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The New Birth Experience
Examining Tradition in the Light of Truth

By Michael G, Blankenship

Vo study of the Bible is more to the "hotlom line" than the study of redempiion and
safvation! There may e many things we may not fully grasp in Serpture ot WE
MU ST GRASP this subject.

Let's begin with a premise... WE ARE SINNERS!
ROMANS &8 - "But God commendeth his lowe boward us, in that, while we were wet sinmers, Christ died For us," (See Romans
5:19)

Notice Jesus' Comm ent:

MARK 217 - "They that are whaole hawve no meed of the physician, bk they that are sida I came not bo call the rghteows, bk
sinrers bo repertance,”

His Message to SINNERS was...REPENTANCE

Listen to Jesus Again.
LUKE 24:45-47 - "Then opered be their understanding that they might understand the saiptres, and s aid unko them, This it

is writter, and thie it bebowed Christ to suffer, and torise from the dead the third day: and that repertance and remission of sins
shodd be preadredin his narme among all the natiors, begnning at Jerasalern

Two Thil‘lgS Would be Preached - Repentance and remission of sins:

= How? I would be pre adhed in HIS NAME
= Where? It wodd begin in JERUSALEM, This was Adfilled in Acts 2238

God Demanded Repentance of Mankind!

Repentance means: the "the act of toming aboot; an aboot Face "(from sin to God)

MATTHEW %8 - "Sing/orth tereore Tty meel forrecentanee.”

MATTHEW 4 17 - "Fom that fme Jesus began fo preach and'to sap Repent: /o the kingdom o Peaven i at fardl”

Tnue Repertance Is the First Step to God|

Repentance prepares our heart to obey the Scriptures further.

Many have assumed that repentance is itself the new birth experience, It is said that if we
"believe on the Lord Jesus Christ" we need not go any further, because the new hirth is
comp lete.

Let's Exarnire This Idea

Frst of all, itis true that believing on the Lord Jesus is the FIRST step toward salvation.
&z Paul told the Phillipian jailer, "FBefeve o0 the Lo Jesus Snist, and’ tow shalt be saved™ (Actks 1651,

Why is This True?
HEBREWS 11:6 - "Bt without St i fe impoe i fo pleace Him e fe tat cometh fo Goo’most befieve that e i, ano’ that
Fe iz a rewartler of them Mat difige ity ceek Aim. "

Let's Look at This Issue Bven Closer:

PCTS 221 - Andit shalf come o pass, Bat whiosoe wershaf calf on the name o the Loe’shaf be saved™ ™

MATTHEW T:21- bt everyone Hat saith unto me, Lod Lo sfalf enderinfo Hhe dingobm ot heavery bt e Hhat doetth the
Wil ot myp Father wy¥ahis in fearen.”

Jesus is very clear that church attendance and simple "easy believe-ism" is not the new birth experiencel ["But he
that doath the will of my Father.")
We Are Mot All Going to the Same Place, and We Do Mot Al Believe the $Same Thing Concermning Doctrine

Some Wish to Downplay Doctrine as Lhimportant, But the apostle Paul had a different

WIEw,

I TIMOTHY & 16 - "Take heed unto thaself, and unto the dodrine; corbirue in them for in doing this thou shalt both save
thyself, and them that hear thee,"

(See I Timothy 4:13, IT Timothy 3:10, 16; Titus 2 1; and IT John 1:100 )

If There Is a God, Then There Has to Be a Truth!
Therefore, we have the responsibility bo diligently seek for THAT tnth, 8fer repert arce, the next step of chedierce is water
baptisn,

DM Testament Typology

IPETER Z20-21- "WHch somelime were deabedient, when onee He fongeuTering of God waited in the daps of Moah, wile
the arkwas 3 preparng whereinew, Mal i efight souk were 53 wed by water, The e Sgure whereunic ewen baplicm obth also
oW save oE (ot the putting awa p of the At of the Jeshy but e anawver 0F a good conscience toward God, ) by the resumection
o Jesie st “See I Corinthiare 10014

The Tabemacle in the Wildem ess

EXDDUS 3k 18-21 - "Thow shaft ako malke a Bver of brass, andhis /oot albo of brass, fo wash wihals and thow shalt pot it
Dehween the tabermacle of the congregation and'the att an and'thow shalt oot water therein, For Aaron and s sore shall wash
theim fandk and'their feet thereal: When they oo info e tabermacle of the congregalion Hhep shalf wazh with water, Hhat tey
e oty or when Hhey come e ar o e altar to minister, to bum oTering made by Are unto He LORD: So they shal wash Hheir
fandE and theirfeel, Mt they die not: and' it shalf be a otatute Mo ever o Hhem, even o Aim and’ o Az see o Hroughout Hheir
menerations. ™

Water Baptism Has Two Distinct Meanings

WirASHIM G

MATTHEW %56 - "Thenwent out bo hirn Jere aler, and all Judea, and all the regon round about Jordan, 2nd were baplized
of him in Jordan, confessing their sirs "

BLEIAL:

ROMANS 6:4 - "ThereDre we are burfed’ with 5m by baplicm info cbatfy Hat ke as Chist was rafsed’ oo From e dead’bp e
goryofthe Fathe, even so we ako shouc’ wallk in newwness ot ie. "See Colossiars 2112

The Following Yerses Reflect the Fulfillment of the Comniand in the Eady Church:

ALCTS 238 - "Then Peter said’ unito them, Repent, and'be baplire devery ore of powin the name of Jesus St for e remission,
o sing, ang’ pe shal reced e Hhe gl o M Moy Ghost.”

ALCTS 10:48 - A’ he rommanckd Wam o be baplired’ in the name of e Lool Then prapedthey Aim fo tamy ertain dbps. ™
ACTS 19:5 - "When theyp fead s Mep were bagtired in Me name of e Loo less.”

How Was the Early Church Baptized?

The word baplism comes from the Greek word "BAPTIZD, mearing to ok, immeTe, o soak For Examnple!

JOHN 323 - "Aand John also was baptizing in fernon mear to Salinn, bacause there was moch water there: and they came, and
were baptiz ed.”

MATTHEW 3:16 - "0 Jesus wien He was Saptized, went wo siraightveap oot of e watery andl fo the Heavens vwere goened
wto Sim, andhe caw the Soinit of Go’ cberending e a obve, and’fgiting woon Aim. "

ALCTS 8:38-39 - Ao’ ommancka’the chado! fo stand’stils ana’ the p went o bothinfo Hhe water; both Bhilio ana’the
eurely and fe baptired Bim. And'when bey were tome oo ool othhe wales; Hhe Soitt o the Loro caught awa p BSNn that bhe
eLrel saw Him o more: and He werd o Ak wap eioiang.”

What About Sprinling 7
e sim ply do mat fnd it inthe Scripture! Sprirkling, pouring, of infark baptism cannot be Fourd or substantiated in the Wiord of
God, These are onlyw human tradtiors . Therefore, we shod d reject therm in the light of the sariptural troth,

What Formula was Used?

The bitth of the churchin the second dhapter of &cts made John's baptism cbsolete, It was updated when a name was addedto
it

ALCTS 238 - "Then Peter said unto therm, Repert, and be baptize d everyore of vouinthe name of Jesus Christ For the remission
of sirs, ard ve shall receive the gift of the Halv Ghaost "

The greatest legacy the Lord left to his bride (the church) was His name!
ALCTS 412 - "Meither is there salwation in amy cther: For there is mone ather name under heaven given among men, where by we

Mo Other Baptismal Mode Was Practiced in Scripture!

ALCTS 816 - "[For as vet he was Fallen upon nore of therm ; only they were baptized inthe name of the Lord Jesis, )"

ACTS 10:48 - "ard be commanded them bo be baplized inthe name of the Lord, Then praved they him bo barry certain days,"
ACTS 19:5 - "when they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesis

ROMANS 6:3 - "Krow we nok, that somany of 5 as were baptized inko Jesus Christ were baptized inko bis death?"

Jesus' name must be invoked verbally to have a proper baptism!

Naotice the Three Questions Paul Asked the Church at Corinth - they are relevant to cr
study boday,

ICORINTHIANS 1:13 - "I Thrist dwded? was Paul aucified For wod? or were ve baplized in the name of Pad?

Jesie was crudfed For 15, sowe shoudd be baptized in Jesus' name! Look at Paul's own baptism:

ALCTS Z2:16 - "And now whiv barrest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the nare of the Loed "

Water Baptism is a Command to be Obeyed for Salvation!

ACTS 10:48 - "ard be commanded themn to be baplized inthe name of the Lard, Then praved they hirn bo barry certain days,"
MAREK 16:15 16 - "2nd ke said unto thern, Go ve into all the wodd, and preach the goepel bo every ae abre, He that beliewveth
andis baptized shall be sawved; but be that belieweth not shall b2 darired

GALATIAMNS 327 - "For as marny of you as hawe been baptized into Cheist hawe pat on hrist”

ALCTS 241 - "Then they that glady received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added urto therm abouk three

thos and souls "
EPHESIANS 4:5 - "One Lord, ore Rithe ome baptism,"

What About Matthew 28: 197

MATTHEW 28:19 - "3o ve therdfore, and teadh all matiors, baptizing thern in the nare of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Huly Ghost.”

Matthew 25119 was obeved in &cts 2138, Father, Son and Haoly Ghost are titles, not names , Many simply repeat the Lord's
command found in Matthew 28:19 instead of obeving it, Baptism wsing a threefdd formda was not practiced by or taught by the
disciples of Jesis Christ,

What is the Name of the Father?

JOHN ?43 - "Tam come inmy Father's name, and ye recsive me ot iF ancther shall corne in bis own name, hirn e will
Feceive,

What is the Mame of the Son?

JOHN 20:31 - "But these are written, that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ve might
hawe life through his name."

What is the Name of the Holy Gho st ?

JOHN 14:26 - "But the ZomFodter, whichis the Haly Ghaost, whom the Father will send inmy name, he shall teach vou all things,
and bring all things to yvour remembrance, whatsoever I hawe said urbo you,"

The Holy Ghost is not a name... It is a title for the SPIRIT OF GOD IN THE CHURCH
TODAY.

Thiz Brings us to One of the Most Beautifu| Revelations of the Bible: The Message of who Jesus
Really I=!

The name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost is Jesus!
The disciples never had a single conflict over baptism in the New Testament.,

WHY? Because they understood the singleness or oneness of God, Observe:

JOHN 14:10- 11 - Befevest Hoow not Halr T am in te Fatlber, and the Falther in mer te wook Mat T gpeak undo powr T spoeak
ot ot m el bt the Father that divelfetf in me, he obeth the works. Befieve me that Fam inthe Father, and'the Fatfer inme:
o eke befere me o the very wonks sake.

JOHN 10:30 - T g my Father are one.’

JOHN 14:8-11 - “Prils saith wito fHim, Lord, show ws Bhe Fathar, and & suifficeth us, Jasus s3ith
Lrrto S, Have T Begn 50 long e with you, and yet hast hou not knowsr e Philis? e that
hath saan me hath sean the Rather, and how sapast thou than, Show us the Fathar? Balisvast
thou not that 7 am i the Fathe, and the felhar i me? the words that 1 goesk wito you 7 speak
not of mysall but the Rathar that cweleth i me, he doglh the works Beliave me that § am i
e Fathar, and the Fathar i ma: or alsa baliere ma for the vary works' saka.

JOHN 14:15-20 - T ye ove me, kesp my connmandmaits. And T will pray the Fathar, and he
shall give you anothar Conmwbrtar, that he may abide with you for ever; Evan the Shinit of truth;

Whoum the world caanol receive, becalses it seeth him not meither Knowelh i But e krow
Rimy for e dweliath with you, and shall be i you. F will not fasve you comibritass: T will come o
you. Yat g fittle wiile, and the worid seelhs me no more, but ye sas me: because | lve, ye shal

five gifen. At that day ye shalf know that 7 am i my Father, and ye & e and T i pou.”
JOHN 14:25 27 - "These things hawe T spooken wnio pow, being pet present with pow But the Comibrten; which s the Hbly

Fhost, whom the Father will cend’in myp name, e sfalf teach pour all taings, and'bring alf tree o pour remembranes,
whatcoever I fave said unto pow. Peare Fleave with pou myppeace T give wnifo pows not a5 e wodd gl et give Tundo pows Let
ot pourheant be troubfed] neither et it be afraidl ™

Jesus said, T wil mot jeave you comortess, §owill come o pou, "THE HOLY GHOST IS JESUS TN
SPIRIT FORM! These three titles refer to the different roles of the same WE GOD! He is Father

in creation; Son in redemption; Haly Ghost in His body, the chunch!

IICORINTHIANS = 19 - "Towd Mt Godwar in Gisl reondling e wold unfo Amsell not imputing Hheir tregpasres unfo
themy andhath committe ofunto we e word’ of reconalf ation. ™

DEUTERONOMY &4 - Hear, O Eraels The LORD our God'is one LORD."

ISALAH %6 - o undo e 4 0l iz bom, wnto ws 3 sonis given: andthe cowernment shall be ypon Hs ahoufobr and’ s name
ghaf be calfed Wonebn Ll Gounselor, The mighty ol The evedasting Fatfer, The Frince o FPeare .

MNow You're Ready for the Wonderful Gift of the Holy Spirit!

Start with Old Testament Prophecy:

EZEKIEL 36:26-27 - "4 new feart alco wil T gf e pow and’ a new soimt il T oot within powsr and T will fake away e stony
feart ot of pour fechy and T will give powr anfheant of fesh And’ T vl oot myp soimt within pog and’ cavse powr fo walt inm p
statutes, and' pe shall keep my fucbments, and’ ob Hem.”

JOEL 228 - And'it sful come to pass aferward] Hat Twil pour oot my soicit goon all fesfy and your sons and’ pour dacghters
shal prophe sy, your ot men shall deam dfeams, pour poung men shall see vaions.”

Then It Happened For the First Time:

ACTS 2 1-4 -"And when the day of Partecost was fdly come, they were all with one accord in ome place. And sudderlwthere
came a sound from heavwen as of a rashing mighty wind, and it flled all the hose where they were sitting, And there appeared
unto thern dowen tongues like as of Are, and it sat upon each of them, And they were all flled with the Holy Ghost, and bBeganto
speak with other tongoes, as the Spirit gave therm dtterarce”

Jesus Prophesied This Also:

JOHN 7= 38-39 - "He that belieweth on e, as the scrpture hath said, ot of kis belly shall Aow dwers of living water, (Bt this
spake be of the Spit, which they that believe on Him shoudd receive: For the Hoby Ghost was nob yet give ng because that Jesis
was not vel gorified,)”

¥OU DO NOT RECEIVE THE HOLY GHOST autom atically WHEN ¥OU BELIEVE. It is a

separate but dynamic experience that is part of the new birth!

ALCTS 19:1-6 - "And it came to pass, that, while Apallos was at Corinth, Paul having passed theoogh the upper coasts came to
Ephesie: and Andng certain disciples, He said urto them, Hawe ve received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? &nd they said unko
Firm, wie have nat somudh as beard whether there b2 ary Holy Ghost . And he said unto therm, Unto what then were w baptized?
Ard theyw said, Unto Johr's baptism, Then said Paul, John verily baplize d with the baptism of repentance, saving urko the people,
that they shodd believe on hirn which should come aRer him, that is, on heist Jesos, When they beard this, they were baptized
in the marme of the Lord Jesus, &nd when Paul had laid ks hande upon thern, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with
tongues, and prophesied,”

Paul found believers, but they needed their EXPERIENCE with God UPDATED! Even though they
had been baptized unto John's baptism, it was not enough. They were rebaptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus! VES, IF 15 THAF FIMPORTAVT

Is the Holy Ghost Mecessary for Salvation?

EPHESIANS 1:13 - Tr whom pe afso trusted, after that ye heard the word of trulh, the gospaf
ai owr safratian: fr wiiam aiso sfter that e believed, e ware sealed wilhy that foly Skt of
Faigates]l==

THE ACTS 2 HOLY GHOST EXPERIENCE IS PAET OF THE NEW BIE.TH!

Some ask honestly, "But won't church attendance and being a good person save me?"
ALCTS 10:1-4 - "There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cormelis, a cenburion of the band called the Ttalian bard, & dewout

man, and ore that Feared God with all his bouse, which gave much alms tothe people, and praved to God alway, He sawin a
vision evidently about the nirkth bowr of the day an angel of God coming inta Fim, and saying unto him, Comelios, And when be
looked an birm, be was afraid, and said, vhat s it, Loed? 8nd he said unto lim, Thy prawvers ard thine alms are come upFor a
rnern ot al before God,"

HE WAS LED TO FULL SALYATION BY THE APOSTLE PETER!

The point is, being devout does not save you! You must sesk ruth! Update your spirituality ! Saax
Stid e shadl fing!

The Single Common Sign of the Baptism of the Haolv Ghast was "SPESRIMNG IM TOMGLES!

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHELY':
ISALAH 28:11 - "For with starnmering lips and amother tongue will he speak to this people.”

Tongues was the initial or immediate evidence of the Holy Spirit baptism, Acts 2:4, 10:45-46,

19:6 all mention tongues as the sign when receiving the Holy Ghost.
ALCTS 239 - "For the promise is urko vou, and to wour dhildren, and bo all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God
shall call.”

(C) Copyright 2000 United Pentecostal Church Intemational.



