The Reformation

I. The Church and Religion on the eve of Reformation.

A. The Clergy

1. High religious offices were increasingly held by the nobility or wealthier members of the bourgeoisie.

2. Pluralism (the holding of many church offices) led to church officials who were absent and did not perform their duties.

3. Higher church officials—Cardinals, archbishops, bishops, and abbots—got rich, while parish priests tended to live at the same economic level as their parishioners.

4. Parish priests were accused of numerous sexual offenses.

B. The Church

1. Wealthy people began to collect religious relics.  It was believed that relics would absolve a persons sin.

2. The church was selling indulgences (you give the priest cash and the time that your soul would have to spend in purgatory would be reduced).

II. Martin Luther and the Reformation

A. Life of Martin Luther.

1. He was the son of a merchant who went to a University to study law.

2. He did not like law and joined a monastery to study theology.

3. He focused on the question “what must I do to be saved?”

4. Luther found his answer in very early church theology (from the time of Augustinian during the late Roman empire).

B. Message of Luther

1. Luther was greatly distressed by the practices of the church.  Especially the selling of indulgences.

2. Luther proclaimed that the Justice of God was not punitive but forgiving.

3. Luther published his Ninety-Five Theses which were an attack on church administrative and financial practices.

4. The Ninety-Five Theses had a tremendous impact on the Germanic people.  The Germans were already tired of church abuses.

C. The Development of Lutheranism.

1. After spending approximately 2 years in hiding Luther emerged and began organizing a reformed church.

2. Lutheranism spread rapidly by 1560 more than 16,000 German students had studied under Luther and returned home to spread Luther’s teachings.

III. Reformation in England

A. The setting

1. Henry VIII wrote an attack against Luther in 1521 

     and was rewarded by the Pope.

2. Apart from Henry VIII many English people resented 

     the Pope’s influence in English affairs—especially 

     taxation.

3. Many people resented how the clergy would flaunt 

     their wealth.

B. The Story

1. Henry VIII wanted to divorce his wife Catherine of Aragon because she had produced no male heirs and because he had fallen in love with another woman.

2. The pope had become dependent on the Holy Roman emperor Charles V.

3. Charles V was Catherine of Aragon’s nephew.

4. The pope delayed in granting the annulment.

5. Henry’s lover had become pregnant so he needed the annulment quickly so that he could remarry and legitimize his heir.

6. Two of Henry VIII’s advisors urged Henry to have the marriage annulled in England’s own church court.

7. Parliament passed a law which declared that the King of England was the only “head on earth of the church of England.”  This was called the Act of Supremacy.

8. Parliament also at the same time passed the Act of Treason which made it a crime to say that anyone other than the King was the head of the Church of England.

9. There were very few dissenters.

10. This made the King of England in charge of appointing all church offices and the King decided on all matters of church doctrine.

11.   The King divorced Catherine and married his lover.  The child was not a male, but did become Henry’s heir.  Her name was the future Queen Elizabeth.

12.   Although Henry had broken from the church there was very little change.  Priests remained the same and there was no change of church doctrine.

13.   It would seem that Henry’s break from the Catholic church was for the sole purpose of legitimizing a bastard child who he thought was male.

