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Dear Mr. Phil McNeil and Mrs. Patty Alpher, 
I would like to thank you both so very much for your help with my business plan and your assistance in the business plan completion. With your help I was able to accomplish much more than being simply the position as runner up in the NFTE finals, but I was able to learn so much more. Aside from the collective $500 I obtained in each level of the competition, I gained a valuable experience that will prepare me in my pursuits as an entrepreneur.  Lastly I earned an internship from a business man named Richard B. Torren, which will hopefully give me the experience and knowledge I need to pursue a similar career.
During the competition I was also able to meet with many influential people in AOL and the business world including a Mr. David J. Liu who is the VP and General Manager of AOL. He along with many other judges complementing me saying "you are going to be a very influential person in the business world." After the competition results were announced Mr. Liu spoke to me personally and said "This is just a wrinkle in a long and successful business career." 
I thank you both so much for the advice and insight you have given me. I would like to thank you Mr. McNeil, especially for the detail and financial aspects of my plan. I would never have been able to fine tune my business plan if you had not stayed up with me as late as you had and look over my plan countless times. Ms. Alpher I would like to thank you specifically for your advice in the marketing sections of my plan. Initially, I had many problems deciding who to target with my product and the fact that I had not began my business presented a problem, as to the realism of my plan. Because of you I was able to resolve these problems and organize them near flawlessly which turned my inexperience into carefully planned out research. Both of your comments and constructive criticism have inspired me and taught me how to act and present both myself and my business in a professional, competitive market. 

I would like to let you both know that your work was not in vain, because I have begun to design websites under Web Whale. In addition to the business I still have from Lady Day’s Lyrical Lounge, the NFTE organization of Washington has also requested that I design them a personal website. I have also made contact with several other organizations who wish to have their own websites designed and maintained under Web Whale. I am also looking into investing in Html software programs so that I might train several individuals who wish to become my employees. In the future I also plan to resubmit my plan in the regional competition so might place much higher and have more of these great opportunities to sell myself and my business
As my business grows and expands I wish to keep in touch with you both. I hope that you will continue to remain adopters of the Washington NFTE program so that others just like me will be exposed to what you have shown me. 
Sincerely,

Ryan Brown

Founder and CEO of Web Whale
