Islam

1.  Founded by Muhammad 570—632.

A. The Life of Muhammad

a. Mecca

b. Center of Arabic religious world.  

c. Mecca was the home to the Kaaba, which was a religious complex that consisted of shrines and alters to the many gods that the Arabs worshipped.  Of all holy places to the ancient Arabs none was as holy as the Kaaba in Mecca.

d. It was believed that the Kaaba had been constructed by Abraham and his son Ishmael.

e. Muhammad was born in Mecca.

B. Muhammad was raised by his uncle because his father died before he was born and his mother died when he was six.

a. When he came of age he took a job with the caravans.

b. This work gave him exposure to Christian and Jewish thinking that he had not encountered in Mecca.

c.  The idea that most impressed him was the Jewish and Christian insistence that there was only one God and that all other gods were a delusion.

C. While working with the caravans Muhammad met his first wife, the daughter of a wealthy caravan owner, Khadija.  He married her when he was 25.

a.   For years Muhammad meditated on Monotheism

b. The Arabs had a God similar to the Christian and Jewish God.

c. This God was called Allah and was acknowledged to be supreme over all other gods.

D. Muhammad would spend weeks in the wilderness living in caves or where ever meditating on what these religious ideas meant.

a.   Muhammad was about 40 he received an answer.

b. An angel appeared to Muhammad and gave him a command.  This angel was later identified as Gabriel.

E. Muhammad came to the conclusion that he had been commissioned as a prophet, a messenger of Allah.

a. The Early Years of Muhammad’s Teaching.

b.  Initially only Muhammad’s household accepted or even heard of his vision.  

c. Because of the hostility that Muhammad’s ideas had received, he would not talk of them to anyone but family and trusted friends.  

F. Muhammad’s life continued like this for about three years.

G.  In about 613 AD Muhammad received a second message from God delivered by Gabriel.

H.  This message was the command “Arise and warn.”

a. For the next nine years Muhammad preached his message of monotheism in the Kaaba.  

b. Very few people responded to Muhammad’s call.

c. Many people were angered by Muhammad’s call to purge the Kaaba of all shrines except shrines to Allah.

d. Many Meccans felt that Muhammad posed a danger to the economy of Mecca because of this call for Monotheism.

e. Muslims were persecuted for their beliefs.  

f. In 619 Muhammad’s wife Khadija and his father-in-law died.  Muhammad’s father-in-law was very important because he was rich and powerful and provided support and protection for the Muslims.

a. J.  The Hijrah

1)  Muhammad decided to move with his believers to a safer place.  He decided on the city of Medina (about 200 miles north of Mecca) because he had spoken to some pilgrims from there and they were very receptive and excited by his message.

2) Medina had long been troubled by civil war

3) These people had hoped that Islam would be the religion that would help them find the basis for living in harmony.

b. This migration of Muhammad and the Muslims from Mecca to Medina is called the Hijrah.

c.  The Hijrah was the most important event in the development of Islam.

d.  The Hijrah took place in the year 622 AD

e. Muslims number their years from this event as Christians number their years from the birth of Christ.

f. The Hijrah’s importance lies in the transformation of Muhammad’s power.  

1)  When he arrived in Medina the number of Muslims 

2)      swelled.

3) These believers supported him in his struggle against the old religion.

K. Because of this he was given, without asking, control of the military.  So in addition to being a religious leader he was now a political leader.

a.  War with Mecca and The Battle of the Trench

b. Soon the Muslims were attacking the caravans of Mecca.

c. In 627, the much richer and larger Mecca, retaliated by launching a full scale attack on Medina. 

d. The Muslims dug a deep trench to defend their city.

e. The Muslims stayed in their fortified trench and defeated any attempts by the more numerous Meccans and their allies to cross it.

f. Eventually a sandstorm completed the frustration of the Meccans.  Many of their allies switched sides and joined the Muslims because they wanted to be on the winning side.

g. The Meccan leaders entered into negotiations with the Muslims and Muhammad proved very conciliatory.

h. An agreement was reached which allowed Muhammad to return to Mecca and purge the Kaaba of all gods except Allah.

i. The Meccans were welcomed into the ranks of Believers and their past enmity and persecutions were forgiven.

L. Within a few years those who had opposed Islam found themselves in command of Muslim armies.

M. Muhammad moved back to Medina and died in 632.  At the time of his death nearly the whole Arabian world acknowledged his authority.

2.  The Islamic holy book is called the  Koran.  The word Koran means “recitations.”  During the time of persecution in Mecca (The nine years prior to the Hijrah) Muhammad was visited regularly by the angel Gabriel.  During these visits the angel would give Muhammad revelations.  The Koran is simply the record of these revelations, as written down and compiled by Muhammad’s companions, upon Muhammad’s recitation of them.

a.  The word Islam is Arabic for “submission” and the related word Muslim means “one who submits.”

b.  Beliefs:
c.  Belief in one God, called Allah in Arabic.
d.  Belief in the holy book Quran
3.  Belief in the teachings of Muhammad, Islam’s great prophet.

a. The five pillars of Islam

b. The first pillar of Islam is the Creed.  At least once during his lifetime a Muslim must say “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is His Prophet.”  This must be spoken correctly, slowly, thoughtfully, aloud, with full understanding, and with heartfelt conviction in its truth.

c. The second pillar of Islam is Prayer.  Five times a day a Muslim must face Mecca and pray: upon rising, at noon, in mid-afternoon, after sunset, and before retiring.

d. The third pillar of Islam is Charity.  A Muslim must be charitable.  Muhammad set the tithe at two and one-half percent of a persons total net worth.

e. The fourth pillar of Islam is the observance of Ramadan.  Ramadan  is the Islamic holy month because during that month Muhammad received his commission as a prophet from the angel Gabriel and ten years later made his historic Hijrah.  Muslims are supposed to fast during the daylight hours of the month  of Ramadan.

f. The fifth pillar of Islam is the Hajj or pilgrimage.  Once during his lifetime every Muslim who is physically and economically able is expected to journey Mecca where God’s revelation to Muhammad was first disclosed.
4.   Sharia—ultimate religious law.  Composed of four elements

a.  Quran

1.  recognizes polygamy up to 4 wives.

2.  prohibits eating  pork
3.  prohibits drinking wine
b.  Traditions

1.  based upon the utterances of Muhammad.

2.  traditions are referred to as the Hadith   
3.  The law and precedents that are based on the Hadith are called the Sunna
c.  Of the thousands of traditions, only a few go back to Muhammad.
d.  Consensus of Religious scholars called the Umtata meet annually and discuss religious law.

8. Over the years the Sharia was supplanted by laws.  One of the major division in Islam revolves around the reestablishment of the Sharia as the basis of all law.  This actually happened in Iran under the Ayatollah Khomeini.  The religious scholars (Umtata) acted as a parliament and Imam Khomeini was Caliph and head of the Umtata.

9. For Muslims Allah is the only legislator and any earthly ruler is only there to see that God’s laws are put into practice.

10 . Women in Islam
a.  Women are allowed to own property.

b.  Women may only act in the private sphere not the public sphere.
c.  According to Islamic law Men have social authority and all economic duties.
d.  Women have three privileges.
1.  A woman in traditional Islamic society does not have to worry about earning a living.

2.  A woman does not have to find a husband for herself.
3.  A woman is spared direct military, economic, and political responsibility.  Her primary duty is to provide a home for her family and to bring up her children properly.
5.  Veiling—Women in Islamic society are required to wear some type of veil which covers the hair and face. The rest of the body must be completely covered as well.
