The Renaissance

I. Meaning and Characteristics of the Italian Renaissance.

A. Renaissance means rebirth.

B. Italy between 1400 and 1550 AD experienced a rebirth of Greco-Roman civilization.

C. The renaissance marks the birth of the modern era.  Hence the period between the fall of Rome and the rediscovery of Roman heritage is called the Middle Ages.

D. As a result of its commercial position and political development northern Italy had become a land of independent cities that controlled the country around them.

E. The commercial wealth created the possibility for people to enjoy luxury items.

F. More than anything the renaissance was a recovery from the catastrophes of the 14th century.  (Plague and peasant revolts)

G. Recovery was accompanied by rebirth.  Intellectuals became interested in the culture of classical antiquity. (Remember, all those monks spending all of that time preserving Greek and Roman texts).

H. A new social ideal emerged.  People were supposed to have a well rounded personality and be capable of achievements in many areas of life.

I. The renaissance was not a movement that affected the lives of commoners.  The wealthy experienced the benefits of the Renaissance which constituted maybe 5 % of all Italians.

II.  The Italian States

A. Northern Italy was divided between the duchy of Milan and the Republic of Venice.

B. The republic of Florence dominated the region of Tuscany and was ruled by the wealthy Medici family.  Florence was the cultural center of the renaissance.

C. The Papal States (remember the donation of Pepin) were in central Italy.  While this land was under control of the pope most of the cities were independent city-states.

D. The Kingdom of Naples encompassed most of southern Italy and Sicily.  Naples did not experience much of the cultural enlightenment of the renaissance.

E. There were several smaller states ruled by powerful and wealthy families.

III.  Great Figures of Renaissance Italy

A. Machiavelli (1469—1527)  Niccolo Machiavelli is known as the father of modern political science.  He wrote The Prince  in 1513 which is considered the greatest books on political power ever written.

B. Johannes Gutenberg:  used the newly invented moveable type printing press (invented around 1450) to mass print Gutenberg’s Bible in 1456.  

C. Leonardo da Vinci (1452—1519)  Leonardo was the epitome of a renaissance man.  He made great achievements in art and engineering.  His greatest works are the Last Supper and the Mona Lisa.

D. Raphael was perhaps the finest painter of the renaissance.  He painted many frescoes on the walls of the Vatican.

E. Michelangelo (1475—1564)  Was an accomplished painter, sculptor and architect.  He painted the ceiling of the  sistene Chapel which took him four years to complete.  He painted it while laying on his back.  The ceiling is painted with nine scenes that tell the story of the fall of man from the book of Genesis.  His greatest sculpture is David and it depicts a man in the Greek style of beauty and power.

