




MY CHINA TRIP

I had the lucky I chance of going to China as part of a business trip on 6th May 2006. I was sent for 1 month. I always wanted to go to China and it was a great experience. I really enjoyed it . it is always great to visit a new country and this is no different. My previous trips were to Cyprus and Taiwan which were island countries so this was my first trip to a mainland.
Prologue
There are many projects in my company and my project was changed to this Chinese client in November. I was very excited then. This is a very important project for my company and it is on a very large scale and is very complex too.I joined this project on 7th November 2005. I was iin 1 module and in December I was transferred to another rmodule. Finally I was sent in May for Pre production UAT support onsite to Beijing China.
I was very excited when I was told to apply for the visa and finally one day I was told that I would be flying on 5th May 2006. I did all my preparations and made sure I was ready .
The Singapore Trip that didn’t happen.

On my previous 2 trips to Taiwan I had gone by Cathay Pacific and Thai Air. On both the occasions I had a transit in Hong Kong and Bangkok respectively. Each time I had gone out and seen the cities in the time that I had. So this time I requested the Travel agent to book tickets from Singapore so that I can get a chance to see Singapore during my transit. He did book tickets for me from Singapore Airlines but they were of 9th and I was supposed to fly on 5th. My manager asked him if he could get tickets of 5th. There were no seats left initially so the travel agent said he would try. In the end he did manage to get a ticket for Thai Air and hence my journey was proponed. So my Singapore sightseeing dreams disappeared with that. I do hope I get to go there someday.
Depature from Mumbai.
I went directly from Pune to Mumbai airport. I share a car with another colleague who was going to Israel. My roommate was with me till Mumbai. There was a lot of traffic on my way to the airport hence I was very worried if I would get there in time. But I did get there hence I was relieved when I saw that I wasn’t late. The Mumbai airport also helped me in this . The conveyor belt which carries all the baggage into the airplanes was somehow not working hence there was a big delay at the airport. This however worked to my advantage.:) . Also there was a big line at immigration. There was however a lot of delay and the Thai Air people were rushing us to get to the flight soon .Finally I got there somehow without any hitches.:). Also I was lucky enough to see ‘Rohan Gavaskar ‘ an indian cricketer and son of the legendary Sunil Gavaskar.
Mumbai to Bangkok

This was my second time in Thai air and 3rd overall. It was a nice flight without any hitches and I reached Bangkok in time. The flight was 3.5 hrs long. Bangkok International Airport was very nice. I did not go out this time and I just roamed around the airport. My former group leader (read as immediate superior) was with me so I was just roaming around with him. After browsing through the duty free we made our way to the terminal for our next flight to Beijing. were a pleasant surprise was awaiting me. 
BOEING 747 JUMBO JET.
All of us know about this but even then I will give a background. This was the largest passenger aircraft till the Airbus A380 just beat it recently. I had seen many shows about it on the Discovery Channel. I was in awe of this jet whenever I used to come to airports as a kid . I always wanted to travel in one. It is very large with a capacity of almost 1000.  Also it is a double Decker. It is mostly used on the very busy air routes. I used to assume that it was used only on the busy European routes. So when I was that I was going to travel in this from Bangkok to Beijing I was overjoyed. I took many snaps of the aircraft from outside but I wanted to know how it was from the inside. I was curious to know how this 2 storey structure is.I finally got to see it when I went in
From the main entrance there is the First and Business class to the left. To the right are 2 long aisles which lead to the economy classes. And in between them is a small staircase which leads to the second floor. I assume First and Business class passengers sit there too. The pilot also sits there. So if you se the people who sit on the lower level sit directly below and in some cases below and ahead of the pilot . What a view they must be having. Also the aircraft was huge. Even the economy class seats were very good. There was a ot of leg room unlike other aircraft I have had the fortune to be in . In short I just fell in love with the boeing 747 and I hope I will get to travel in it again.
Touchdown Beijing

I reached Beijing at about 1610hrs local time on Saturday 6th of May. When I landed Beijing didn’t look that big at all. All the buildings that I saw were small and it looked more like a small town to me . Boy was I in for a mistake. Customs and Immigration were not a problem .He just asked me a few questions as to why I was here and the answers were pretty simple. The standard answer  ‘Business meetings. The airport was pretty big and infact they are constructing another bigger terminal on the opposite side. Finally after getting my baggage I got out of the airport.
The Climate.

Beijing comes right below Russia and Siberia so it gets a lot of cold winds. Also since there is no big mountain range to block them they come unhindered to Beijing. Also its pretty high by latitude. So tthis is the first time I had got a chance to be in a country with Temperate climate. I had heard a lot about this especially England , that it has a temperate climate and that you will never even get a sweat there. Also that you are always refreshed and you don’t get tired easily. Well so far I was agreeing with all that . Here also a passing thought came as to how important the Himalayas are to us. They block out all the cold winds from the north else India would have also been a very cold country. 
The hotel.

I and my superior got a cab and went to the hotel. There a luxurious room was awaiting me. I have been in good hotels but this was just amazing. It was a 1BHK apartment you can say. There was a big hall with a TV. There was a big kitchen with a refridgerator , a washing machine , an iron and a microwave. The bathroom was excellent with a  tub and a separate glass room for a bath. The bedroom had another TV. So I felt like a very rich man then ;-). I owned my own 2 TVs and had a nice big room.
Day 1 

That evening I went out with my friends. We had dinner at a Mcdonalds (where else in day 1 ( ).This was the  4th different country where I was going to a Mcdonalds. I had the same standard things we have. We then went around and saw many places . we were moving around by taxi. Though I was jetlagged I went with my friends as I didn’t want to miss anything of China for the small time that I was there. I arrived home late at night and went to sleep.
Office day 1 

Though it was a Sunday I had to go to office. My teammate was with me. I had to get all the formalities done liking getting an identity card and other documentation. It  being a Sunday there was not much work  and we left office at around 6 . we went home that evening and prepared dinner at our home .
Week 1 : Hectic as hell

Then started my 1st proper week in office and it was bad. There were 2 of us who were representatives from 1 module and we had our hands full. We had to solve problems , fix defects , resolve issues , help people ,send reports and do all this everyday. It was a challenge working with Chinese people and a lot of fun too. I got a chance to work with people of many nationalities and it was like a small world in itself. I had to stay late nights and a typical average day was from 10AM to 1130PM. I really loved my work during this period and I think I did pretty well too. The interaction with client and our partner company was what I enjoyed the most . I can go into detail about this but I am not allowed to disclose more information publicly.
Weekend 1 : Tianamen Square and The Forbidden City

I had less time on this trip so I wanted to finish off everything at the earliest . I had planned to go to the Great Wall Of China but I got up late (yet again () and missed the last bus at 11AM. So I went with my friend to see the next 2 landmarks Tianamen Square and The Forbidden City.

Everyone knows the history behind Tianamen square. It was a very big memorial and there were flags of China there. Centrally was the memorial of Chairman Mao Zedong. I went inside with my friend and we saw the memorial. It was a nice n serene place. 
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Photo shoots and celebrities.

We were just taking some snaps when 1 lady came up to us and said that she wanted a snap with us . I was surprised. We were being treated as celebrities. We gladly accepted and she took snaps with us. Needless to say we took a snap with her too ;-0. we really felt like movie stars for a second. 
Chinese Photo poses.

There was this really funny site we saw many a time. When Chinese people take snaps the person taking the snaps stands in really funny poses. Its really hilarious sometimes. Sometimes they squat in funny ways while sometimes it feels as if they are riding horseback. We took snaps of many such poses. However we ourself didn’t pose in any untoward way (.
Cute Kids

The first thing anyone will like about China is that the kids here are really cute. They look so sweet and innocent. We took snaps with this cute little girl with red,rosy cheeks . She was the most innocent thing I have seen in my life. We took many snaps with kids.
Layout of the place.

The square is surrounded by monuments on all sides. On one side is the parliament while on the opposite side is the museum.it also had a hige clock which shows the countdown to the Beijing Olympics. The other side has forbidden city.
Forbidden City 

This is a big palace like structure similar to the red Fort in Delhi. It was a palace of the kings in the past and it is called forbidden as no men were allowed there especially when the queen was expecting a baby. Only women and eunuchs (ya u heard it right) were allowed. We went in and saw a large part of the palace. It showed ancient Chinese architecture and was nice to see.
Traditional Chinese dress 

We went to this place were there were traditional Chinese dresses . I decided to try out this beautiful Emperor’s dress. It was yellow in color .There was also a throne there where we could sit and take snaps. We took man snaps there and had a lot of fun.  We then found a Chinese couple there and took snaps with them too. There were also some Chinese girls in traditional dresses and it was funtaking snaps with them . For a second it felt as if there were a king and a queen there (.
The Prince follows.

There was this young chinese boy there about 6 yrs old. He was also in the yellow dress. We took some snaps with him too. It felt as if the emperor and the prince were together. We played with him a lot , he was shy at first but  then he had a lot of fun with us . I sent this snaps to my friends and they said that it looked as if I had a Chinese family. 
Temple of Heaven

This was the next place went too. It’s a popular tourist attraction. Its mainly a very old temple but what struck me more was the garden around it. It was the most beautiful garden I had seen; it had many types of flowers in full bloom and in a wide variety of colors. We saw the temple ,roamed around in the garden and had a nice time. We also saw some people playing some traditional Chinese music on the street. It was a small orchestra and was it nice to hear their soothing music. 
Silk Market 

If there was anything I liked in China after the Great Wall, it was the silk market .It is Market where you can get everything after bargaining. It has Chinese duplicate goods. I went there many times and enjoyed each time. I got some good deals also . 
Markets they r fun as u do a lot of bargaining.They say 400 as the price and u say 30 :) then their next no is 150. u stay at 30 then its 100, 90 and finally after a lot of haggling u do get it for 30.

Teenage girls do the selling and they r good .They keep saying
1> u look so handsome
2> 2> get this for your wife , shes so lucky 
3> 3> u no have wife then get for your GF she like it a lot 
4> 4> if u no have GF u buy this u will have 10GFs
5> 5> u r friend i give u good price others i no give good price
Tey try 2 attract you with their charm .they have strategies for this. if u have a friend whos telling u 2 go they block him out . 1 girl standing at the door is always v small and cute and when u .finally leave she says making a crying face 
 "u buy its so cheaper cheaper "
 " please buy i give v good price"
 so finally u buy or leave the shop with a guilty feeling :)
I really had a lot of fun haggling with these people.

The next 1 week was also spent in a similar way. It used to be very hectic during the week. I had to work long and hard . so I used to just come home and sleep or go out with my friends in the evenings and try new cuisines. But it was a nice time. It is indeed hard to work on a client site as you have a lot of pressure on you. 
Pearl Market 

This is another market I went to the next weekend. It is also like silk market and has many things .However it specializes in Pearls. I bought a small necklace and earrings for my mom. Then I just roamed around and had some fun with the shopkeepers as I did in the silk market.
Movie in china

I saw the movie ‘The Da Vinci Code’ in China. It was the first time I was watching a movie in another country. It was a nice experience and the movie was good as well.
Great Wall of China 

Now this is what I was waiting for. I always wanted to visit one of the Seven Wonders of the World. I could not go the previous week as I was late. It also looked as if this was going to be my last weekend here. So I didn’t want to miss it under any circumstances. I was going to go with some one but everyone had already been there so I had to go alone. I left early in the morning. I went by the tourist bus. it was a round trip to the Great Wall of China at Badaling. There was this nice, big bus many people . I was lucky to find an Indian guy in fron t of me with his Chinese girlfriend. So I was with them most of the time that day. We reached the wall at around 11AM. There are many ways to go from the base where the buses are parked to the wall. We decided to take the toboggan type vehicle which runs on rails. You can walk as well but it’s a very steep climb and we decided to save that energy for walking the main wall. The toboggan trip was very nice and I enjoyed it a lot. We reached the wall. The wall was magnificent. It was long and I could see it crawling over the hills. We were at a considerable height.
We started climbing. It was a very steep climb and soon we were tired. My new Indian friend and his Chinese girlfriend were enjoying themselves taking snaps in different poses. It was a symbiotic relationship where I took snaps of them and they took snaps of me. The climb got really steep at the end and we reached the top till where tourists were allowed. The Great Wall of China is a very special structure being the only man made structure seen from space. There were many people climbing the wall. It is about 10 thousand km long. We could see it going all over the mountains like a snake crawling over dunes of sand. As far as our eyes could see we could see the wall. It was a truly wonderful site. There was a shop there selling certificates that ‘I have been to the Great Wall of China’. I got one of those just as a souvenir. The climb down was just as long and tiresome. While going down one girl came up to me and said that she wanted a picture with me. I agreed. I felt like a movie star then. It was a lot of fun. Finally I made my way back from the bus and came home.It was one of the most memorable days of my life.
http://pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/ajitloveslife/album?.dir=7a04re2&.src=ph&store=&prodid=&.done=http%3a//pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/ajitloveslife/my_photos
The Kung fu Show

We went to a theatre where the famous Kung Fu show of the Shaolin monks is organized.  The ticket was a bit expensive but I took it anyway as this was going to be my last time there. It was big light and music show with a lot of martial arts. It was not just fighting but had a story with emotions. It was not just a show with the actors coming among the audience also. They were using the whole theatre for the show. It was a very enjoyable experience. 
Last 3 days

My last 3 days were spent in office or at the markets. I really enjoyed the bargaining at the markets. I enjoyed my work as well. I did feel a bit sad when departing with my Chinese colleagues as I had enjoyed working with them.
Less time

Overall there was a lot of work on this trip so all the recreation or sightseeing we did was at night time. But Beijing is a very beautiful city by night or day.

The return

I returned on 24th may with a heavy heart. I had really loved china and I was ad that it had to come to an end so soon. I decided that I would come back here. While returning I was unlucky that my baggage was overloaded but what could have contributed to it was that I had done a lot of shopping. I had a stopover in Bangkok and after that I came home.
Other Observations

I really like Beijing. Whatever notions we have about China are wrong, it is much like a developed country with excellent infrastructure and big roads. The roads are 5 laned with the last lane being reserved for cycles. The people are very friendly and help you a lot. They like Indians a lot. These people are very hard working and they don’t give up easily. Their only drawback is that they are not that well conversant with English but that will also change soon. Beiing is the most advanced city I have seen so far. 
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Other Issues

This was my first visit to a communist country. I didn’t find many different things. I was told that there is severe censorship on the press, media and  also the intrenet. When I spoke to some of my colleagues I did hear about it. I didn’t see much of the armed forces there however. I did however see the red flag in many places and also a guard always standing in attention near public monuments. I really pity that guy, how must he be standing there in all the heat/cold/rain etc.
Conclusion

I really enjoyed my trip to Beijing. it is my favorite city as of now ,after Mumbai of course. It has great infrastructure and is a great mix of modern architecture as well as traditional houses. They are organizing the Olympics in 2008 and I wish them the very best . I hope I will get to join them then (
