Many of my views have changed since taking this evolution class. Before enrolling in this class, I knew what the concept of evolution was, but I had not realized that I had held incorrect concepts about evolution. For example, although I had originally thought that species differed, I did not realize that there could be variations within a species within a certain area.  Another of my perceptions that has changed over the course of this class is the history of life. Before taking this class, I did not know what the time scale for the emergence of life is, or how long we actually have been evolving. Now I know when the first prokaryotes appeared and understand for how short a period, hominids have actually been on this world. 

One third concept that I had about evolution before coming into this class was that reproduction is an important part of life but failed to realize that certain types of reproduction are themselves isolation mechanisms for certain organisms that are genetically distinct. 

Overall, I would say that I have made the most gains in the class in the area of speciation as well as becoming more informed when considering many of the life history strategies certain organisms have. 

Many activities that I had participated in this class have broadened my understanding of what evolution is and how it operates as well. The first activity that broadened my understanding was the time-scale exercise in which a metaphor was created. Our group created a sandwich metaphor and I was astonished to see how small of an area hominids occupied. Another exercise that I had enjoyed was the family tree. This exercise really opened my eyes as to how anthropologists and evolutionary biologists have trouble coming up with one common family tree and why there is so much varying opinion in this realm of study. The adaptive radiation exercise also was extremely useful to me in that it combined different concepts that we have learned in class to describe the tenrecs of Madagascar. This really helped me see how all of these concepts are intertwined into one theory of evolution.

A fourth activity that I found extremely enlightening was the evolution-creation paper that I had written. After attending a Catholic school as well as studying evolution, this paper allowed me to put into perspective what the main points of evolution and creationism really are. It also helped me realize that these two concepts are not mutually exclusive. 

The fifth, favorite activity that impacted me the most was the trip to the Natural History Museum in New York City. There I learned much about human evolution and was able to see replicates of our hominid ancestors. I found the replicates extremely interesting and enlightening to know what our common ancestors are thought to be like. All of the activities that I participated in prepared me well for this trip, which bound all of the semester’s experiences together. 

In addition to being impacted by many experiences, I have also acquired many skills. The first skill I improved upon is my ability to write scientifically in a short concise manner. Secondly, my ability to create indices using different measurements has improved. Thirdly, my ability to research a variety of topics has also increased, as it was necessary to do so in this class. Fourthly, my ability to work in a group has also improved. I have learned from this class that in working with groups, you cannot always try to take on the whole project by alone but to trust that your partner will do a good job. Finally a fifth skill that I have learned is the ability to explain to others what evolution really is and what all of its components are. 

Furthermore, this portfolio has been a valuable tool in tracking my progress throughout this class.   In this respect, I feel that the portfolio is an important tool in the organization of these ideas. However, I also feel that I would have benefited more from more additions to this portfolio as the class continued. A journal might accomplish this well in that students can visualize their own learning progress in the class.     

When this class started, I had thought to myself that this would be a repeat of everything that I have learned over the past three and a half years here as a biology major. During and after finishing this class, I have come to understand evolution much better and feel that I have fulfilled a critical piece in my learning experience.  I have learned that to not understand evolution is to poorly understand biology, and I feel that I have accomplished learning a very important piece of the biological puzzle and will teach it to others in my future career.  
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