Hi 
These are the mails I had sent to my friends from Cyprus on my second trip there . Though I didn’t have time to write a second description the mails cover most of the things

Mail 1:  30th May 2005

Hi all

Good morning !!!

CALIMERA !!!!!

Yeah finally I am mailing 

I have got my PC but the phone isn’t working yet so will give u a number later 

Have reached safely here 

All is fine

Get ready for the description

Flight:

Left home at 0030 hrs and reached airport 

My colleagues from pune came later 

We went in and had the normal procedures

Plane left 1 hour late at 630am India time

So got 2 see the sunrise from the plane it was beautiful

Also got 2 see Mumbai from the sky 

Have 2 say that our city is indeed the most beautiful in the world

The buildings , roads , nariman point and the coastline was just gr8 

We landed in bahrain and after a 5 hr halt we left for Cyprus and reached at 430 pm

Saturday we just went out for a stroll and called home 

Visa jhol:

Well at Cyprus airport my immigration wasn’t as smooth as last time

I showed my docs and the details of the contact person in Cyprus 

Yet he wasn’t convinced and he told me 2 sit at the side

Now I was starting 2 feel a bit tense

Then my friend who came with me 2 cyprus started 2 call me from beyond the line

His immigration was done and he had come 2 see why I was so late 

I told him I will come soon

The main superintendent saw him and caught him

He called both of us and asked us many qs

We told him that we had a visa and yet he wasn’t convinced 

He took both our passports and then went away 

By this time it was late and others came 2 enquire abt us 

We told them 2 go away else they would be caught too

Finally all was clear and after asking many qs he let us all go

Then he told us " u work in Amdocs why didn’t u tell me before ?

Amdocs is the keyword, then u would nt have been hassled at all

Sunday:

We went 2 a beautiful place called " governor's beach " in Cyprus 

It was beautiful and many ppl were on the beach 

Its similar to BAGA BEACH in goa

Needless to say  the guys will understand that it was just a treat for the eyes 
Lunch:

Finally this time we tasted the Cyprus traditional dish FISH MEZE

Its v big and 3 of us shared it 

It had many varieties of fried fish and fries and salad

Well I feel immense pride in saying that even though I am a veggie I had the following last afternoon

Friend prawns, SQUID     AND also OCTOPUS

I had never thought I would eat all that but I did and it was gr8 

Monday:

These ppl are really prepared for us 

On day 1 itself we have been given assignments

So I am under a lot of load

Thanks for all u r mails 

Will mail in detail later and also send pics


All else is fine

Will give my office and hotel no later 

Take care 

Miss u all a lot 

yours

 ajit

Mail 2 : June 6th 2005

hi all
i hope u r doing fine
well i know u ppl must be getting irritated by this but anyway i am 
sending my 2nd report of all what we all did here last week
the week was fine with work 
on saturday was my team mate's birthday 
4th june
so on friday night 2 of us had gone out to bring a cake for him
we then gave him a surprise at midnight
we had brought a delicious caramel cake 
i had never tasted something like it in india , it wasgr8 
on monday we went to the beach here in limassol , our city itself
we then saw that at this particular place there were watersports
they had parasailing , jetskis and many other things
5 of us went together and decided 2 try out 2 things 
PARASAILING and BANANA
BANANA
well we all went in the banana first 
we put on life jackets
its a long banana shaped and banana coloured plastic canoe type thing 
5 of us sat on it and held it by the straps provided
we then were pulled by a motorboat attached by a long rope to the 
banana 
it was v exciting slowly the boat gained speed and we were being 
splashed by water 
we went deep into the sea
but the most exciting moment was yet 2 come
we were being pulled at gr8 speed
suddenly the motorboat made a sharp right turn and we were pulled 
because of the large CENTRIFUGAL FORCE  we were all thrown OVERBOARD
INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE MEDITERRANEAN sea
we all were under water for some chilling moments 
some of us didnt know to swim
but we finally came 2 the surface thanks to the life jackets 
every 1 was a bit scared but then we realized we were not going 2 sink
the boat driver told us to climb onto the banana again
some of my friends had difficulty climbing on 
2-3 of them didnt know to swim and u could see the fear on their faces
but really speaking every 1 had felt of atleast a moment that he was 
sinking and this is the end
it was a true adrenaline rush
we climbed backon and then boat driver again started 
he told us that he won't putus in the water again 
he then brought us back 2 the shore
PARASAILING
i had done this before but decided 2 do it again 
after the banana experience we were a bit terrified but we went ahead
we all left in a motorboat 
i was the first to volunteer 
a safety harness was put on me in addition to the life jacket
the people doing this were scottish so it was easier to communicate 
with them in english
the parachute was attached to me and then the motorboat gained speed
a rope connected me to the boat 
i was behind the boat and the rope was elongating 
finally as the boat gained speed and coz of the parachute behind me i 
was pulled and then I WAS AIRBORNE
:)
it felt gr8 to fly in the air 
i was gaining height 
i could see the entire blue sea and also the coast 
as the altitude increased i could see entire limassol
i was waving to my friends in the boat below
it was a 15 min long ride and i will never forget it 
it was 1 of the memorable experiences of my life 
it was windy , cool and just heavenly
i could see the horizon 
and finally at the end of it i exactly landed on the boat in the middle 
of the sea
:)
all of us enjoyed parasailing
we then made our way back 2 the shore 
while coming back he put on music of the BEATLES on the boat 
that was gr8 
we then spent time on the beach swimming and sitting on the beach 
needless to say there was 
LOTS TO SEE THERE 
:)  :)
we then went for lunch and had a large TUNA PIZZA !!!
i have never had TUNA before , it was interesting
saturday evening we were in the hotel
SUNDAY :
we went 2 a beach again , KOURION BEACH 
I had gone there last time
this time it was very crowded with many ppl and families also 
it was again gr8 2 be there for there were many things 2 see
:)
we njoyed a lot there 
sunday evening we went 2 a show called TIME ELEVATOR 
its a 40 min long show
it has seats which move
like those virtual reality rides
it told us about the history of Cyprus from 2500 BC to date
it was nice to know about everything
it was very informative and also very enjoyable
we then came home after that 
thus was my 2nd weekend in Cyprus 
conclusion :
1thing that has happened is that all of us are 
CONSIDERABLY TANNED coz of so much time spent under the sun and onthe 
beach 
and being on the beach has been a TREAT :)
baki alls fine 
more later next week 
take care 
yours
ajit

 

Mail 3 : June 14th 2005

hi 

hope u r doing fine 

well i am doing fine here in Cyprus 

the last week June 6 to 12 was a very nice 1

Mon to Friday 

well this week had a lot of work, training 

the work was hectic but very interesting and we had to wait late in 

office also 

Friday evening

we all decided to go out. see in Cyprus all cities are divided into 2 

parts

a TOWN AREA AND A TOURIST AREA

tourist area has all facilites for tourists and is the happening place 

we all went there for dinner 

we had chinese food

well this was actual CHINESE FOOD not INDIAN CHINESE FOOD 

it was gr8 

then we walked around the tourist area and also saw the happening 

places

we also saw the night life and we came back home (ie hotel) :)

SATURDAY AND AYIA NAPA

AYIA NAPA is 'THE'place to be in cYPRUS

its the number 1 tourist attraction in the summer 

we hadnt gone there last time as we had come during the OFF SEASON

this time however we decided 2 go 

it has the most beautiful beaches

it is THE place 2 be

ayia napa has sandy beaches

also there is white sand

so what happens is that u can see the sea bed from the water 

its absolutely beautiful

we could also see fishes swimming with us in the water

the water was just so clear 

we went into the water and swam for an hour 

there were water sports 

but we had done them the previous weekend so we didnt do them this time

also there was BUNGEE JUMPING 

:)

that is 1 thing i always wanted 2 do 

but unfortunately there was a strong wind blowing that time 

so it was unsafe and was hence closed

we hanged around the beach all day 

i forgot to mention the main thing that makes this beach different 

:)

lets just say that people WEAR LESS CLOTHING HERE :)

the guys will understand what iam saying 

almost 65-70% of the people

:)

so it was a gr88 day 

in the evening we left the beach and had lunch at a place

the waiter there was a nepali student 

he knew hindi so we could speak to him easily

then we kept walking to the main part of town

it was a long walk 

we reached a FAIR 

it was mainly a children's fair and it had a lot of rides

childrean in this country have  agr8 time 

we dont have this kind of stuff in india 

there were so many rides

the kids were having a nice time

we were there for a long time

we then went to see the nightlife 

we did some more timepass till 2AM

during this time we had spoke to a guy who arranged for SCUBA DIVING

he had told us to come at 12 noon the next day 

we had decided 2 go 

it was 230 AM now and all the hotels were booked 

THE EERIE NIGHT:

we all did not know what to do and how to pass the time

we had dinner at McDonalds at 2AM

:)

then we sat by a bench on the roadside 

1 guy slept on another bench 

we didnt know what to do 

so we slept on the bench by the road

there were cars and taxis passing by so it wasnt deserted 

but some ppl stared at us as they passed by 

then we thought of what we would say if the cops saw us 

we cooked up sa story that we were tourists and our taxi was going 2 

come at 7AM so we didnt know what to do 

also we didnt have our passports

later i came up with another idea

i said lets just sit in some restaurant which is open through out the 

night

so no 1 can ask us anything then 

we had to pass time till 12 noon the next day for scuba diving

but the challenging part was passing time till dawn

so we sat in "BURGER KING"

we were there till 430AM

by now every 1 was tired 

so we decided 2 call it quits and go home

we decided to go there next  weekend 

we took a taxi at 415 am and came home by 530am

we were really tired and slept in the taxi

also 1 thing is different here 

dawn breaks very early 

it was at 430AM on sunday june 12

nightfall is also very late

at about 830PM

so its a long day 

SUNDAY 

we slept all day on sunday in the hotel

we had lunch in our room and then we all played DUMB CHARADES 

its a game i love a lot 

in the evening we went out for a stroll and sat at the jetty by the 

coast 

later we had dinner outside

overall it was a gr8 weekend

i really enjoyed and i have some unforgettable memories of it 

they include that time at night when all were tired and sleepy and yet 

roaming the streets wondering if we would get in trouble if police 

caught us foreigners without passports

the passports were in our  hotel

but it was gr8 

thats it for now

take care 

all thebest 

yours

ajit

Mail 4:  20Th June 2005

hi all
well iam back with my weekly update
this past weekend was our4th in CYPRUS
also coincidentally it was my birthday on
friday 17th june 
so 1st i would take this opportunity to thank all those who wished me 
Thanks a lot
it was a gr8 weekend though we didnt do much
 

THE BIRTHDAY:
i was expecting (actually hoping) that i would get some sort of a party
i thought that every 1 would come 2 my room at midnight just like we 
did last time for my colleague's birthday 
but at midnight nothing happened
i was watching a movie on TV and went 2 sleep at 1AM
next day at breakfast in the hotel also nothing happened 
i was surprised
in the office it was as usual 
nothing happened 
i was beginning 2 feel a little disappointed
we have a software installed on the PCs here wich gives a notification 
of birthdays of all people in the address book
the whole day nothing happened from my team
i however got many mails and ecards and good wishes from office friends 
in India 
And many more from my friends in college 
i had work and so was in office till 9PM
then i called home and we made our way 2 the hotel
i wanted to eat out and have a walk along the beach atleast 
but my grp told there were very tired and wanted to go to sleep 
we had dinner at a chinese place near the hotel and surprisingly all 
then went 2 my rooms
now i was really disappointed 
it was 1030PM and nothing had happened 
i realized that spending u r bday away from family n friends in a 
foreign country isnt gr8 
just then some 1 knocked on my door and i went 2 open it
they were all there 
:)
all ofthem shouted and ran in 
they all hugged me 
they had brought a cake 
also since we didnt have a knife we cut the cake using a SPOON
thats a first for me
then we celebrated and had a gr8 time
it was a big black forest cake 
also cakes in cyprus are big and can't be finished off easily
:)
we then played DUMB CHARADES in our room till 3AM and then went off 2 
sleep
it was a good birthday overall
it was the 1st surprise party i have ever got in life
it was gr8 
i would like 2 thank all my prj team members for making that day special

SATURDAY 
well we didnt do much slept in the hotel all day and then went out in 

the evening
a friend of mine came to cyprus along with her senior 
they came as part of a different prj 

it was gr8 2 have them on board

 

SUNDAY 
we went 2 the hotel swimming pool and had a gr8 time
in the evening we went out to the sea 2 a jetty where we sit and 

chatand play dumb charades in the moonlight

this was all we did last week

all else is fine
take care 
thanks for reading

yours
ajit
