Geography in History lesson 1

Formation of Continents


Pangaea—all of the continents were once combined 

to form one giant super-continent called Pangaea.

Evidence of a super-continent

1. Many pieces of the earth resemble a jigsaw 

puzzle.

2. Variety and location of plants point to a single 

     continent.

3. Scientists have found similar fossils of land 

animals on each continent.

4. Ancient rocks along the coast of west Africa 

are identical in makeup to rocks found along 

the coast of Brazil.

5. The oldest rocks on the ocean floor can be 

found close to continents.  Near the middle of 

the Atlantic ocean the rocks are younger.

Continental Drift.


About 200 million years ago Pangaea split into two 

large landmasses.  Later other pieces split off and 

began to drift to their present locations.

Plate Tectonics

1. Continents rest on huge rigid plates.

2. Each plate is 30 to 60 miles thick.

3. These plates float on a soft layer of molten rock called magma.

4. As new magma bubbles up, through cracks between plates called faults, it pushes the plates farther apart.

5. When two plates meet one is pushed up while the other is forced down.  In this way mountains and oceanic trenches are formed 

