Huang He River Valley Civilization of China

I. Geography of the Huang He River (Yellow River).

A. Like Mesopotamia the Huang He river valley is not protected by natural barriers.

B. The river floods, but the floods are not predictable.

C. These floods caused considerable death and destruction which earned the river the name “China’s Sorrow.”

II  Agriculture In China

A. Despite the difficulties of the Huang He farmers lived in villages and grew millet.

B. Farmers took advantage of the rich loess.  Loess is a soin that had blown in from central Asia and had deposited in China.

C. The loess is fertile, light, and easy to work.

D. This led to surpluses and by 1600 BC the first cities in the region developed.

E. These cities became the centers for trade with the pastoral people in the surrounding hills.

F. The site of the earliest civilization in the Huang He river valley is Pan Po.

II. Chinese Civilization

A. Pan Po was a large city which was the center of government and trade for the Huang He river valley.

B. By about 1500 BC a dynasty called the Shang Dynasty came to power in Pan Po and ruled for 400 years.

1. Because of frequent raids by barbarian tribes the Shang developed an extensive military that completely dominated government.

2. The Shang set up a system of rule whereby kings were selected from the heads of ruling warrior families.

C. Social Classes

1. At the top were the military rulers.  They used bronze tools and weapons.

2. In the middle were the soldiers, artisans and government administrators.

3. At the bottom were the peasants who worked the fields and served as soldiers.

4. Shang military campaigns would take as many as 10,000 soldiers.

D. Chinese Science

1. The Chinese were the finest bronzesmiths in the world.

2. They made arrowheads, battle axes and armor.

3. They also made very fine bronze ceremonial vessels, such as pots, cups, and wine jugs.

E. Shang View of the Afterworld.

1. The Chinese believed that there was a very close link between the worlds of the living and the dead.

2. The Shang ruler was believed to be the link between the world of the living and the afterworld.

3. The tombs of kings were cross shaped pits forty foot deep.

4. Accompanying the body of the king were valuable objects, sacrificed humans and animals.

5. One tomb contained over 400 bronze objects and 750 jade carvings.

6. Another king was buried with the bodies of 160 people, 12 horses, and 10 dogs.  All were killed to accompany the king in the afterworld.

