The Hittites

I. Hittite Kingdom

A. Originally were a tribe in central Russia and had migrated into Asia Minor around 1750 BC.

B. By 1380 the Hittites had established a true empire.

C. The Hittites fought with the Egyptians for years until Pharaoh Ramses II signed a non-aggression treaty with them.

D. The Hittite empire lasted until about 1200 when they were destroyed by a group of people known only as the Sea People.  (The Sea People attacked Egypt also, but the Egyptians eventually repelled them.)

E. This invasion of the Sea People left Egypt weak and The Hittites were destroyed.

F. Since there was no true power in the middle east a host of smaller states and new kingdoms emerged.

II. Hittite Contributions to Civilization

A. The first western civilizations were located in Egypt and Mesopotamia.  

B. The Hittite empire was located In Asia-Minor, which is situated somewhat between Egypt and Mesopotamia.  

C. Perhaps this is why the Hittites demonstrated an interesting ability to assimilate other cultures to create its own.  

D. The Hittites borrowed from the Egyptians and Mesopotamians as well as conquered native populations to create their own civilization.  

E. The Hittites played an important role in transmitting civilization to Mediterranean cultures especially the Mycenaean Greeks.

III. The Discovery of Steel

A. One of the greatest accomplishments of the Hittites   

       was they were responsible for spreading Iron 

       technology to the rest of the civilized world.  

B.    Around 1200 BC the Hittites discovered Iron from one   

       of the peoples that they had conquered.  

C.    As Iron technology improved, it became cheaper and 

       stronger than bronze.  

D. By 800 BC iron was so cheap that objects other than 

       weapons were made of iron.  

E.     Iron axes, sickles, and plows greatly increased 

       Agricultural productivity.  

F.    This allowed for greater population growth. 

G. Iron was so cheap that ordinary citizens could afford 

              iron weapons and become soldiers.  

H. One result was rulers had to greatly increase the size of 

       their armies.

