Judaism

I.  History


A.  Judaism originally was the religion of the Hebrew peoples.  

B.  The history of the Hebrews is written down in what Christians call  The Old 

      Testament.  

1.  According the Old Testament the Hebrews were descendants of Abraham who had migrated from Mesopotamia to Palestine.

2.  One of Abraham’s son named Jacob, who had a large family, moved to Egypt where they were enslaved by the Pharoah—actually they were serfs owned by the Pharaoh.

3.  A man named Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt in 1220 BC.

4.  The Hebrews then established a kingdom in Palestine and it became a monarchy in about 1000 BC.

5.  In 722 BC the Assyrians over-ran the small kingdom of Israel and enslaved and scattered them.

6.  While the Jews were toiling in slavery, a group of people called “Prophets” emerged.  The Prophets were believed to be inspired by God.  The Prophets began to predict that a new king would come.  The Hebrews believed that this king would renew their strength and restore them to glory.  This future king that the Hebrews were awaiting was called the Messiah.

II.  Beliefs

A.  The Jewish people believe in one God.  This is called Monotheism.

B.  This God is called Yahweh; Yahweh is believed to be the creator of the world and everything in it.

C.  Covenant Law—believe that during the Jewish exodus from Egypt God made a covenant with the Hebrews.

1.  Hebrews promised to obey Yahweh and follow his law.

2.  Yahweh promised to take care of his chosen people, “a peculiar treasure unto me above all people.”

3.  The law that the Hebrew people had accepted as their part of the covenant is known as the Ten Commandments.  Some 

a.  Thou shalt not kill

b.  Thou shalt not steal

c.  Honor thy father and thy mother

d.  Thou shalt not commit adultry

e.  Place no God before me.

f.  Do not covet thy neighbor, his wife, or his stuff

D.  The Jewish holy book is called the Torah.  The Torah is 

           the first five books of the Old Testament.

