ya u heard it  right ( SNAKES!!

They were selling SNAKE SOUP.

That is snake meat with soup.

That’s not all. 

I advice jains and veggies to ignore the next 3-4 lines.

They were selling SNAKE BLOOD!!

It was horrifying 

Also SNAKE BILE and SNAKE VENOM!!

They were convincing people to come in.

They had a python at the door , a LIVE one.

So I went ahead and touched it. Its skin was very nice, like leather.

We went inside the shop , saw the stuff and came out .

Then we made our way to a different place . this was much of a streetside shop. 

Guess what he was also selling SNAKE MEAT!!

But he was actually convincing people to eat it .

This is horrifying stuff so don’t read it if you can’t handle it.

He had a live snake in a pair of tongs and he had boiling oil on the other side.

He was talking and telling people that snakes are good for health. Then he put the snake in the oil for a second and took him out again. 

He spoke for some time then did the same thing again

This went for about 20 min. It was the most horrifying thing I have seen in my life.

I felt really sorry for the snake.

Animal rights organizations would have gone over the roof. The snake was in a bad condition.

Finally he put the snake fully into the oil and his wife cut it to pieces.

It was really a sad thing to see.

I was very much repulsed by it .

I remember 1 thing about that show though.

He brought a piece of wood in the shape of the male reproductice organ.It was straight and hard.(
What he meant to say was that snakes are good for males for clearly displayed reasons.(
On another evening we went to another market called SHILLING MARKET.

This was ok nothing as compared to the other one.

On Saturday evening we went to a place called GANGHUA MARKET.

Its famous for electronic goods. I saw MP3 players there also Apple Ipods.

Planning to buy one now.

TAIPEI 101 :

On Sunday I went to the WORLD’S TALLEST BUILDING 

TAIPEI 101 .

I will send pics later .

Its indeed amazing and very beautiful. I then again started my comparison of Taipei and New York. , Taipei and scored one more point.

This building has the world’s fastest elevator.

It goes from floor 5 to floor 89 in 37 sec.

That was cool.

Speed 1010m/min

Also today afternoon  I COOKED 

veg biryani in hotel

just thoda paani jaada hua so it was more like veg soup with rice
this is in short what I did this week 

will write more later 

Taiwan week 2 – 1st August 2005 – 7th August 2005
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This is continuing where I left out . My first week in Taipei ,Taiwan was very eventful . The second week was however very hectic as we had a lot of work so we didn’t get to go out during the weekdays.

The routine time table was us going 2 office in the morning at around 10-1030Am and leaving at around midnight or even later.

THE TYPHOON:

There was a big Typhoon in Taiwan on Friday 5th August 2005. We had got a day off from work . And since it was raining all day we couldn’t go out . So we spent all day in the hotel. We had heard from the forecast that it would be a very big typhoon and would cause a lot of destruction . But to our surprise it wasn’t that much. Normal rains in Mumbai are worse.:). Anyway we got a holiday so it was good.

However since it was my last day I had to go to office to complete pending work. I went at 9PM and came back at 3AM that day.

SATURDAY 6TH August 2005.

This was practically our last day in Taiwan as we were leaving the next day at 7AM. We got ready and went to the main Electronics Market.

ELECTRONICS IN TAIWAN:

If there is anything Taiwan is famous for its electronics. You get everything there . People go there to buy all kinds of things.We found many shops selling laptops ,pen drives, MP3 Players,Apple Ipods, External USB HDDs and also monitors.Memory and LCD Displays are very cheap there and are popular.

I had thought of buying a Ipod but later settled for a external HDD and a memory card for my cell.One should consider Taiwan for buying electronics.

There are 2 main markets there for this , Ganghua and Nova. We visited both of them. They were really good. 

We had lunch at McDonalds that day. Here you have a problem if you are a vegetarian as then the only thing left for you is French Fries. All burgers have atleast Chicken or Beef. 

THE MIRAMAR FERRIS WHEEL :

In the evening we went to the Miramar Ferris Wheel. It is the second largest in the world . The first one is in London. It was a long line but finally we got in . It was a 15 min ride.We got a nice view of the entire city. We could see the Taipei 101 building and also the domestic airport .it was indeed great to see an aircraft taking off.

SNAKE MARKET AGAIN:

It was about 11PM and we didn’t know what to do . So we decided to go to the snake market again.we saw the same things again. Snakes , their blood and many other things.We did some shopping ,souveneirs and clothes mainly.We bought some showpieces of a Laughing Buddha and Dragons which I guess are the perfect symbol of China and Taiwan .

THE TAIWAN METRO:

The one thing I will definitely remember about Taiwan is their metro. It is a very big network.They have 4 different lines . they have named them by colours Blue (bannanline), Brown(Muzha line) ,green and another colour which I don’t remember now.:)

They have major stations connecting the lines. At these connecting stations they have 1 line above the ground and 1 below . In some cases they have 2 lines below the ground and different depths.

They have great efficiency in the system. They have TV screens which tell in how many minutes AND SECONDS  the train will be coming. 

When the train is about to come lights start flashing near the end of the platform signaling that the train is coming . 

In the train itself they have regular announcements in Taiwanese and Chinese.

An example is this: it sounds better with aTaiwanese accent but anyway 

“ Next station , Zhongxiao Fuxing station. Please get down here to change trains for Taipei Main Station and Ximpu station”

You can get a monthly pass for NT$500 . Using this you can go directly and there is no hassle for tickets . When you return the pass you get back the deposit of NT $100.

There are escalators at each station. Another interesting thing is that there are about 4-5 exits from each station in different directions. So generally when specifying how to travel by the metro people also specify the exit.

TAIWAN INFRASTRUCTURE:

The most striking thing about Taiwan is its Infrastructure.The roads , rail network , taxis and all other facilities are just great . There are very tall buildings . It looks just like New York (though I have never been to NY I am making this comparison( )

There are big broad and very clean roads.

THE FOOD:

You get Chinese food here and also other cuisines. As I said people eat almost anything including snakes.

MY HOTEL:

I was booked in a hotel apartment and the rent was US$100 per day. I had a kitchen which had a refrigerator, a hot plate ,microwave etc.

I am no great cook but I did try some experiments.I was successful in noodles, omlettes, rice,dal etc.

We had also brought ready to eat packets from India and we cooked them.

Semi Cooking Success:

With great enthusiasm I decided to make Veg Biryani. I had brought the masala powder from India. I got the rice and the other things and started . It was going on very well. I cooked the rice and later put it in a frying pan to make the biryani. However there was a lot of rice stuck to the vessel so I put some water in it an dput that extra rice along with the water into the pan. 

Well it turns out the water was put in a bit more 

So what was SUPPOSED to be veg biryani turned out to be VEG SOUP WITH RICE

( but it was not that bad , I liked it and finished it all.

THE CULTURE AND POLITICS

Taiwan has Chinese culture mostly . but it’s a city waiting to embrace the future. They have modernized it a lot and they want Taipei to be a world city. I noticed an increasing influence of US culture here especially in the younger generation. They have always enjoyed the support of US. They have a very interesting relationship with mainland China .Many people in Taiwan want Taiwan to become a part of China again.

There are many rail stations in Taipei which have names of places in China.

THE CONCLUSION 

Finally on Sunday 7th August 2005 we left Taipei-Taiwan at 7AM . We hadn’t slept at all the previous night .we boarded a Cathay Pacific flight to Hong Kong.

We had a 90 min flight to Hong Kong . Then we had a flight to Bnagkok and Mumbai which was much longer.

But the trip was not to end . Hong kong was going to present something very interesting.

( but that is a different description.

