Ancient Greek Civilization

Greek Geography:


1.  Greece occupied a small area compared to Egypt and Mesopotamia.  


2.  Greece was about the size of Louisiana.


3.  Most of Greece is small plains and river valleys surrounded by mountains 8—10,000 ft. 

     high.  The mountains separated the Greeks from each other.


4.  Since, Greek settlements were isolated from each other so they followed their own paths of 


     development.


5.  Over time this independence became so important to the Greeks that they would not join


      together into larger units but instead fought amongst themselves to gain local advantage.


6.  The small size of these independent Greek communities fostered political participation.


7.  The Greeks had a long seacoast with places for many good harbors.


8.  The Greeks became seafarers in order to trade with the outside world and later to establish

     colonies.

The Greek City-States

1. Around 1200 BC tribes called the Dorian Greeks 

conquered and destroyed Mycenaen civilization.

2. The Dorian Greeks established agricultural 

villages that grew into small city-states.

3. Over time these city-states controlled the 

surrounding countryside.

4. These city-states were often built on hilltops.

5. The Greeks called a fortified hilltop an acropolis.

--the most famous acropolis was located in Athens.

--Today the famous Parthenon, a temple to the goddess Athena, still stands.

The Political Structure of Ancient Greece—The Greek Polis

1.  During the period that is called Archaic Greece (750-500 BC.) the Greeks 

                         developed a new political unit called the Polis. Poleis is the plural.

 

2.  A Polis can be simply defined as a small but autonomous political unit in 

    

     which all major political, social, and religious activities were carried out at 

     

     one central location.

3.  The polis consisted of a town or city or even a village and the surrounding 

    

     countryside. Its members came from common ancestors and worshipped 

    

     the same god.

4.  Each polis had a central meeting point which was often on a hill. The 

     

     Acropolis at Athens (Remember movie) was one such meeting place. 

5.  Poleis could vary in size from a few square miles to a few hundred square

     

     miles.  The larger ones were the product of consolidation.

6.  Attica, for example, once contained twelve poleis but eventually became a 

     
  
     single polis (Athens) and by 400 BC. Had a population of 300,000.  Most 

7.     

     poleis were considerably smaller than Athens.

8. The polis was much more than a political institution.  It was above all a 

     community of citizens in which all political, economic, social, cultural, and  

     religious activities were focused. It consisted of citizens (adult males), citizens 

     with no rights (women and children), and non-citizens (slaves and outsiders).

9. All citizens had the same rights but they were coupled with responsibilities.    

     Aristotle said “we must rather regard every citizen as belonging to the state.” And 

     this often meant that the state directed patterns of citizens lives.

10. Patriotism was very important to the polis and was encouraged through the local 

     patron god.  The downside was that this religious/political patriotism fostered 

     suspicion among the different poleis.  Only during times of invasion were these 

     suspicions laid aside.

11.   But even during times of when faced with an outside enemy often the freedom of 

       the polis came first.

12.   The division of the Greeks into patriotic sovereign units eventually brought   

       about their ruin.

13.   The development of the polis was paralleled by the emergence of the hoplite 

       Phalanx. 

13.   Before 750 BC Greek fighting had been dominated by an aristocratic cavalry.

14.  The emergence of cheaper and higher quality iron weapons allowed for the 

      development of the phalanx.

15.  The Phalanx was usually eight ranks of heavily armored infantry men in a very 

       tight formation.  If the phalanx was not flanked and if it maintained its tight 

       formation it was virtually invincible.

16.   In the long run it enabled commoners to challenge aristocratic control as 

       monarchical institutions began to disappear.

17.   Eventually all male citizens were members of the Hoplite and they had to 

       provide their own armor.

18. Generalizations about the different poleis becomes difficult because even though  

      the states had much in common they often developed in unique ways.  Sparta and 

     Athens became the two most powerful of the poleis and they developed very 

     different ways of life.

Life in Sparta

In about 725 BC the Spartans launched a war of conquest against their neighbors, the Messenians.  This war gave the Spartans as much land as they would ever need and they reduced the Messenians to the status of Helots (serfs).  The Spartans did not need to work the land Helots worked it for them and gave the Spartan citizen half.  In 650 BC the helots, who outnumbered the Spartans by 10 to 1 revolted.  The war was long and bitter and almost destroyed Sparta.  As a result of this the Spartans could not live the Free and easy lives as other Greeks did.  The Leader Lycurgus implemented a number of reforms to ensure that the Spartans would never have problems with the Helots again.  By the end of the 6th century BC Sparta had been transformed into a perpetual military camp.

1.  At birth each child was examined by state officials and decided whether it was fit to live or die.  Unfit children were exposed to die.

2.  Boys were taken from their mothers at the age of seven and placed in military-style barracks, where they were subject to harsh discipline to make them tough.  

3.  They received an education that stressed military training and obedience to authority.

4.  At twenty all Spartan males were recognized as mature and enrolled in the Spartan military where they lived in barracks until the age of thirty

5.  At thirty the Spartan male became a full citizen, an “equal.”

6.  He ate his meals in a public mess with fifteen of his comrades.

7.  The Spartan males served in the military until the age of sixty. Only after the age of sixty were Spartan males allowed to retire to their home and family.

8.  Spartan women enjoyed greater freedom than other Greek women.

9.  Women were trained in the same way as men except for military training

10.  Women were also examined for fitness to live right after birth.

11. Women were indoctrinated with the idea of service to Sparta.

12.  The entire system was designed to weaken family ties and bonds of commitment and replace them with a more powerful commitment to the polis.

13.  Privacy, luxury and comfort were sacrificed to the purpose of producing the best soldiers in the world.  The Spartan Hoplite was indeed the most powerful land army in the world.

14. This Army was needed to protect the Spartans from the Helots.  

15. The Spartans realized that they were vulnerable if their neighbors would ally themselves with the Helots so Sparta entered into a group of alliances that eventually included all of the poleis in the Peloponnesus except Argos.  This force under the dominance of Sparta was known as the Peloponnesian League.

Great Figures in Greek History

Homer—

1.  The Iliad and Odyssey are the first great epic poems of Ancient Greece.  

2.  The Iliad and Odyssey were about the deeds of the heroes of the Mycenaean age.

3.  Homer composed these poems based on oral tradition so their historical

     value is questionable.

4.  The Iliad and Odyssey were later used as textbooks in Ancient Greece.


“My father was anxious to see me develop into a good man…and as a 

means to this end he compelled me to memorize all of Homer.”

5.  Homer’s writing captured the essence of heroism and the importance of 

     heroism in battle to the ancient Greeks.

Hesiod—Great Greek poet who wrote Works and Days.
Solon—Ruled Athens in the 6th century BC.  Instituted a number of reforms including allowing the Assembly of citizens to veto laws.

Peisistratus—Took power in 560 BC.  Continued reforms of Solon.

Cleisthenes—Took power in 510 BC and brought democracy to Athens. 

Pericles—Became primary leader of Athens in 461 BC.  He rebuilt the Acropolis and ordered the building of the Parthenon.

Socrates—Born around 469 BC.  Was the greatest of the Greek philosophers.  Wanted individuals to understand how abstract ideas such as justice, beauty, truth and patriotism affected them.

Plato—Student of Socrates.  He wrote down everything that Socrates said.  Most famous book was called The Republic.
Aristotle—Was a student of Plato.  Questioned the nature of the world and human belief.  Tried to summarize all of human knowledge to his time.  Perfected the rules of arguing by logic.  He was the teacher of Alexander.

Sophocles—Wrote Antigone and Electra and Oedipus.  Perhaps the most famous of the Greek dramatists.

Euripides—His plays show people dealing with deep emotional problems which seem very familiar even today.

Aristophanes—He wrote comedies that poked fun at the weaknesses of the Athenians.

Heroditus—The father of history.  This first historian wrote about the Greek wars with the Persians.  

Philip of Macedonia—Conquered the Greek peninsula.  He was also the father of Alexander the Great.

Alexander the Great—Conquered Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia, and Central Asia up to India.  His empire blended the culture of Greece with that of the defeated peoples forming a truly cosmopolitan society.  Alexander brought Greek culture to the rest of the world.

Eratosthenes—calculated the circumference of the earth.

Hipparchus—developed trigonometry.

Euclid—Developed Geometry.

Zeno—developed the school of philosophy known as Stoicism which showed people how to find value in their lives even though fate and chance determined events.

Epicurus—Believed that the only real objects were those that could be percieved by the five senses.

Greek Vocabulary

Phalanx--The Greek military formation. 

Democracy--Government type invented be the ancient Greeks.  All male citizens are equal in political power.

Trireme--A Greek warship which has three banks of oars on each side

Oracle at Delphi--An oracle is someone who foresees the future.  The Oracle at Delphi was the most famous of all Oracles.

Temple of Artemis at Halicarnassus--One of the seven wonders of the ancient world

Statue of Zeus at Olympia--One of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  Located at Olympia.  Olympic games were held in honor of Zeus.  Sculpted by the great sculptor Phidaes.

Colossus at Rhodes--Huge statue that stood at the entrance to the harbor of the city of Rhodes.  Statue was supposed to protect the ships that sailed out of the harbor.

Iliad--The story of the Trojan war that was told by Homer.

Odyssey--The story of Odysseus's return from the Trojan war.

Polis--Greek for city.  A Greek city state was called a Polis.

Gymnasium--Greek schools where males lived from the age of seven or eight.  Military science was stressed in school

