L’Entente Musicale

The Apollo Big Band from Stockcross is preparing to travel to Geneva to perform at the annual festival to celebrate the Grape Harvest in the country’s most important wine producing area.

Andy Richardson who plays saxophone for the Apollo Big Band was working in Geneva at the end of 2002. While looking for somewhere to practice his instrument he met Alain Della Maestra who is probably the top trumpet player in France. Although he has a professional big band in Geneva he is also the musical director (MD) for an amateur big band at Dardagny-Russin near Geneva and invited Andy along to their rehearsals.

After 3 rehearsals Andy was suddenly recalled to the UK. The band was dismayed asking “does that mean you are not going to play in our annual concert for the community?” The members of the band had been so friendly and also understanding at Andy’s  cracked French that he decide to return for the concert last Saturday (22 March). He was joined by the Chairman of the Apollo Big Band (George Wicks).

The concert was a great success with the Big Band de Dardagny-Russin demonstrating their high level of musicianship. After the concert the hospitality continue unabated and the Mayor of Russin M. Patrice Plonjoux invited George and Andy to join him at his table. It was then that he invited the Apollo Big Band to the festival of the Grape Harvest saying that over the weekend he expected up to 25000 visitors to the festival.

Andy said “The welcome I received when I returned to the band was amazing. During the performance the band and the MD were very supportive and I felt like a full, long term member of the band. It was a wonderful experience to play under the direction of one of France’s top musicians who was able to get the very best out of each member of the band during the performance.” George added “I want to thank all our new friends in Dardagny-Russin for the tremendous hospitality which they showed us. This is a wonderful opportunity for the Apollo Big Band and we shall work hard to make the visit to Switzerland a great success”.

The Apollo Big Band was set up by George Wicks in January 2001.  The band has improved greatly since it’s musical director Andy Lowe joined in Nov 2001 and has undertaken several significant and challenging projects EG: hiring the Corn Exchange for the “Swing Is King” concert on 10 April and it will be performing several gigs in the Netherlands in August this year. 

