Hong Kong Trip : 7th August 2005 : 930AM to 3PM
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Hi again to everyone.
I had never thought I would be writing this description when I went to Taipei-Taiwan on 24th July 2005. But as luck would have it I DID go to Hong Kong and luckily I am writing this description.

We had imagined a scenario of going to Hong Kong before our Taiwan and had done a bit of planning for it.

My return flight was by Cthay Pacific . we had a transit in Hing Kong .

It was as follows :

Taipei – Hong Kong  Start 1120AM at Taipei and reach Hong Kong at 1PM 

Hong Kong – Mumbai  Start 220PM and reach Mumbai at 730PM (Mumbai time)

Mumbai is 2.5 hrs behind Hong Kong while Taipei and Hong Kong have no time difference.

But we did a bit of research and found that there is a flight from Taipei to  Hong Kong at 630AM. So we thought that we would do this and get about 4-5 hours in Hong Kong. 

We had requested our travel agent to do so and thankfully he did it.but later our stay was cut short and we came back in 2 weeks. So our tickets were reconfirmed but there was a change of flight and hence we reached Hong Kong at 930AM .So an hour was lost.
HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT :

Hong Kong airport has got an award for the best airport in the world. I was lucky enough to visit it. And I must say I agree . when I saw the AIRPORT all I could say was WOW!!
It is very very big.
The runway is very busy with planes taking of and landing at a hig frequency.

Also there are many gates so it takes a long time to get to the gate after landing.

There is a RAILWAY INSIDE THE AIRPORT . This is to  take passengers from one part of the airport to another . To go to some gates you have to take the train . That is just unbelievable.

It has 2 big sections of arrivals and departures with departures being on the upper level. It has 80 GATES so you can judge how big it is . And the people there are very helpful.they have a dedicated staff to help transit passengers telling them where to go and how to go there.
They have a very nice duty free section too. When we entered the airport there were people waiting to assist us.

But there is one problem when you have an airport which is this big. It gets very confusing sometimes and you get lost . It can be a problem if you are traveling alone as you may panic.

We lost some time trying to find the person or counter where we could ask as to what we should do to go out and what procedures need to be followed.Finally we found a Cathay Pacific counter where the lady gave us a slip after examining our documenst and the boarding pass.

She mentioned us to go out to the immigration counter. We went there and after the police officer checked our documents he told us to go to the main counter .

That person asked us where we had come from and where we were going. After verifying everything he put a stamp on my passport.

Finally I had got another stamp on my passport. (
There is one funny thing at al immigration counters. They verify your picture on the passport by looking at the photo and then at your face. If you think about it ,it’s a very funny situation as you don’t know what expression to give. You can’t smile as you are very conscious of yourself and other expressions are not appropriate.
THE TRAVEL ASSISTANT LADY:

We decided to go to the Hong Kong tourism helpdesk .There was a nice ,sweet girls sitting there . She had long black hair and black glasses.It was 10AM .We clearly told her that our flight was at 220PM . She told us that we have to be back by 1PM . So we had 3 hours. She told us that considering the time we had 2 possible places to go.One was to go to a hill from where we would get a clear view of the city and the skyline  but going there was complicated .The second was to go to the harbour and go to the opposite side of the creek. We would be going to Kowloon island from Hong Kong .Kowloon provides a great view of the Hong Kong skyline.
I must say that she was a very nice person almost like an angel who helped us out. She told us to get some money exchanged and then get the train to Hong Kong city. 

She went out of her way to help us .She is my favorite person in Hong Kong.

 You can say I fell in love with her. (
THE AIRPORT EXPRESS:

Hong Kong airport is far away from the city.so you have to catch a rain to go there. Its no ordinary train. Its called the Airport Express. It has just 3 stops in the way and then you reach Hong Kong. The train was amazing . it had seats and behind EACH SEAT WAS A TV. 
WOW!!

I mean we can imagine if aircrafts ahd one but trains. It was a very fast train which got us there in 25 min.

We had to get to a place called Fisharman’s wharf and to a place called Star Pier. From there we would get the next boat to Kowloon. The fare was HK$ 1.7 where 1HK$ = Rs 7

We first lost sometime in finding the way but because of the address in English and Chinese (given to me by my crush in Hong Kong of course) we reached the place. 

While going to the pier we spent more time looking upwards rather than ahead at the road.
All we could see on all sides were sky scrapers.We were  in awe of it all.

The boatride was very much like we would have in India. Now again in the boat we were looking at Hong Kong island and its skyscrapers. It was just great and I was open mouthed.
After about 15 min we reached the other side.

KOWLOON:

There is a monument here made by the British called the Victoria memorial. It’s a long tower with a hige clock at the top. Also there are museums . There is also a planetarium. We just kept walking along the promenade and it was just wonderful .  Most of the time we were just looking at the skyline across the creek.

There were many tourists here .

AVENUE OF STARS:

All of us know about the HOLLYWOOD WALK OF FAME in Los Angeles. There you have an avenue where you have a star by the name of all the major Hollywood stars. In some cases you also have their handprints.
Well in Hong Kong you have the same for all the major stars of the Hong Kong film industry.

This included my childhood heroes Bruce Lee and Jackie Chan.

There were also stars of Jet Li , Michelle Yeoh and Chow –Yun-Fat.

We took snaps of all of there and made our way ahead.
THE BRONZE WORK:

They have made this a major tourist attraction. So there wer bronze statues showing the act of filmmaking .
There was a camera , a director’s chair and statues of people shooting a scene.

There were 2 such scenes and al the tourists were loving it .
We were here till 1215PM. Then we realized that we must get back. 

So we started our return journey .

I had finished my camera roll and now was taking pics only on my cell.

The weather was very hot and humid almost like mumbai. We were carrying our cabin luggage with us and it was heavy. We were beginning to FEEL TH HEAT as they say. (
We came back to the jetty and took the boat again.

This time while returning I saw a big ship called STAR CRUISES parked in the harbour.

I had seen a travel show of Hong Kong  when I was a kid and I remembered it . it’s a very famous cruise and many people take it.

While returning we were looking at the skyline again.

We were a bit worried if we were late or not .but we came back to Hong Kong station and took the airport express again

We reached the airport at 120PM which was ok .

We did some shopping in the duty free and later left for our gate .

Hong Kong being such a big airport we lost our way a bit but did reach our gate 68 finally without any problems. (. Our trip to Hong Kong had ended successfully and had gone exactly accordingly to plan.

CONCLUSION:

Ever since I wa a kid I had watched many karate and kung fu movies and had seen Hong Kong in them . I had wished that hopefully I will get to go there one day . Thankfully it was fulfilled. I remember “Enter The Dragon “ and “Rush Hour 2” where Hong Kong was shown a lot.
To compare mine and Jackie Chan’s hands ( was also a very great experience . I have to thank my travel agent for this as he booked an earlier flight for us .

I hope I get to go there again.
Some of my colleagues went by Thai Air where you have a stopover in Bangkok.

Actually even this time our aircraft halted at Bangkok for refueling but we were not allowed toleave the aircraft.

. (. Well I hope next time (if there is any) I get to go there . Have heard a lot about it .

But it would mean another description for you to read.

