Minoan Civilization

1.  Minoan Crete:  Between 2000 and 1450 BC. the Minoans developed a flourishing culture on the island of Crete.  Minoan civilization came to an abrupt and catastrophic end in 1450 BC. The reasons for the end of Minoan Civilization have been long debated but many historians believe that an invasion by the mainland Greeks known as the Mycenaeans was responsible for the abrupt end of Minoan civilization.  

Mycenaean Civilization

2.  Mycenaean Greek civilization flourished between 1600 and 1100 BC.  The Mycenaeans were a group who originated in central Europe and entered the Greek peninsula around 1900 BC.

3.  The Mycenaeans were noted for their fortified palaces.  While the royalty lived in these palaces, while the rest of the population was scattered about the countryside.

4.  The Mycenaeans were, above all else, a warrior people who prided themselves on heroic deeds in battle.

5.  The Mycenaeans developed an extensive trade network.  Mycenaean pottery has been found throughout the Mediterranean, as far as Syria and Egypt to the East and Sicily and Italy to the West.

6.  The most famous of all Mycenaean tales comes to us through the epic poetry of Homer relating the story of the Mycenaean sack of Troy.

7.  By 1100 BC. Mycenaean civilization was collapsing; Mycenae the capital had been sacked and then abandoned. 

8.  The cause of the fall of the Mycenaean Greek civilization according to Greek legend is that their mainland was invaded from the north by a less civilized Greek speaking people called the Dorians who destroyed the Mycenaeans and established themselves in the Peloponnesus.

9.  Between 1100 and 750 BC. A veil of considerable darkness descends on Greek history.  Very little is known about this period in relation to the preceding Mycenaean and succeeding Archaic age.  

10.  What we do know is that this was a period of great migration.  Large numbers of Greeks left the mainland and settled on various islands in the Aegean.  

11.  Iron came into use during this period.

12.  Near the very end of the Dark Age appeared the work of the poet Homer, who is viewed as one of the great poets of all time.

