Early Human Beings

A. The study of early humans 

1. Archeology is the study of material remains (fossils, relics, artifacts, and monuments) of past human life and activities.

2. Anthropology is the study of human beings: where they originated, how they are distributed, how they relate to one another, and how they relate to their environment.

3. Most of our understanding of early humans relies on conjecture or educated guesses not hard scientific fact.

B. The first humans

1. Homo habilis  (or “skilled human being”)

a. The first recognizable form of human being.

b. Homo habilis lived in Africa about 2.5 million years ago.

2. Homo Sapiens (or “thinking human being”)

a. Emerged in southern and eastern Africa around 100,00 years ago.

b. World history is mainly the study of Homo Sapiens. 

C. The Paleolithic Age  (or The Old Stone Age) 800,000—10,000 B.C.

1. During the Paleolithic Age gradual changes in the human species allowed man to better manipulate his environment.

a. The opposable thumb allowed humans to better use their hands and to make tools.

b. The development of a large brain encouraged the growth of abstract thought.

c. Due to dramatic climate changes such as ice ages man became very adaptable to different environments.

d. The use of tools allowed man to alter his physical environment.

e. The ability to speak and think allowed humans to create a culture that could be passed on to later generations.

2. How people in the Paleolithic Age lived.

a. During the Paleolithic Age people acquired their food by hunting, fishing, and gathering.

b. Women who bore and raised the children had to stay close to their homes.  Therefore they would engage in most of the gathering of berries, nuts and grains.

c. Women would also make utensils, clothing and baskets.

d. Men did most of he hunting and fishing.

e. Men made weapons and fought to protect their band from wild animals and fellow human beings.

f. Because herds of animals migrate people had to be nomadic and migrate along with their food supply.

3. Paleolithic inventions

a. Basketry—allowed people to store food and other items.

b. Spear and bow and arrow—made hunting considerably easier

c. Fishhook and harpoon—increased the catch of fish

d. Religion—basic religions first appeared during the Paleolithic Age and helped people to explain the world that they lived in.

D. The Neolithic period (New Stone Age)  10,000—4,000 BC

1. The first Agricultural Revolution.

a. At the end of the last ice age about 10,000 BC there was a fundamental shift in how people obtained their food.  Historians call this change The Agricultural Revolution.

b. This change involved the shift from hunting and gathering to systematic agriculture.

c. The agricultural revolution gave humans greater control over their environment and led them to settle in organized communities.

d. Historians believe that systematic agriculture developed independently in four different areas between 8000 and 7000 BC.  

1) The fertile crescent

2) Southern Asia

3) West Africa

4) Middle America

e. The region just north of the fertile crescent (modern Iraq and southern Turkey) there were four types of wild animals that came to be domesticated for human use.

1) pigs

2) cows

3) goats

4) sheep

2. The rise of cities.

a. The systematic growing of crops gave rise to permanent settlements.

b. The oldest known city was Jericho.

1) Dates back to 8000 BC.

2) The city covered several acres.

3) It was enclosed by a wall several feet thick.

4) The houses were made of sun-dried bricks.

c. Catal Huyuk located in modern day Turkey was a city of several thousand inhabitants by 6000 BC.  Its walls enclosed an area of thirty-two acres.

d. The first temples have been found in the city of Catal Huyuk.

3. Specialization of Labor and Trade develop.

a. Organized villages allowed for a surplus of food to be grown.

b. A surplus of food meant that some people could stop farming and specialize in different crafts.

c. A division of labor developed.

d. Surplus goods and food could be traded with other villages for different goods and food.

4. Neolithic inventions

a. Pottery was developed and used as containers and for cooking.

b. Bricks were developed and used as the main building material.

c. By 6000 BC. thread had been developed from vegetable and animal fibers, and flax and wool were being woven into cloth.

d. Stone tools became refined and were used as sickles and hoes.  Both were useful for agriculture.

e. Around 4000 BC. two inventions came about that ushered in a new age.

1) The development of writing allowed written records to be kept.

2) The invention of bronze allowed humans to control their environment as never before.

f. The period from 4000—1200 BC is known as the Bronze Age.  In 1200 BC Iron began to replace bronze as the dominant metal

g. During the Bronze Age the first civilizations developed in the river valleys of Mesopotamia and Egypt.

