The Indus River Valley Civilization

I. Geography of the Indus Valley.

A. Like the Tigris, Euphrates and Nile the Indus river flows from well watered highlands, through arid lands, to the sea.

B. The Indus valley is not as isolated as the Nile but it is protected by some natural barriers.

1. To the north are the Himalayan and Hindu Kush mountain ranges which separate India from the rest of Asia.

2. The Sulaiman mountains protect their west.

3. The vast Indian Desert protects the eastern border.

C. During spring floods the Indus deposits rich soil over a vast area.

D. Unlike the Nile these floods are not predictable.

II. Harappan Civilization 2500—1700 BC.

A. Historians know far less about the Harappans than they do about the Mesopotamians or the Egyptians.

1.  Excavation is very costly because ground water would have to be removed from sites before archaeologists could begin to dig.

2.   Scholars have been unable to decipher the Harappan system of writing.

3.   Floods have washed away much of the Harappan remains.

B. What Historians do know.

1. The Harappan civilization was centered on two major cities: Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro

2. More than seventy minor cities have been found.

3. Cities were laid out so that streets met at right angles 

4. The Harappans made bricks that were a standardized size.

5. The cities were walled.

6. Large granaries have been found for the purpose of storing surpluses and taxes.

7. They used a standardized system of weights.

8. They enjoyed indoor bathrooms.

9. They had a very advanced drainage system.

C. Life of the Harappans 

1. Most of the people were farmers.

2. They grew wheat and cotton.

3. They raised cattle.

4. The Harappans traded with the Mesopotamians.

D. In around 1700 BC. some sort of disaster must have struck the Harappans.

E. Archaeologists have uncovered homes that containded skeletons, jewelry and tools.

F. Enough Harappan culture must have survived in neighboring towns and villages to form the basis for the next Indus Valley Civilization.

