The Development of Constitutionalism in England

I. England under Elizabeth  (1558—1603)

A. Elizabeth was the daughter of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn

B. During Elizabeth’s reign, England rose to prominence as the leader of the Protestant nations of Europe.

C. Under Elizabeth the foundation for a world empire was laid.

D. Under Elizabeth England experienced a cultural renaissance.

II. Elizabeth and the religious question.

A. Prior to Elizabeth taking the throne Mary ruled England from (1553—1558).

1.   Mary was a catholic who wanted to return England to   

      Roman Catholicism.

2.  She achieved this by a joint action of the monarch and parliament.  This act was met with much hostility from the masses.

3.   Her forces lost the port of Calais, the last English possession from the Hundred Years War.

4.   Her burning of over 300 Protestants as heretics earned her the name Bloody Mary.

B. The death of Mary ended the restoration of the catholic church in England.

C. Elizabeth wished to prevent England from being torn apart over religion.  (Should the church of England be Catholic or Protestant)

D. She mediated a settlement that was very moderate.  The church of England would be mainly Protestant, however, many religious rituals would have a definite catholic flavor.

E. Most people supported her settlement, but, two groups, Catholics and Puritans opposed the religious settlement.

F. The Catholics dwindled to a very small minority after 1588.

G. In 1588 the English navy defeated the Spanish Armada.

H. King Phillip II of Spain (He also married to Mary when she was alive.  The Protestants hated her for this marriage) made an attempt to invade England to restore the Catholic church.

I. The fleet of ships that Phillip sent (called the Spanish Armada) was soundly defeated.  Thus, leaving England’s naval power supreme.

J. With the defeat of the Catholics the only group that opposed the Church of England was the Puritans.

III. The English Revolution

A. When Elizabeth died, serious problems between the crown and parliament arose.  

B. James I (1603—1625)  

1. James believed in the divine right of kings (the belief that kings received their power directly from God.)

2. Because of his belief in divine right, James could not get any tax increases passed by parliament.

3. Catholics felt that James would be good for them since his mother (Mary Queen of Scots) was a catholic.

4. When he had done nothing for the Catholics by 1605, a group of radical Catholics planned to blow up parliament while it was in session.  (this was known as the infamous Gunpowder Plot.)

5. Puritans did not care for James that much because he refused to eliminate Catholic rituals within the Anglican Church.

6. In 1611 James had a great impact on English speaking Christians.  In 1604 James had commissioned a committee of forty seven ministers and charged them with making a English translation of the Bible.  The translation which is still widely in use today is known as the King James version.

7. In foreign policy—James wanted his son, Charles, to marry a Catholic girl from Spain.  This caused outrage among members of parliament and they passed the first document of the English Revolution called the Great Protestation.  The Great Protestation was an act that limited the kings control over foreign policy.  James responded by dissolving Parliament and imprisoning four of its leaders.

8. By the end of James’ reign  Puritans were angry at James for his refusal to reform church ceremony and parliament had been dissolved.  Upon James death there were many pressing problems left for Charles.

IV.  Charles I 1625—1642

A. In 1628, Parliament passed the Petition of Right which Charles initially supported but later came to oppose because of its limitations on royal power.

1. prohibited taxation without parliaments consent.

2. Guaranteed the right of Habeas Corpus.

3. Outlawed the practice of quartering soldiers in private homes.

4. Outlawed the declaration of martial law in peace.

B. In 1629 Charles came to oppose the Petition of Right and decided not to call parliament into session any more.

C. Parliament was not called into session again until 1640.

D. Several illegal taxes were raised between 1629 and 1640 which aroused opposition to him.

E. Finally, strapped for cash and unable to raise an army to defend against the Scots, Charles was forced to call parliament into session after an eleven year hiatus. 

F. This Parliament, called the Long Parliament, (because it was in session for 20 years) was determined to take steps to limit the power of the king.

G. The acts of Parliament caused the country to slip into a civil war.

V. Civil War 1642—1646

A. Oliver Cromwell emerged as the leader of the Parliamentary army.

B. Cromwell was a radical Puritan and his army, The New Model Army, proved to be the difference in the war.

C. In 1645 the New Model Army was successful in completely defeating Royalist forces (known as Cavaliers).

D. A split now occurred in the Parliamentary forces.  

E. A Presbyterian majority wanted to disband the army and restore Charles I.

F. The more radical Puritans opposed the formation of a Presbyterian church.

G. Charles took advantage of the split and fled to Scotland seeking their help.

H. Cromwell and the army began a second civil war and in 1648 they were victorious and captured the king.

I. Cromwell was determined that the radical Puritan point of view would win out.  

J. Presbyterian members of parliament were purged and the 53 members that were left (called the Rump Parliament) tried and convicted the king on the grounds of treason.

K. Charles was beheaded on Jan. 30, 1649.

L. Many people, in England, believed that the execution of Charles was illegal and that it was a stain on Parliament.

VI. Cromwell and the Interregnum  (1649—1660)

A. England was now a republic under a government known as the Commonwealth.

B. Cromwell dared not call an election, so the Rump Parliament continued to sit.

C. Cromwell faced a divided England.  The majority was royalist at heart and sick of all the fighting.

D. The son of Charles I who was also named Charles led a Scottish army against Cromwell and was defeated in 1650

E. Cromwell had to suppress a Catholic uprising in Ireland.  He did this with extreme bloodshed and took all the land from the Catholics and earned England the eternal hatred of the Irish Catholics.

F. He went to war with the Dutch and defeated them in 1654

G. He waged a war with Spain and acquired the island of Jamaica in 1658.

H. In 1655 Cromwell dissolved parliament instituted a constitution (the only one that England has ever had) and divided the country into 11 regions each ruled by a major-general. 

I. Cromwell was unable to find a working constitution for his government and had to resort to using military force to maintain his rule.

J. Cromwell died in 1658.  And was succeeded by his son Richard.  Richard was ineffective and soon the military took control. 

K. Military leaders felt that the only way to avoid a long and bitter civil war was to restore the monarchy.  Charles II, eldest son of martyred Charles I, was  crowned king in 1660.

