Education has been an important value to me. I like to learn about new organisms, concepts and theories. I usually do this through reading, flashcards, and listening in class. Photographs and drawings also aid in the visualization of a topic of study that I am currently observing. My study tactic is to read, re-read, and follow with questions from that reading. This is the best the method by which I have learned in the past.
Much of my experiences concerning the topics that will be covered
originate through a number of classes, including (but not limited to):
systematic biology, genetics, and invertebrate zoology. Through these two
classes I have learned about many topics that will be elaborated on in
this class including: the origins of life, human evolution, extinctions,
life history and survival strategies, variation and its connection to
heredity, natural selection, evolution and evidence that supports it,
speciation, co-evolution and group history.
There are however, topics that I would like to know more about. I have
not learned much of the geological topics, such as the geological time
scale, or had enough exposure to feel confident in the terms and ideas of
geology. One goal for me is to improve my knowledge of geology, and the
different techniques used by geologists in light of evolution. Evolution
is the only principle in biology that unifies all of biology. It was an
idea created by Charles Darwin, and has not been refuted since. It became
the keystone for all biologists. It is for this reason alone that I take
the course, because in order to understand biology, one must understand
evolution.
Another goal that I have for this class is to gain a better
understanding in how evolution is tied into modern biology. Because
biology is expanding so rapidly with new genomes being sequenced and the
proteoms being characterized, I would like to gain an understanding of how
the theory of evolution fits into these new areas of study, as well as how
our modern scientific technologies, such as antibiotics and other medical
devices are changing the evolutionary pattern. I would also like to
discuss, were virus' come into play in evolutionary theory. They are
often omitted in systematic studies but I would like to gain factual
knowledge in where they are "tentatively" placed within the web of life.
