




TRIP TO BANGKOK 






15TH OCTOBER 2005


My company had sent me to Taiwan from 27th September to 15th October. While returning from Taiwan I had a halt in Bangkok. I had about 5-6 hours there . So I took a VISA ON ARRIVAL and went to see Bangkok . This was my one chance to be in Bangkok and I thought its better to go out and see the place rather than just getting bored at the airport.
THE TOURIST OFFICE.

I went out to the tourist office of the government. They offered me a package for 4 hrs in which they would show me  3 temples and 2 shopping emporiums. I was not interested in the shopping at all. They told me that I will be taken to a hotel where I will meet and guide who will show me around. I agreed and they took me to the hotel. I met my guide. Her name was Nancy and we left in the car to see the different places. 
http://pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/ajitloveslife/album?.dir=478b&.src=ph&store=&prodid=&.done=http%3a//pg.photos.yahoo.com/ph/ajitloveslife/my_photos
SLEEPING BUDDHA TEMPLE.

I was first taken to this temple. It has the largest sleeping Buddha statue in the world .It was indeed beautiful. I saw many people praying there. They light incense sticks and bring flowers. It was nice to see it. The statue was very big. It was nicely made and looked lifelike. The feet were huge and I saw people touching their heads at the feet of the statue. There were nice designs made on the underside of the feet. I really enjoyed my time there.
There is something as a traditional Thai massage. At this place there is a school which teaches that. There were statues depicting the different positions as well as instructions as to how it should be given.

TOMBS

I saw some structures resembling small temples. I asked my guide as to what they were. She said they were tombs in the temple complex. Generally very rich people and royalty had tombs made of them after they died. I was amazed by that.
MARBLE BUDDHA STATUE.

The next point we went to was the Marble Buddha temple. This temple is entirely made out of marble. Inside is a very nice brass statue of Lord Buddha. It was a very nice and quiet place. I sat there and meditated for some time. It was a very nice feeling. People were sitting quietly and thinking and praying to God. The statue is on a pedestal at an elevated height and is lighted nicely.
I saw some other rooms in the complex . They were for the people staying there. There was also a photo of the king in his youth. I did get to learn a lot about the country here.
OTHER LANDMARKS

While going around these points I was shown some other points along the way. I think one was a memorial for people who died in the wars. It was nice to see these new places.
THE THIRD TEMPLE DROPPED

I was told that time was less so the third temple will be dropped. I tried hard to get in on schedule but unfortunately that didn’t happen so I had to give it up.

THE EMPORIUMS

I was taken to one jewellery emporium and one for clothes. There were over priced handicrafts and jewellery and I was not even remotely interested in buying it. So I made my way out of there as soon as I could.
GETTING LATE

In all this process time had flown by and now there was a genuine chance that I might miss was flight . I was very worried and I did panic a bit . But later I composed myself that I should cool down. I dropped the guide midway and then told the driver to go fast. I told him to take the expressway so that I may reach faster. He did that and we were going really fast on the roads. I finally reached the airport at 530PM. My flight was LEAVING AT 630PM
AT THE AIRPORT

I was very worried at the airport thinking what might happen. I saw FINAL CALL written next to my flight. I ran and made my way to the flight desk. I already had my boarding pass that wasn’t a problem. For Immigration there was long line and I was worried if I was too late. I got through immigration without any problems. I also had to pay airport tax . Finally I made my way pass the security check and went in.
A RELIEVING SIGHT

I went in to see that my flight was late. Never before in my life was I happy that something was late(. It was a combined flight of Air India and Thai Air. There was a long queue on anxious indians there . I then relaxed and finished other chores. I converted the money and waited for the flight to board.
FLIGHT HOME

I had finally managed to get on my Bangkok –Mumbai flight. I heaved a sigh of relief when I sat on my seat. A Gujarati guy staying in Bangkok was in the seat beside me and I had a nice time chatting with him .While landing down in Mumbai I could see the Vashi area where my college is from the plane. I also saw the CENTER–ONE shopping mall where we always go. It was funny to see these places from up above.
I finally landed in Mumbai. My parents had come to pick me up. I went home and went to Pune the next day. Wow it had been a very eventful trip. (
CONCLUSION

I had been in Bangkok for only 5 hrs but it was fun. I had some nice experiences. I was very anxious when I was late and there were chances that I might miss my flight. However everything went well. Never expected to say this but ‘Good that the flight was late’ (.One thing I did not like however was the airport tax which is compulsory for everyone. One advice I would like to give here is never be late for your flight. Also do go out and see the country where you have a transit if possible. Some countries don’t require a visa while in case of some you get a visa on arrival. So go out and enjoy !!!! (
