Hinduism
1. Hinduism developed over several thousand years.  

2. There is no single figure that it developed around.

3. Hindu conception of God.

A. The Hindu religion acknowledges over 33,00 gods.

B. Chief among these gods is Brahman.

C. Brahman is believed to be pure power, unthinking and uncaring.  

--This is the truth. As from a blazing fire innumerable sparks are cast off, so from the Imperishable (Brahman) do all beings issue forth and to It they return. (from  The Vedas)

a.  This conception of God differs greatly from the Christian and Muslim idea that God was a master craftsman lovingly  creating the world according to a dramatic plan.  

b. For Hindus the world is merely the chaotic outpouring of God’s energy.

c. Because Hindus believe that the world was created randomly they do not believe in any purpose to human misfortune.

d. The Hindu relationship with God is very different

1) They cannot pray to Brahman for it could not hear or answer prayer.

2) You cannot obey Brahman, for there is nothing which It could command.

3) Love and fear do not make sense in relation to It.

4)  There is nothing to do but Know  Brahman.
4. The Hindu religion revolves around four basic ideas: The law of karma, reincarnation, liberation, and yoga.  All four of these ideas are interrelated.  

A.  The Law of Karma.

a. Karma functions in such a way that each person receives exactly what their soul deserves.

b. Karma is what determines the fate of a soul in the next life.

c. Karma is shaped by desires and actions.
d. It is believed that any action that is done must spring from desire, and such action will have the effect of strengthening desire.
e. At death the soul, with all of its desires, is separated from the body.

f. Since the soul has desire but lacks the means for fulfilling that desire it is drawn irresistibly to be reborn in another body. (some newly conceived body that is ready for occupancy.)

g. Depending on a souls  desires and how these desires are dealt with in the previous life will determine what kind of body a soul will inhabit in its next life.  For instance a glutton may return as a pig, or a musician may return as a songbird.

a. Belief in Reincarnation

b. It is primarily through reincarnation that the workings of Karma are expressed.

c. Reincarnation is almost universally accepted in India.

B. A soul will move up and down the hierarchy of life according to its karma until Nirvana is reached and the soul is liberated from the cycle of rebirth.

a. Liberation

b. Liberation is the idea that the soul can be released from the eternal cycle of reincarnation.

c. On one level the spiritual elite are trying to detach themselves from this world and merge with Brahman.  This is the purpose of yoga and meditation.

d. On another level people are striving for a good reincarnation.  This can be achieved by following caste rules, doing good deeds and cultivating good desires.

a. Yoga

b. How does one become aware of his/her spiritual nature?  How
    does a person achieve oneness with God?

c. To answer these questions Hindus developed the practice of 
     yoga, (which means union).
c.  Because people are different the Hindus developed four types 
    of yoga to meet peoples different needs.

1)  The path of knowledge.
2) The path of love.
The path of work.
The path of meditation.
e.  In following the last path, the follower seeks to still the mind 
     an achieve oneness with God.

5.  The caste system—a set of rigid social categories that determined not only a person’s occupation and economic potential but also his or her position in society.

There were five major castes in Indian society.

A.  The top caste was the Brahmins—they were in charge of the religious ceremonies that were central to Indian way of life.
· The ultimate force in the world (The world soul) is called the Brahman.  Note the similarity to the name of the top caste Brahmin which literally means—filled with the spirit of Brahman.
B.  The second caste was Kshatriyas (ku-SHA-tree-yuhs), or the warriors.  Like the Brahmins the Kshatriyas consisted of people from a single occupation.  As time wore on many of the Kshatriyas took on other occupations and others who were not soldiers were allowed to be Kshatriyas.

C.  The third rank in Indian society was the Vaisyas, these were the common people.  The Vaisyas were usually engaged in trade or were merchants.
D.  The fourth caste were the Sudras.  The Sudras were peasants, artisans or other people who performed manual labor.
7. The fifth caste was that of the untouchables.  The untouchables were given jobs that no other Indian would accept such as grave digging or scavenging.  It is thought that the untouchables were originally prisoners of the war between the Harappans and the Aryans.  Until very recently untouchables would not go outside without striking a pair of clappers to warn others of the approach of an untouchable.  
8. 6.  Atman—term used to refer to the individual.  It was the duty of each Atman to seek to know the ultimate reality and thus merge with the Brahman upon death.

9.  Dharma—the concept of karma is ruled by the dharma, or the divine law.  The dharma requires different actions from different individuals, depending on their status in society.  Those who are high on the social scale such as the Brahmins are held to higher expectations than the lower classes.  For example Brahmins are expected not to eat meat.  To do so would mean the killing of another living creature and the consequential disruption of its karma.  The other castes are not held to this expectation.
Because Hinduism is very hard for the average believer to relate to the Hindu religion became populated with a multitude of human Gods and Goddesses.  There are more than 33,000 Gods in the Hindu religion.  The three main Gods are:
A.  Brahma the creator

B.  Vishnu the preserver
C.  Siva (SHIV-uh) the destroyer
A.  The Hindu Holy book is called the “Vedas”

a. The Vedas is separated into three sections each one written at a different time

b. Upanishads—this is the oldest and most revered

c. Mahabharata—this was written in the time just prior to Christ and is somewhat more philosophical in nature than the Upanishads.

d. Ramayana—This was written the latest, around 1000 AD and is a philosophical rationalization of the Hindu religion.

