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Sister

As-Salaam-u-Alaikum

I believe that you and your mother had a run-in this morning. Firstly don’t fight each other, rather divert the impact, for it is only yourselves that you are going to hurt. Think of two trains (seems I like train stories these days) running on the same track heading for a collision, that’s what you are doing to each other, only the damage is not seen with the eye. This time the damage is mental and emotional. You both don’t need that, or do you? Life is short! So live a short happy life instead of a short miserable one, okay! 

About your problem (please refer to my article entitled ‘THE SELF’ for my definition of problems), don’t let it divide and break ties between yourself and your family. If anything, I pray that this situation will build stronger bonds between you and your kin. Our Beloved Prophet (SAW) said that a person that severes or helps severe family ties will never enter Jannah. If you love this guy, then would you not prefer for him to dwell in the promised Garden? Would you rather cause turmoil and tension among your kin? One of the ways of dealing with the situation is to seek guidance as well as education. About guidance, this is a prayer of the Prophet (SAW), which works very well for me:

“Oh you who created me,

Show me truth as truth and lead me toward that,

Show me falsehood as falsehood and help me avoid that,

And whichever way is most loved by thee,

Then guide me in that best way, so that I may love that way,

And make it clear to me!”




Amen!

Here is a prayer from Al-Qur’an:

‘Our Lord, Bestow on us mercy from yourself, and facilitate for

us our affair in the right way.’     (Surat-al-Kahf (18), ayah 10 )

In an interview at home in Heliopolis, Egypt in 1981 Zaynab al-Ghazali said: 

         “Islam has provided everything for both men and women. It gave women everything--  

          freedom, economic rights, political rights, social rights,  public and private rights. Islam 

          gave women rights in the family granted by no other society. Women may talk of 

          liberation in Christian society,  Jewish society, or pagan society, but in Islamic society it 

         is a grave error to speak of the liberation of women. The Muslim woman must study 

          Islam so she will know that it is Islam that has given her all her rights.”

Study this ‘icon’ of Islam carefully and you will feel the peace and tranquility she experienced. Who’s to be blamed for you not knowing your rights and priveledges?

You owe it to yourself to add value to yourself. One way of doing this is education and it’s only through education that you can reach the ultimate heights of success. Don’t measure success through material gain alone, but the ultimate success is complete peace with self and family. Hazrath Ali (RA) gave the following reasons as to why knowledge is better than wealth:-

· Wealth has to be guarded by you, whilst knowledge guards you.

· The wealthy gain enemies, whilst the learned gain friends.

· Wealth is the legacy of the Pharaohs, whilst knowledge is a legacy of the Prophets.

· Wealth decreases with distribution, whilst knowledge increases with distribution.

· The wealthy generally become misers, whilst the knowledgeable are charitable.

· The Pharaohs claimed divinity because of their wealth.

· We are going to be answerable for our wealth on Judgement day.
"Acquire knowledge. It enableth its possessor to distinguish right from wrong; it                           lighteth the way to Heaven; it is our friend in the desert, our society in solitude, our                           companion when friendless; it guideth us to happiness; it sustaineth us in misery; it

is an ornament amongst friends, and an armour against enemies."
- Prophet Muhammad (SAW)

The value you add to yourself will then be added to the commune between yourself an your life partner, for you owe it to both yourself and to him. If he has value then he’ll appreciate the value added by you and if he lacks value, then it wouldn’t matter to him whether you’re successful or not. If you don’t achieve success within yourself, then how can you achieve success in relationships, home, kids and the challenges that life has to offer? What Islam wants for all humans, Muslims or not, is the highest level of social quality and upliftment. Therefore, anything that leads to degradation of the self, is haraam, and because the self is an integral part of society, it does ultimately effect the society that one is part of. On the other hand, if self-degradation is so bad, then can you imagine how valuable is self-upliftment and development?

Humans are limited in knowledge and we have to expose ourselves to the truth. This is why we need to seek guidance from one that is All-Knowing, Al-Aleemu, the Most Merciful Creator of the Universe.  Allah will guide us onto the straight path and not onto the path of those that earn Allah’s anger. The nature of males stipulates egotistical behaviour and amongst other things, having many women makes a man happy. Most females on the other won’t have more than one lover at time and expects the males to follow suite. From this, we learn that what makes a man happy, makes a female miserable. Such is the conflicting natures of humans, and before boy meets girl, conflict is imminent. 

Islam teaches us the highest form of dignity and respect that upon men bathing the corpse of a male, the corpse is covered from the navel to below the knees throughout this ritual. The female, upon being lowered into the grave is covered by another sheet of cloth, hiding her form and shape from men that are present. Hazrath Bibi Fathima (RA) started this tradition before she passed away. Here also men lower their gaze, or look the other way, but the female is nonetheless covered by another sheet, not leaving the ultimate decision as to whether her form is seen or not up to the onlookers to make. 

In the first century AD, Hazrath Umar Ibn Al-Khattaab, one of our Prophet’s closest companions said: 

‘If a mule were to stumble in Iraq, I would hold myself responsible for it before Allah (SWT), as to why I had not levelled the road for her.’  

There is a hadith that depicts the Prophet (SAW) cutting off the portion of his prayer mat so as not to disturb a sleeping cat when it was time for prayer.  If Islam teaches us such respect even to the littlest animals, how much more do you think humans should be respected, considering that we are God’s highest and greatest creation. This is the type of dignity and respect that Islam blesses both humans and animals with even in death. Then why can we not enjoy such a status whilst we are living? Would you eat pork or drink alcohol? I know you won’t because I truly believe that you have been guided not to. Would you not try to stop your brother from eating pork or indulging in alcohol, or would you leave him be? Other than these two wrongful acts, there are lots more that have been stipulated as haraam by God and it is for us to accept them as such. I will discuss why interest and gambling is haraam in a future article of mine called “Money Matters”. Without the proper guidance, we might fail to perceive certain activities as haraam, and such decisions cannot be left to the individual to make. That is why Allah has given as a clear set of rules for us to follow. Allah says:

“Then it is only a part of the Book that ye believe in, and do ye reject the rest? 

But what is the reward for those among you who behave like this but disgrace in this life? -

And on the Day of Judgement they shall be consigned to the most grievous penalty.

For Allah is not unmindful of what ye do.” (Al-Qur’an 2:85)

The private parts of the body as stipulated by non-Muslims do not include the thighs. Our Beloved Prophet (SAW) told Hazrath Ali (RA) that men should cover their thighs, for the thighs are private parts as well. Whose classification of private parts would you choose as correct, that of our Prophet (SAW) or that which is stipulated by Western culture? Who do you think is rightly guided, the Western culture or the Islamic? The choice is yours, for there is no compulsion in religion. Nobody is forced to be a Muslim. By reciting the kalimah in order to be Muslims, we undertake a covenant or contract with God, then why does Allah 

say:

“Among the believers are those who are true to the covenant they made with God” (Al-Qur’an)
Just last Friday, a girl entered the “Miss Bikini” competition at the HQ’s nightclub. She won the pageant and to celebrate, much to her audiences’ delight, stripped naked in front of the entire club. Her name is Zunobia, and yes she is Muslim.. or is she? It is clear that she believed that what she did was correct and I guarantee that she was greatly supported. Most of the audience, among them Muslims, would like her to do it again. Such is the level of our perception of right and wrong. We all need to audit our loyalty and faith in God. How true are we to what we believe in, how far will we go in faith? Do we accept Islam in its totality or do we decide to pick from it what we feel is good for us, and shun the rest. Amongst us there are sisters that are imprisoned, tortured and killed for refusing to remove their headgear. In Turkey, Islamic headgear was banned and then they also suffered severe uncanny earthquakes (See “Heads I Win, Tails you Loose” for more details about persecution of Muslims and Jihad).  

Then whose Sunnat will we follow, the sunnat of our Mother Hazrath Bibi Khatija (Ummul-Mu’mimeen or the Mother of the Believers) (RA), Hazrath Fathima(RA) and the righteously-guided Sahaba-Kiraam (RA) who suffered great persecutions and were killed just so that we may have Islam, or is it going to be the sunnat of our famous glamorous queens of the entertainment industry? We would choose the latter only if we don’t know about the former. How well do we know the former? What effort have we made to research the former? Don’t let the latter be our teachers. What have you and I done for our religion, yet our Prophet (SAW) was stoned until his sandals were full of blood, to present us with this merciful Islam. How much do we appreciated what they all struggled for, and now that we got it easily, neglect it? This Islam is a great piece of gold, and we must keep on shining it daily so that its radiance would affect all that come into contact with it. We got to strive to present Islam in all its Glory to the world.

Dating and going out is un-Islamic. You may ask Allah why is something so romantic and beautiful, so haraam, for I have done so already. After years of pondering and observing, I think I have been rightly guided as to why this is stipulated as such. If you can guarantee beyond doubt that when a man and woman are together there is no perversion at all, then I guess this would not be haraam. You see, It all starts with perversion. Adultery is haraam due to the fact that it is a social crime. This is so because humans do not have the capacity to deal with the repercussions of adultery, which include murder (jealous lovers and spouses kill each other), divorce, family disunity, rape, suicides, prostitution, pornography, abortions, homeless or street kids, kids with single parents, STD’s, poverty, emotional and physical trauma, social disrespect and degradation, lies, deceit, etc.  All these repercussions prevail as result of a few minutes of ecstatic pleasure. Is it not possible to inhibit selfish carnal desires in order to put an end to these social illnesses, or are we to weak to control ourselves? By abstaining from adultery, society is safe from the above list of social illnesses, which has a serious impact on humans and the quality of life. These social illnesses lead to other illnesses such as crime (kids without proper parenting live a devalued life and join gangs that indulge in crime, emotionally distressed people or prostitutes take drugs to cope, etc.). In short, adultery leads to personal and social degradation! You might say that you will never end up being degraded, but can you guarantee this? Let’s face the fact that the above-mentioned illnesses were prevalent from the beginning of creation, e.g. Cain and Abel, the Story of the Prophet Lot (Hazrath Loot AS), Samson and Delilah. There is a great history of the evils and sufferings caused by adultery. Although mankind has progressed and seems to be civilised, all these social illnesses are still prevalent, proving how ignorant and uncivilised mankind still is in the new Millennium. It is only ignorance that will not allow us to learn from the sufferings of those before us. 

You ask what has innocent dating and going out got to do with adultery? You see, not only does Islam forbid sin, but also protects its adherents from actions that could lead to sin by incorporating strategic preventative measures. Here are a few of many strategies that humans may adopt in order to fight against the evils of adultery:

· When men and women come into contact, the lowering of the gaze as prescribed by the Sunnat is to be practiced. 

· If a woman is covered appropriately and the man adorns a beard as prescribed by Sunnat, then the sense of perversion is eradicated and instead a sense of respect prevails.

· Unmarried couples aren’t alowed to be alone together, hence the eradication of the possibility of evil prevailing

· Women aren’t aloud to wear perfume in the company of men, again inhibiting perversion.

This behaviour is the highest sense of morality and sophistication. Compare the behaviour of non-Muslims that cheaply flaunt their bodies and intentionally expose themselves to sexual perversion. 

Yes, no man is just going to come and get married to you. Neither must you go out looking for a husband using your sexuality, for you will only attract the weakest and most immoral of men. Put your faith and trust in Allah, for:-

In Allah’s hands lie the guiding reins of men’s hearts and the keys to them. He whom Allah guides will not be misled, but he whom Allah leads astray has no guide. Allah is our sufficiency, and the best of Guarantors. Is not Allah sufficient for Allah’s servant?  Hassen Al-Banna

We are commanded to love Allah and Allah’s Prophet (SAW) more than anything, for we haven’t loved until we love them. Allah warns us:                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, you kin, the wealth you have earned, the commerce whose falling you fear, and the dwellings in which you rejoice, are more beloved by you than Allah and Allah’s messenger, and struggle in Allah’s way- then wait until Allah brings His command; Allah does not guide an iniquitous people (Al-Qur’an 9:24)

Going to movies and watching television is also haraam for both these forms of media promote sex and nudity (perversion).  This type of perversion effects people in different ways, but it always results in some form of disrespect. Sexual perversion in the media arouses some people sexually and they might not have the capacity of subduing or handling their arousal. They then commit serious crimes of passion. Even minors and animals aren’t safe from perverts and have also got to be presented conservatively. The Prophet (SAW) once had a blind guest over, and asked his wife to observe pardah. Upon asking why so, considering that the guest was blind, he (SAW) answered that it is she that wasn’t blind. So it is important for both males as well as females to observe pardah and lower the gaze, not only in everyday life, but also when exposed to the media, movies and pictures. If we only knew!  

Below are three Ahadith that might clear the complex subject on pardah or hijab.

(a) When a woman wears perfume in a gathering of men, then she is an adulteress
 This means that when a woman provokes sexual connotations in man through the sense of smell, smell being the lowest of the five senses in this context, then it is as good as performing the act, for we are judged by our intentions. “Nawaytu At-tahiyu”-This hadith means that niyat(intention) is half the deed done! It may also be concluded that this effect is amplified when the provocation progresses through the rest of the five senses, viz. hearing, sight, touch and taste, respectively. We learn from this hadith that hijab has to be adhered through all five senses, taste, touch, sight, sound and smell. 

(b) Women not covered appropriately, are presented by Satan to men in an alluring form
Even if females do not intend to have a certain effect on men, Satan still carries out his mission in amplifying the effect in the eyes and mind of men. The only way to prevent this is to dress appropriately, within the folds of Islam and as well as for men to be successful in lowering the gaze. The more a female does in order to seek attention by beautifying herself, the more difficult it is for men to lower their gaze. Furthermore, if a woman isn't dressed appropriately then a sense of perversion is instilled in the onlookers’ attitude. It is a fact that respect dissipates when pervesion is prevalent, and the individual should control whether they are respected or not rather than leaving that decision up to others to make. One must look at "covering-up" simply as a means of inhibiting sexual perversion. Individuals must choose as to whether they are looked upon with perversion or respect. (Does this tell why men behave the way they do around women????)

(c) When a man and woman are together, Satan makes a third.    

     Again, although it might not be the intention to commit any evil, Satan concocts the formula for evil,

     that’s why many victims don’t know what overcame them. 

And what does ALLAH and Al-Quran say about this?

And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and not display their beauty to… and that they should not strike their feet in order to draw attention to their hidden ornaments. And O ye Believers! turn ye all together towards Allah, that ye may attain Bliss. (Surah Noor 24:31)

And stay quietly in your houses, and make not a dazzling display, like that of the former Times of Ignorance; and establish regular Prayer, and give regular Charity; and obey Allah and His Messenger. And Allah only wishes to remove all abomination from you, ye members of the Family, and to make you pure and spotless. (Surah Ahzaab 33:33)

O Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters, and the believing women, that they should cast their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most convenient, that they should be known (as such) and not molested. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

 (Surah Ahzaab 33:59)

This is my sincere prayer for all women:

“Oh Lord of the Universe! I pray for all the women in the world, especially our Muslim women,

Amongst them, those whom I personally know, not forgetting my immediate family…

I pray thee, Oh Controller of hearts!

 Let them be treated with love, respect, kindness and dignity by one and all and at all times,

And more importantly my Lord, I pray that they earn the right to be treated as such…

Fulfill all their hopes, wishes, dreams and aspirations, answer all their prayers.

Bestow upon them those same virtuous qualities and blessings that Thou hath bestowed upon 

 Hazrath Bibi Khadija(RA), Hazrath Bibi Ayesha(RA), Hazrath Bibi Fathima-tus-Zahrah(RA) 

and the rest of the noble Sahaba-Kiraam(RA).

Let them improve and develop in all aspects, whether it be emotionally, physically, psychologically, mentally, financially, etc. ”

Aameen!

I’m not only going to ask for this prayer to be fulfilled but am going to do everything in my power, and using all possible means, to realise this prayer. This is why I am speaking to you about this concern of mine for you. If I ask Allah for it and do nothing about realising it when I am in the position to, then I would be a hypocrite. May Allah separate me from the hypocrites! If I ask for it, and action its realisation, then I have firm faith that Allah will meet me halfway, Insha-Allah. My sister, please ask Allah to help me be successful in my mission… it is all I ask of you!

Ever since women were created, they were ill-treated and disrespected. This is because of their vulnerability and the fact that the majority of females are physically weaker than men are. I don’t deny that some females are much stronger than men in all aspects. To date, as much as civilised and advanced man has become, women are still disrespected and exploited. Men have got no right to disrespect and exploit women, but this practice is rife and men are getting away with it. Should you leave the decision of whether or not women are respected in the hands of the men? Definitely not! Mankind has to strive to be respected and earn respect by going the extra mile. Not exposing oneself is the place to start. Any exposure could lead to perversion and inevitable disrespect.     

You are concerned about the way men treat women and the way men behave around women. What have you done in your personal capacity to restore the respect that women should enjoy? Instead, you choose to accept that the man whom you profess to love to have other girlfriends until he marries you. Although you are not doing wrong yourself, you are accommodating wrong, and going against Allah’s command of enjoining that which is good and forbidding that which is evil. Is this love? How do you believe that Satan will release his grip on this guy when he gets married? The fact that the majority of men are evil doesn’t make this acceptable, and allow the rest of us to follow suite. Islam is not a democracy, for it is not what you and I like that count, but what Allah has mercifully prescribed for mankind. God doesn’t need for mankind to do any good and behave in a particular way for God is above being effected by the trivial actions of mankind. Allah’s command is no less than a mercy upon the God’s creation. Only Allah knows us better than ourselves and it is a fact that we have the ability to self-destruct for Allah says:

We verily created man and We know what his soul whispereth to him, and We are nearer to him than his jugular vein. 

. If we don’t follow Allah’s command, then it is only us that are going to hurt and kill each other. We were all born miraculously, but it is us that deform our character, spirit and sometimes our physical being. Is this not a sign of disrespect to One that has created us perfectly? How would you react if you were to bake and decorate a cake for hours and just when you complete it, somebody throws it on the floor, destroying or damaging your beautiful creation? Now correlate this to the way your Creator would react to the damage caused on you, whether it is mental, emotional, spiritual or physical.  

“My hope is Allah’s grace, for He is the best of Masters and the best of Helpers. Then, if Allah removes the veil from our minds, and dispels the nightmare of covetousness from our hearts, we will know that the things that are of Allah are better and more lasting, If it is otherwise, Allah is in no need of those who do not see that to Allah belongs the first right over their persons, their wealth, their term in this world and the next, their life and their death.”  Hassan Al-Banna
You see, if a person goes against Islam in deeds that are prescribed as haraam, then this person will be living life according to that of Satan. These satanic properties will be passed on to such peoples’ offspring and inevitably effect our homes and surroundings, for it is said:

“By their fruits, will ye know them!”

and 

“You cannot pluck grapes from the Cactus tree!”

At this point I would like to narrate a story about a tired, hungry, thirsty wayfarer that had to rest under a tree along a riverbank. Much to his excitement, he saw the most delicious red apple floating on the water. Out of desperation and hunger, he picked the apple out of the water, cleansed it and because his hunger overcame his reasoning, he ate it. After licking his fingers, he realised that he consumed something that did not belong to him. So he walked upstream until he came to the only apple trees in the area. Upon relating the story of the apple to the owner, he asked for forgiveness and wanted to make amends. The owner said that in order to pay for the apple, the wayfarer had to work on the estate for seven years. Knowing that the owner had rights over him due to the debt of the apple, the wayfarer agreed. Upon completing his term at the estate, the wayfarer then asked if his debt was settled. The farmer said that in order to settle the debt completely, the wayfarer must marry the farmer’s daughter, who was deaf, dumb, blind and crippled. The wayfarer knowing the rights his debtor had on him agreed. Upon seeing his wife after the marriage, it was ascertained by him that his bride was extremely beautiful, and contrary to the farmer, she was perfectly normal. So he asked the farmer why he lied about his daughters condition, and got this reply:

“I said she was blind because she saw no strange man, deaf because she heard no strange man, dumb because she spoke to no strange man, crippled because she never left her home.”

The product of the communion of these two pious people was the greatest saint, Hazrath Sheikh Sayyid Abdul Quadir Jailaani. Learn about this great servant of Allah, may Allah be pleased with him, and his attributes. So you see that the qualities of these two obedient servants of Allah were multiplied and their product was passed onto the fruits that they bore. It is evident that we owe it to our offspring not to tarnish the purity we were blessed with since birth, for we will reap what we sow.  So upon choosing a partner, choose one that is close and obedient to Allah, for not only will such a person love, cherish and respect you more than one that is disobedient to Allah, but you too will appreciate such a person more than one that is disobedient to Allah. This is a du’a that I prescribe you read, especially upon completing ablution:

All-hum-maj-a’lnee-me-nut-tow-waa-beena

Waj a’lnee-me-nal-moeta-twah-hireen

Waj a’lni-min-ibaadikas-swaali-‘hee..

Oh Allah! Make me among those who repent

And among those who are pure and clean 

And among Thy righteous servants! 

And upon looking in the mirror say the following prayer of our Prophet (SAW), who had the best character of all mankind:

Oh Allah! Please perfect me in character just as Thou hath perfected me in form (physical)!

This is the start of a book on this subject, thanks to you… If only one person can benefit. Yes! Just one, then I would have succeeded. This article is both for males and females in the hope that we understand and respect each other. May Allah guide me to write that which is Islamic and forgive me if I did not succeed in getting Allah’s message across!

Wa-kaan-Allahu-bi-koel-li-Shay-in-Aleema.

And Allah has knowledge (infinite) of all things!

Your Brother,

Humza  
