04/06/2005

Today April 6, 2005 at exactly 2:00 pm a half an hour after I attended B-lunch my 7th period Teacher Ms. Bailey confronted the class to announce that she would be collecting the Chapter Four Outline. Ms. Bailey had assigned this work months in advance on an assignment sheet. Unfortunately this assignment sheet gave us no exact due dates as to when the work would be collected, so I could only guess it was by random chance that she decided to collect the work in the last 35 minutes of class. This particularly disturbed me when the allotted 15 minute time for Warm Up’s was extended to a half an hour, and the majority of the remaining half an hour after lunch was spent waiting for Ms. Bailey who was apparently very late, contradictory to her stick teachings of promptness.

After receiving the due time for the assignment on my computer’s H-drive. Anticipating the collection I had typed up all the assignments to be collected in advance. Unfortunately Ms. Bailey’s room did not have a printer, and Ms. Bailey only collected hard copies of work. I requested that I go to another classroom to print out my work and I was denied. This confused me. I then requested as to why, and Ms. Bailey answered me by saying it was her new rule. In dates previous I was able to leave and print out my work without any problems whatsoever, but obviously today was different. I then inquired if after the bell I would be able to print in another class room and return it to her. She denied me this as well, noting her horrible organization as the reason. She had lost the work of several students in the past.
On my report card that was released just the day before (4/5/05) I received a 3.75 on my report card. The reason I received this grade was because in Ms. Bailey’s class I received an average grade of a C. This also confused me as I have Ms. Bailey’s class twice and received an A in her third period but a C in her seventh. Although I knew there was no way I could ever turn this assignment in on time I was determined to receive a 4.0 for the fourth quarter on my senior year of high school. To ensure that my work was turned in on time at exactly 2:15 pm I decided to walk out of Ms. Bailey’s class. I may have not had permission but I was going to turn that work into her.

During that time I walked into the media center and explained to Ms. Ray that I was printing out a paper for Ms. Bailey. She allowed me to do so after explaining that Ms. Bailey had not issued me a pass. I printed out my paper and returned to my class at 2:20 pm. Ms. Bailey approached me almost intimidating and requested that I get a pass from my administrator. She would not allow me to turn in the work or remain in her class further without one. I did as I was told leaving my paper in my seat and left the class to talk to my 12th grade Administrator and vice principle Ms. Simmons. After listening to my story she understood what had happened and wrote me a pass to return to class. I presented the pass to Ms. Bailey and turned in my printed assignment as she said she would allow me to at 2:29.

A few minutes later the bell rung as it normally does at 3:35 signaling the end of the third period. Ms. Bailey called me up to her desk and informed me that I would not be able to receive anything higher than a D on my printed assignment. I was a little angered by this and requested to know why as I had retrieved the pass from my administrator as she had requested I do. Ms. Bailey refused to answer, acting as if this type of behavior was typical of me. I left the classroom now realizing there was no way I could have turned in the assignment I had rightfully completed and still receive full credit on it. So I decided to write this letter expressing my frustration. I know this will only be one of the many complaints against Ms. Bailey and her methods of teaching, but after reviewing this letter I hope that the reader find these complaints to be valid. In the simple act of writing this letter I am sure my grade would decrease so I request that even though I have signed the bottom I remain anonymous as her grading scale in unexplainable and often curved.
Personally I do not doubt Ms. Bailey’s knowledge, but her ability to perform can only be described as Sub par. Aside from the randomly collected assignment Ms. Bailey’s classes are an eventless waste of time.  Her lesson plans much like her lectures lack substance, and meaning. Much of her class time is spent hiding behind her computer rising only to attempt to gain the classes’ respect even though they have lost all respect for her. I am also a member of the Entrepreneurship strand and I fear for our incoming juniors. Although it would not be fair to compare Ms. Bailey to Ms. Fitzgerald even by the lowest standards Ms. Bailey is a poor teacher, who lacks reason, and demands respect when her herself can not give it. Many a time I have entered the class to find her arguing with students. Even though it would be hypocritical of me to allow other teachers to argue with students I find it still inappropriate.
Ryan Brown 

Largo Senior High School Senior
