Halloween: The Series.

     Episode 6.10: Lord of the Harvest Part 2
We fade in on the setting sun, the last desperate drabs of daylight crawling out on the landscape . Slowly we move out to reveal:

Last Hope Farm, Illinois: A large, wooden farmhouse sits on the landscape, accompanied only by a larger barn some distance away. Fields stretch out in most directions, some ploughed, some left fallow and oddly, one seemingly still full of corn despite it being only February. In the distance, maybe three or four miles we can just make out the small town of Last Hope. The fields are separated by hedgerows and a few small groups of trees. The darkness is almost all-consuming but we can make out shapes, two groups. One moving out in the distance towards Last Hope, the other almost at the farmhouse.

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: The kitchen and diner are one large, old, rustic room, wooden beams as supports at various points. Modern technology is evident in places, a microwave and so forth but there is very much a sense of old and new combined together. Helen is sat at the table, obviously shaken, Debra looking after her. Ethan and Joss are finishing bandaging up Joe’s wound. Cederick and Tommy stand aside watching. Cederick looks angered.

CEDERICK

I can’t believe this, on my own farm. We should get the police down here.

TOMMY

This isn’t something they can handle.

CEDERICK

Of course it is, it’s what they’re paid for.

Joe stands up and stretches slightly, smiling.

JOE

I’m alright, doesn’t seem to have been too deep.

ETHAN

You should rest.

JOE

I’d get bored. I’ll be fine, long as I keep myself occupied. I’m more worried about Helen.

She turns to her friend who looks up with a faint smile.

HELEN

It was the same feeling I got by the tree. I don’t know what but Malahide wants something… needs something. He’s… incomplete. 

DEBRA

Cutting down the tree must have somehow awoke him, or freed him… something along those lines.

CEDERICK

Oh come on, this is just nonsense…

Cederick is interrupted by a crashing sound outside. They can here the disturbed cries of several cows and sheep. Cederick looks confused.

CEDERICK

What is it now? Those animals are always so restless.

ETHAN

I’ll check it out dad.

JOE

I’m coming with you, I need the air.

Ethan and Joe head over to the front door.

DEBRA

I don’t know if this is a good idea.

They swing the door open and step out onto the porch.

Farmhouse, Exterior: As they step out a GOLEM appears at the side of the door, grabbing Joe And throwing her down the steps to the dirt floor. Ethan turns in horror.

ETHAN

Oh my…

The Golem lunges forward with a pitchfork which Ethan just manages to dodge. It lumbers forward as Debra runs through the door, ramming into the Golem, causing it to fall over the fence around the porch, to the floor. As Joe gets up, she sees two other Golems appear, GOLEM #2 and CLUB-GOLEM (a half-decayed farm hand who holds a scythe and whose other hand is utterly covered in clumped mud right up to the elbow so as if to resembled a heavy club). Club-Golem swings his massive club round at Joe’s head and she only just manages to duck in time. Helen and Tommy rush out.

HELEN

Oh my God, what are they?

ETHAN

That… that’s one of the missing farm hands.

He stares in horror at Club-Golem. Club-Golem swings the scythe forward at Joe who isn’t quick enough. It cuts deep into her arm and she lets out an almost-scream of pain and also clutches her side, her bandages going a deep red.

HELEN

Joe!

Debra reaches over the porch and grabs the scythe handle and jerks it, unbalancing Club-Golem. Helen and Tommy rush down the steps and grab Joe, half-dragging her up to safety. We notice GOLEM #1 getting up and GOLEM #3 appears, holding a blood-covered cleaver, a trail of blood behind him.

ETHAN

The animals…

DEBRA

Everyone inside!

Everyone runs through the door even as Cederick runs past them, out, brandishing a shot gun. Everyone looks back as he stands at the top of the porch, the Golem’s below him. He pumps the gun and aims. Golem #2 steps forward and he fires, blowing a hole in it’s skeletal chest. Bones and mud scatter but it’s unharmed, stepping up towards Cederick.

CEDERICK

What in the world!?! 

TOMMY

Cederick, get inside!

Cederick fires again, knocking Golem #2 back to the floor. It soon gets up and the other three start to approach. Terrified and confused, Cederick turns and runs back into the farmhouse where Ethan slams and bolts the doors behind him. Joe is bleeding heavily on the floor, Debra and Helen desperately trying to stop the flow. Ethan looks out the window as Joss cowers in a corner crying.

ETHAN

They’re coming!

Tommy looks round urgently.

TOMMY

Barricade the house, we can’t let them in!

Ethan nods, running over to a large cabinet. Cederick stand sin shock as Tommy helps Ethan move it across the window. Debra and Helen seem to have managed to stem the flow and Debra is cleaning her up. Joe looks in pain as she looks at Helen.

JOE

Just help the others…

Helen nods and rushes over to where Tommy and Ethan are covering the door and windows with whatever they can. Tommy looks at Ethan.

TOMMY

Nails and a crowbar. We rip up floorboards and use them to secure the windows round the front and back.

Ethan nods, shouting at his brother.

ETHAN

Joss, you heard him! Grab the stuff and make sure all the doors and windows are locked!

Joss, terrified, but able, nods and runs off. Helen glances out a small side-window, past the stuff blocking up. Her face feels with horror.

HELEN

I can see more of them.

TOMMY

Where?

HELEN

There’s about seven or eight more, I can’t tell at this distance, but they’re on the road out of the farm. They’re heading to Last Hope!

Debra looks up, in shock and fear.

DEBRA

The people don’t stand a chance.

We hear a slam as the Golem’s start to hammer on the door as everyone glances around, fear and terror on their faces. 

We cut to a long exterior shot as BILLY-GOLEM leads the others slowly but surely onwards towards the defenceless town and we fade to black.

     The Halloween Theme begins to play as we rise up over Haddonfield. The title card appears reading:

HALLOWEEN: the series

     The music becomes a far more rock and roll version of the theme tune and various images from seasons two and three flash up. The cast characters are named as:

Paul Rudd as TOMMY DOYLE

Carrie-Anne Moss as DEBRA LOOMIS

Rebecca Gayheart as HELEN JACOBS

with

Colin Baker as ADAM TRAVERS
Farmhouse, Utility, Shortly Later: At the back of the farmhouse sits a large concrete extension with an old wooden door leading to the outside as well as a wooden trapdoor in the floor, presumably leading to a basement. Various rusted and old farm equipment line the walls, old bags, a broken bike and various other things are stored here. The door is covered over with heavy wooden planks and we see Tommy busy hammering the last of the nails in before turning to Debra who has just entered.

TOMMY

That’s the last of it. We’re secure.

DEBRA

Secure is hardly the word I’d use considering the situation. 

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: Not only are the doors and windows boarded up but as much stuff as possible has been piled up in front of them including the table, now on its side. Cederick is sat on a chair, possibly still in shock judging by his unresponsive behaviour. Helen rushes into the room with Ethan, looking urgent. We hear scratching noises outside and suddenly the door shakes and something heavy strikes it. It holds however.

ETHAN

I don’t think they’ll be getting in.

HELEN

We need help. Have you got a phone?

Ethan indicates over to the sideboard when a small phone is tucked away in the corner. Doesn’t look like it’s used much. Helen rushes over but Ethan is dubious.

ETHAN

What can anyone do? Those things are already heading into town.

HELEN

Now we’re secure we warn people. They won’t be there yet. But we need to get help, we have friends who can handle this sort of thing.

She finishes dialling.

Jacobs Residence, Living Room: The phone starts to ring and we see Adam walk through from the kitchen. He reaches the phone, calling out.

ADAM

Don’t worry Rose, I’ve got it.

He lifts up the receiver.

ADAM

Hello?

Farmhouse, Exterior: Club-Golem rips the phone relay down off of the wall and smashes it to pieces.

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: Helen’s face lights up.

HELEN

Adam! It…

Her face falls as she realises the phone has cut off just as she started speaking.

Jacobs Residence, Living Room: Adam looks confused as he holds the dead line. He puts it down, something playing on his mind.

ROSE (VO)

Adam!!!

Her urgent call instantly distracts him and he turns and rushes off.

ADAM

What is it?

As he disappears from the room we just about make out Rose replying.

ROSE (VO)

I tried getting that dress down, grab that or the whole lot will fall on the floor…

We focus on the phone as we cut back to:

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: Helen looks panicked as she puts the phone down. Tommy and Debra enter, noticing her look.

DEBRA

What is it?

HELEN

They’ve cut the phone lines. We can’t get help and we can’t warn the town.

ETHAN

We have to go there! We can’t just leave… the towns people could all be killed!

He seems extremely panicked, he isn’t thinking straight.

DEBRA

We can’t even get out of here.

ETHAN

How can any of this be happening? It just ain’t natural, it ain’t right.

CEDERICK (VO)

The Devil is afoot. We’ve all been damned.

They turn to look at Cederick whose just staring. It’s too much for him. Tommy looks confidently at his cousin.

TOMMY

We’ve faced worse than this before.

Cederick stares at him, as if in a state of realisation.

CEDERICK

You. You brought this upon us. You brought it here. It’s true what they say. You bring death.

DEBRA

That’s hardly fair!

Tommy, silent, just turns and leaves as Cederick returns to his general staring. Ethan looks concerned at his father as Helen and Debra move away to talk.

HELEN

How’s Joe doing?

DEBRA

Stable but she does need proper medical care. Joss is watching over her, she’s sleeping at the moment.

HELEN

Sleep at a time like this. If only we knew what Malahide wanted. Besides all of us dead, that is.

DEBRA

If even that.

The two of them jump slightly as we hear a crash of shattering glass as the Golem’s break a window but then strike the wooden boards. They try again but they’re not getting in. Not yet anyway.

Last Hope, Outskirts: Just off the side of the dirt track leading to the farm is a small pond surrounded by trees and fairly isolated. A perfect beauty spot which is why two teenagers, JENNY-SUE and SAMMY are busy making out on a large blanket. As they kiss passionately they hear a branch snap and quickly jump up.

JENNY-SUE

What was that?

SAMMY

Probably just an animal. There’s no one about here Mary-Sue. Trust me.

She smiles, revealing perfect, shining teeth. 

JENNY-SUE

I do.

Sammy looks a bit awkward, slightly nervous.

SAMMY

You know… we’ve been going out for a year now Jenny-Sue. You remember what you promised?

She grins, her sweetness suddenly making way for a suggestive smile.

JENNY-SUE

I never forge a promise.

She goes over to him and unbuttons his trousers. Sammy grins as JENNY-Sue slowly disappears down screen, to his waist. A moment later Sammy’s face turns to an expression of deep pleasure. He closes his eyes.

SAMMY

Oh Jenny-Sue that’s so good.

He opens his eyes… and his face turns to mask of horror and he screams out. It’s too late. A scythe swings round and decapitates him, his head flying back and blood shooting out of the wound. Jenny-Sue jumps up and screams as GOLEM #4 raises his scythe again. She stumbles back and notices BILLY-GOLEM coming to her side. Screaming in terror she scrambles up and begins to run towards Last Hope.

Last Hope Farm, Outer Field: Malahide stands on the fallen Old Tree looking out across at the farmhouse. He sees two of his Golem’s moving round the side of the house, the other two staying at the front. He snarls.

MALAHIDE

You cannot keep her from me forever.

Last Hope, Streets: MARY FLETCHER is seen walking down the streets from her home, heading towards the edge of town. She clutches a small brown parcel under her arm. Ash she goes she notices a figure running forward. It’s a screaming Jenny-Sue!

JENNY-SUE

Mrs Fletcher! Mrs Fletcher help! 

MARY

Jenny-Sue, whatever is it?

JENNY-SUE

He’s dead! Sammy’s dead! Monsters got him! There’s monsters and they’re coming!

Mary looks past Jenny-Sue and on the edge of town we can already make out the shapes of the Golem’s. Mary crosses herself.

MARY

It’s true.

She looks urgently to Jenny-Sue.

MARY

Get to the Sheriff, tell him. Then get everyone in the church. I’ll join you shortly.

Jenny-Sue nods and rushes off as Mary turns and runs towards the convenience store.

General Store, Interior: The walls are stacked with wooden shelves, holding all kinds of products, a mixture of locally produced and brought in goods. There’s rows of shelving with freshly baked bread where MISSY FREEMAN is adding more products. Mary rushes in and runs urgently up to Missy.

MARY

Have you still got your bike, Missy?

MISSY

Ye… yes Mrs Fletcher. Why, what is it?

MARY

The devil’s come to our little town Missy. I need you to do something very important. Ride out to the farm.

Missy’s face lights up at the suggestion though she’s still confused.

MARY

Take this package, give it to the strangers. It may be able to help them. 

MISSY

But I still don’t understand…

MARY

You will Missy. You can’t take the road, there’s monsters, dangers. But go as fast as you can across country.

MISSY

But the shop…

MARY

Go now, Missy, you must!

Missy nods, grabs the package and heads out the back of the shop. Mary turns and rushes out the front in a panic. She turns and sees Jenny-Sue and the SHERIFF with two COPS walking towards the edge of town. Mary doesn’t look too pleased but heads towards The Last Stop.

Jenny-Sue looks pleadingly at the Sheriff as he casually strolls, shotgun in hand, towards the figures who are now inside the towns boarders.

JENNY-SUE

But they’re monsters!

SHERIFF

No such thing as monsters girly. Just let me deal with this…

As he starts making out the details of the advancing figures he looks a bit nervous. He raises the shotgun as the two cops raise their weapons.

SHERIFF

Halt! In the name of the law!

The Golem’s surge forward. Billy-Golem becomes clear and the Sheriff’s face turns to a look of disgust and horror.

SHERIFF

Billy-Bob?

Suddenly Golem #5, composed mainly of dirt and vegetation, lashes out it’s arm. A long vine whips out and wraps round the Sheriff’s neck throttling him. He falls to his knees, dropping the gun as the two cops open fire. There’s no effect and they stand firing as the Golem’s get closer and closer. Jenny-Sue looks horrified.

JENNY-SUE

Don’t just stand there! Run!

She turns to flee when she hears a whistling noise. She looks up to see a horse shoe flying through the air. It smashes into her face, knocking her to the ground, blood pouring from her skull. The first Cop starts trying to free the Sheriff when suddenly a pitchfork explodes through his chest. He’s lifted up off the ground and flung aside. The second cop starts to run as a scythe swings round. It severs one of his legs at the knee and he falls to the dirt, screaming. Billy-Golem stands over the Sheriff who looks up in horror, taking in the full sight of the creature. Recognisable as Billy-Bob, accept a tree route is wrapped around half his body and covers half his face, disappearing into an empty eye socket. One tree route juts out in a solid point below his wrist. Billy-Golem shoots his arm forward, the solid root piercing through the centre o the Sheriff’s face and bursting out the back of his skull. Billy-Golem retracts his arm and lets the body fall to the ground as the other Golem’s begin tearing away at the cops and Jenny-Sue, their screams soon silenced. There’s a scream from further down the street and suddenly the Golem’s move forward, splitting off as they start moving from house to house, from victim to victim.

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: Cederick is gripping a hot cup of coffee provided by Ethan who stands at his father’s side. Joss is holding onto his older brother tightly as Tommy sits, staring, contemplative.

Farmhouse, Guest Room: Joe is led in a large, wooden bed in a fairly spacious room decorated with a few oil paintings and furnished with a single wardrobe and side cupboard. The wardrobe sits in front of the boarded up windows. She’s asleep, Helen sat beside her, watching over her. Debra enters.

DEBRA

How is she?

HELEN

Still resting. No sign of bleeding though and she seems alright. I think she’s been lucky. What about the creatures?

DEBRA

It’s been quiet. Far too quiet for my liking.

HELEN

Are they intelligent enough to try and work out a way inside?

DEBRA

I honestly don’t know.

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: As Tommy sits he becomes aware of a strange noise. A scraping, gravely sound. Repeated at regular intervals. Ethan notices it too.

ETHAN

What is that?

TOMMY

I don’t know… we definitely covered every way in?

ETHAN

Everything.

They listen, trying to work out the source of the noise.

TOMMY

It sounds like it’s coming from the back of the house.

ETHAN

Is it… digging?

They stand in thought a moment they a look of horror crosses both their faces.

TOMMY / ETHAN

The basement!

They jump up and bolt from the room.

Farmhouse, Utility: As they run into the room the basement trapdoor explodes open as Club-Golem drags itself out with a roar. Tommy looks round, grabbing a rusted piece of piping. Club-Golem swings its scythe round but Tommy blocks the blow with the pipe. Ethan yells out.

ETHAN

They’re in!!!

He rushes over towards the trapdoor where another Golem is starting to emerge. Club-Golem swings its massive arm, smashing Ethan back into a wall. Debra and Helen enter just as Tommy is knocked to the ground. Debra grabs a pitchfork from the floor and rushes forward, piercing Club-Golem’s chest. The creature snarls and goes to strike when Tommy grabs it’s scythe arm and rips the weapon from it. He swings the weapon round into Golem #3, now half-way through the trapdoor. The weapon lodges into Golem #3’s skull and the creature and weapon collapse back. Helen rushes forward grabbing Club-Golem’s legs as Tommy and Debra shove it violently. Club-Golem falls backwards, unbalanced, and back down the trapdoor. Helen pushes its feet through as Ethan runs up and slams the trapdoor shut. Tommy and Debra push some of the piles of junk down onto the trapdoor, blocking it. There’s a roar from beneath and banging but the trapdoor holds. Everyone breathes a brief sigh of relief as Tommy looks round and grabs some nails and wood.

TOMMY

We need to make sure its properly secure.

The others nod their agreement and start to work.

Last Hope Town Hall, Mayors Office: The room is large and well furnished with an ocean blue carpet and matching drapes across the window. MAYOR LARRY O’ROURKE is sat behind his vast, neat and tidy desk. An man of Irish descent and proud, judging by the neat green suit and four-leaf-clover badge pinned to it. Outside the room he can hear some shouts and cries and looks up, confused. He pushes a button on his desk to contact his secretary.

O’ROURKE

Do you have any idea what all the commotion is about, it’s giving me something of a headache?

There’s no reply and he looks confused for a moment before the doors to his office burst open. His Secretary flies through the air and crashes onto his desk, her guts leaving a trail across the room from her obvious disembowelment. O’Rourke jumps up in abject terror as GOLEM #7 wielding a small hand-scythe and Golem #5 enter the room. He stands, gibbering, barely able to compose himself.

O’ROURKE

Wh… who… what are you? What do you want!? Get out of my office! Get out, get out!

Golem #5 surges forward, whipping it’s vine out around O’Rourke’s throat, choking him like the sheriff. Golem #7 grabs O’Rourke and lifts the terrified man up. With all it’s strength it throws him through the large glass window.

Last Hope Town Hall, Exterior: The glass window explodes out as O’Rourke falls, but not for long. Golem #5’s vine reaches it’s limit and there’s a sickening snap as the mayor’s neck snaps clean. The hangs, swinging, from the window.

Last Hope, Edge of Town: Striding forward, seemingly appearing out of the dust storm that seems to have enveloped the towns borders, is Malahide. He stands in the streets, arms outstretched, revelling in the carnage, the screams. Ahead in the distance there’s an explosion as the gas station goes up and we see the attendant run up he road, burning, before collapsing dead.

The Last Stop, Interior: Laretta is holding a door open, urging everyone out a back entrance as the front door bursts open and Billy-Golem and Golem #10 enter. Golem #10 is composed mainly of stone and mud, bone jutting out in places. As the last of the people exit Laretta runs back behind the bar and pulls up a shot gun.

LARETTA

Happy hours over you fucking ugly bastards.

She fires, blowing a chunk out of Golem #10. She fires again, blowing away one of Billy-Golem’s knee caps but he staggers forward. Laretta looks round as Golem #10 approaches the bar. She reaches down and grabs two bottles of vodka and empties them on the counter. She lights a match and the counter sets ablaze. Golem # 10 hesitates and Laretta ducks down, grabbing a rag and shoving it into a bottle.

LARETTA

This is where watching the A-Team, comes in handy.

Golem #10 smashes at the bar, splitting it in two. Laretta jumps up, lighting the rag off the flame on the bar and jamming it deep into the hole her shot gun blew in Golem #10. 

LARETTA

Lets see if you can handle your drink you walking pile of crap.

She then turns and runs towards the stairs, leading to the upper floor of the bar. Billy-Golem steps back as Golem #10 turns to him. And then explodes, bits of dirt scattered everywhere as Golem #10 is utterly destroyed. However the whole building is now on fire and Laretta is trapped upstairs. Billy-Golem turns and leaves.

Last Hope Farm: Missy is seen riding across a field on her bike, finally coming off the grass onto the dirt track leading up to the farmhouse. There’s no sign of the Golems visible from where she is. She rides to the front of the house and looks around, confused by the broken windows and wooden boards.

MISSY

What’s going on here?

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: Everyone is gathered together, except Joss and Joe, and now brandishing weapons. Cederick cradles his shot gun, Tommy wields a heavy metal pipe. Debra and Helen both clutch pitch forks.

HELEN

We can’t just sit here waiting for them to attack again. We need an offensive.

CEDERICK

Yeah, like what, little lady?

DEBRA

At least she’s trying to help.

MISSY (VO)

Hello!?

They all look round in shock and Ethan’s expression turns to one of utter dread.

TOMMY

Who was that?

ETHAN

Oh no, Missy… it’s Missy! She’s out there!

MISSY (VO)

Hello!?! Anyone there!?!

ETHAN

They’ll hear her! We have to save her!

Helen rushes to the window and looks out. Club-Golem has appeared, walking up behind Missy. Her eyes widen and she shouts out through the broken window.

HELEN

Look out!

Missy looks confused and turns to see Club-Golem. She lets out a scream, dropping her bike, stumbling over its wheels and falling to the ground. Inside Ethan and Tommy start ripping stuff away from the door.

CEDERICK

You can’t! You’ll let them in!

Ethan gives his father a dark angered look.

ETHAN

Missy is out there!!!

CEDERICK

And we’re in here. We all die, or one person dies. What is she to you?

ETHAN

(shouting, furious, tearful)

Everything!

Cederick is stunned into silence as Tommy and Ethan rip the door open. 

Farmhouse, Exterior: Missy crawls back, glancing side ways to see Golem #2 approaching from round the side of the farmhouse. She screams out again, tears running down her cheeks as Club-Golem is almost over her. It raises it’s massive clubbed hand but glances up to see Ethan leaping forward at it. His impact knocks both of them too the dirt. Tommy grabs Missy, helping her up and he starts to drag her to safety. She quickly pulls herself free.

MISSY

Ethan!

She runs back, grabbing Ethan, pulling him off Club-Golem. Golem #2 approaches and Tommy swings open with his weapon, knocking it back. Missy grabs the package from her bike and, holding Ethan’s hand, runs back to the farmhouse. Tommy turns and follows as the Golem’s pursue them.

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: As they enter Debra slams the door shut behind them and Helen quickly brings up the boards. They start re-securing the door as Ethan and Missy hug each other tightly. Tommy breathes, catching his breath.

ETHAN

Missy, what are you doing here? 

MISSY

I… what were they… what’s going on?

ETHAN

I don’t even know the half of it. But why were you out there? I thought we were meant to be meeting tomorrow morning.

MISSY

Mrs Fletcher… she told me… she told me…

Missy starts to cry and Ethan comforts her as Tommy approaches, looking urgent.

TOMMY

What did she tell you? 

MISSY

That the devil was here. And I was to bring you this.

She offers Tommy the package. He opens it and removes the Diary of Salem Bradley, opening the first page. Debra comes over and sees the writing. She and Tommy exchange glances.

DEBRA

I think we might have found come answers.

HELEN

Let’s just hope it isn’t too late.

Last Hope, Old Church, Interior: Alter, pews, massive cross, the usual thing. Looks well kept and clean, a lot of effort has been put into keeping the church in shape. A few candles are lit on the alter and at the end the survivors of the town huddled together. They look up at the cross, maybe two dozen people, many praying. Through all this we see Mary Fletcher, cross clasped in her hands. She senses a presence and opens her eyes to see her husband Gareth Fletcher. No bottle of drink and a distinct colour in his cheeks. She sits by her and places his hand on hers.

GARETH

Does it help?

MARY

Pardon?

GARETH

Talking to the Lord. Does it help? Because the drink definitely doesn’t.

MARY

The Lord watches over us.

GARETH

A lot of people have died today.

MARY

And now they are in his loving hands. Our bodies may die but the soul endures…

Gareth glances away, ashamed.

GARETH

I’m not sure if mine has. It’s taken hell itself to wake me up to everything. I wish there was time to make amends.

MARY

God is all forgiving.

GARETH

Perhaps. But it is you that I owe apologies. Since we lost Billy-Bob we needed each other and I let you down. I’m sorry.

Mary looks up with tears in her eyes and smiles, her words barely said through her increasing sobbing.

MARY

Oh Gareth, I forgive you. You have made it up to me. We have each other, forever.

Gareth and Mary both start crying as they embrace, smiles of happiness through tears of remorse and regret. Gareth grips her tight.

GARETH

Our souls, bound together.

MARY

In this life and the next.

Suddenly the doors to the church burst open and a chorus of screams are let out. Malahide stands at the end. He smiles, sinisterly.

MALAHIDE

Your ancestors imprisoned me, robbed me of everything I had achieved. Now, this is a fitting place, for you all to pay for their sins.

He stands still as one by one the Golem’s lumber in, either side of him. People scream, pray and panic but there is no other way out of the church. The Golem’s advance, weapons raised. Mary calls out, loudly.

MARY

Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom Come. Thy Will be done…

Others join in as the Golems approach.

CROWD

…in earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses. 

As they continue Mary and Gareth link fingers and look at each other.

GARETH

I love you my Mary.

MARY

As I love you Gareth.

CROWD

…But deliver us from evil…

The Golem’s reach the crowds and raise their weapons.

Old Church, Exterior: Malahide walks away from the building, a sadistic smile as we hear screams, cutting, dying yells and roars of hatred from the Golems, all coming from inside the church as the doors swing shut behind him.

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: Debra is flicking through the diary, Helen and Tommy either side of her. As Debra turns another page she glances over the words and seems to have discovered something. Joss stays by his father whilst Ethan looks after Missy, giving her a calming drink, but clearly listening in.

DEBRA

Here. The first reference to Malahide.

She flicks over to the next page, then back and then a couple more forward.

DEBRA

It seems Salem heard of him, a witch hunter, who was surprisingly successful. Employed by the church, he over-saw a dozen trials over a period of five years.

HELEN

But why was he interested? Summer said his family hunted the supernatural.

DEBRA

Apparently Salem had suspicions.

We flash back to a blurred montage as Debra speaks... Malahide riding a horse into a town, a church, people praying and crying, a man bound and whipped, Malahide examining a naked woman, the man and woman being hung, screaming, suffering, flames... Malahide staring, impassive.

DEBRA (VO)

Many of the witch trials were born out of fear. Innocent people were killed. Old, crippled men and women, people with psychological illnesses, neighbours accused neighbours, anyone with local folk knowledge of plants and medicine…

Helen nods knowingly.

HELEN

It wasn’t a good time to be into herbal remedies.

Debra slicks forward another page.

DEBRA

According to this, Malahide was different. He did the usual suspects, the ones people pointed out to him, but he also targeted specific individuals. One of them was an acquaintance of Salem’s… someone who could talk to the dead.

TOMMY

Malahide was hanging real witches?

DEBRA

Not witches exactly. And not hanging. According to this he ritually killed these people. Salem tracked him down to Last Hope where Malahide accused the mayor’s daughter… who Salem believed could foretell the future. According to this, Salem believed Malahide was stealing the power of these people…

We slowly cross fade to a flash back:

Outer Field, 1697: There’s no tree, the field has recently been farmed. We a figure stroll into view. It’s a very human looking Malahide carrying a young GIRL in his arms. She’s unconscious. As he carries her a cross bolt flies past his ear. Malahide turns to see SALEM BRADLEY. Looking very much like his descendant, except his hair is shoulder-length and his heavy coat and clothing of the period. Salem looks determinedly at Malahide.

SALEM

Let her go Malahide.

Malahide allows a smile to cross his face. He drops her, the girl hitting the hard dirt. He then steps forward over her as Salem fires a crossbow bolt. Malahide waves a hand out and the bolt veers off course.

MALAHIDE

You shouldn’t have interfered Salem. If that’s even your real name. I doubt it.

SALEM

It’s the name of the last person you will ever see.

Malahide snarls as he pulls a cane from off his back. It crackles with energy as he swings it at Salem. Salem ducks underneath, draws a sword and clashes it against the cane. Amazingly the sane holds. He two of them push against each other.

MALAHIDE

You have no idea what you’re involved in.

SALEM

I know more than you think. You’re stealing the power of others to fuel your obsessive quest, opening the gateway to the River Styx.

Malahide snarls, lunging forward and engaging in a sword fight duel in the field, circling each other, their weapons clashing. Slowly they move over into the corn field area as they fight.

MALAHIDE

You have no idea. The Styx  is the pathway of souls… with access to it I will have the power over life and death itself. The souls of the dead, bound to my will, my power.

He lunges forward, disarming Salem. A surge of energy flies form his cane, strikes Salem and send shim to the dirt with a sickening crunch. Salem holds his broken arm, reaching into his coat with his other hand. Malahide stands over him.

MALAHIDE

Once I have claimed this girls power I will be ready to open the gateway. I can already reach into the dirt, and create life… 

He slams his staff into the ground and the dirt parts, revealing the Styx flowing beneath the surface. 

MALAHIDE

Already it’s pressing onto this reality. It’s presence felt on this land.

He indicates rapidly growing vegetation around the hole. Salem looks down at the Styx and then reveals what he has gripped in his hand... it’s a wooden stake. Suddenly he lunges forward, dipping his broken arm and stake into the Styx. He screams in pain as he pulls his hand out. A confused Malahide kicks him away before approaching him. Salem clicks his wrist, revealing his broken arm is now healed. And we notice small shoots beginning to grow off of the stake. Malahide raises his staff angrily as Salem leaps up and grabs his throat violently. Shocked Malahide gasps as Salem swings the stake round, driving it into Malahide’s chest. Malahide roars in pain and pushes Salem to the floor. Salem hits the dirt but kicks up with his legs, striking the stake with incredible force and burying it into Malahide’s chest. Blood squirts out.

MALAHIDE

You think a simple stake can finish me… the Styx gives me life beyond petty mortal injury.

SALEM

I’d be interested in seeing how you survive this.

Suddenly Malahide clutches his chest in agony. We see shoots and vines starting to grow out from the protruding end of the stake. Malahide tries to grab it and pull it from him but it seems stuck and he can’t get a proper grip due to the pain.

MALAHIDE

What have you done?

SALEM

The Styx promotes life as well as death. Growth as well as decay.

As he speaks Malahide screams out in pain as roots burst out through his chest. He starts to run, stumbling into the outer field again , but part the way through is halted as roots burst out his blood chest and lodge into the ground. Vines crawls out of skin, covering his clothing. It’s growing out of him, and enveloping him. Energies crackle around his staff and he screams as he becomes invisible, lost amongst branches, vines and leaves. Bark solidifies, and spreads as slowly but surely the great shape of the Old Tree takes shape, rooted into the centre of the field. Salem, exhausted and pained, wanders over to the girl as she slowly opens her eyes. He smiles.

SALEM

It’s alright. It’s all over. For now.

He turns and glances at the tree as we fade back to:

Farmhouse, Kitchen/Diner: Debra flips over another page.

DEBRA

Salem told the owners of the farm to leave the field and tree… he knew Malahide had a connection to the Styx and believed he could be reborn if it was disturbed.

HELEN

Looks like Salem was right. He’s back now and he wants revenge.

TOMMY

Not just revenge. He wants to finish what he started. Which means he’s after…

Tommy is cut off as the entire house shakes with a deafening crash. Helen bolts over to the window and looks out. Her eyes widen in fear.

HELEN

Oh Goddess. Everyone run!

Outside Cederick’s tractor roars into life and comes hurtling towards the building. Ethan scoops up Joss and runs toward the door, Cederick and Missy spring to life, everything seems to slow down. And then the tractor explodes through the front of the house, ripping through foundations, sending wood and plaster everywhere. A massive beam swings down and strikes Tommy, knocking him down behind a table, unconscious. Ethan, Missy, Cederick and Joss, the first through the doors glance back to see the ceiling behind them collapse, separating them from the others. Debra and Helen, stuck in the Kitchen/Diner turn to see Club-Golem shambling off of the now-still tractor. Golem #2 and Golem #3 enter through the massive hole in the side of the farmhouse. Debra looks shocked.

DEBRA

They still have some basic intelligence.

HELEN

Unfortunately for us.

Helen and Debra grab fallen pieces of wood and swing them violently out, trying to hold back the creatures. Club-Golem swings his arm out, shattering Debra’s weapon before swinging again and striking her in the chest. Debra flies back across the table, crashing into shelving. The structure is already unstable and parts of the ceiling collapse down on her. The three Golem’s start to surround a terrified Helen.

HELEN

Get away from me!

She swings out again and again, but it’s no good. Golem #2 rips her weapon from her hands and tosses it away as Golem #3 grabs her. She struggles as Golem #2 helps, both of them securing her arms. Club-Golem swings its arm round, relatively lightly striking Helen enough to daze her. The Golem’s carry the near-unconscious Helen out of the farmhouse, leaving behind destruction in their wake as we fade to black.

Farmhouse, Exterior: Tommy is led in the dirt when a bucket of water is emptied onto his face. He snaps awake, spluttering and sits up. Ethan is stood over him, a grim look of relief on his face.

ETHAN

We were worried you’d never wake up.

Tommy glances about. Joe is hunched on the steps of the ruined farmhouse, Debra looking over her injuries. Missy is looking after a sleeping Joss, holding him in her arms. Cederick appears, looking in shock, blood on his hands and boots. Ethan looks in concern as Tommy gets up.

TOMMY

What happened?

CEDERICK

They slaughtered the animals. Killed my entire livestock. It… it…

He’s honestly lost for words and probably in shock still.

ETHAN

All of them?

CEDERICK

Every last one. I… I couldn’t… it was horrible.

Ethan goes over and leads his father aside, taking him to sit down.  As Tommy stand she looks around. He walks over to Debra and Joe, looking worried.

TOMMY

Where’s Helen?

DEBRA

She’s gone. They took her. And if Salem was right then Malahide intends to take her second sight. And the kill her.

JOE

We have to get to the town.

TOMMY

What can we do?

JOE

We have to do something!

She grits her teeth, obviously still in a lot of pain. Debra sighs, shaking her head.

DEBRA

Afraid you’re not doing anything Joe. As long as you’re still and rest you should be alright but I doubt you’ll even manage the walk.

JOE

Debra, she needs our help.

DEBRA

I know.

Debra stands and looks at Tommy, concerned.

DEBRA

Any ideas?

TOMMY

We kill Malahide.

DEBRA

Thanks, never would have thought of that. How?

TOMMY

I don’t know. 

DEBRA

We’ll have to think of something on the way. It could already be too late.

Ethan and Missy head over, leaving Joss hugging Cederick who seems to be quietly sobbing, his eyes tightly shut.

ETHAN

Things don’t look good. The farm can’t recover from this.

JOE

I think a woman’s life is rather more important than your farm.

ETHAN

This farm is our life. Dad’s never had anywhere else.

Debra looks from Missy to Ethan.

DEBRA

What’s up with you two anyway?

Missy goes bright reds, her hair falling in front her face as she glances down in nervous embarrassment. Ethan puts an arm round her.

ETHAN

It was kind of a secret. We’ve been seeing each other. Missy’s Mom is a little picky about men and we just wanted to take things calmly.

MISSY

I… we… we want to… get married some day.

Ethan smiles at her and she blushes. Tommy nods and glances toward the road.

TOMMY

We’ve wasted enough time. We need to get moving.

DEBRA

The creatures slashed our tyres, we have to walk.

ETHAN

We talked and we’re coming with you.

MISSY

I… I need to know my family are alright.

Debra and Tommy exchange grim looks but nod in agreement.

DEBRA

Alright. Joe, you have to stay, you need the rest, you’ll only slow us down. I’m sorry.

JOE

Just get my girl Helen back in one piece.

DEBRA

I promise.

Joe nods in satisfaction as the group prepare to leave.

Last Hope, Streets, Dawn: The Golem’s are working. In the middle of the streets they’re constructing something using wood and brick and anything else taken from the various houses and buildings around. In the background we can see the burnt out ruin of The Last Stop. The base they’ve built is very much like a gallows and now they’re beginning construction, slowly but surely, on the top section.

We slowly pan around to see Helen tied up and leant against a tree, flanked by Billy-Golem and Club-Golem. Malahide strides over towards her, as Helen looks up, anger and determination in her eyes. Malahide notices this.

MALAHIDE

You have fire within you. Good.

HELEN

What do you want from me?

MALAHIDE

I think you already know. 

HELEN

My gift.

Malahide smiles, bending down to her height. Helen looks pained, a little dizzy, the same influence she’s reacted to before at the old tree. Malahide grabs her face, running a hand down her cheek.

MALAHIDE

My, you’re beautiful. Your soul will make a fitting climax to my endeavour.

HELEN

How about you try speaking English?

Malahide snarls , leaning right in close so she can feel his breath on her face.

MALAHIDE

I’m going to tear your soul from your body and devour it. I will open the gateway to the Styx and obtain the power over life and death itself. I shall restore myself and learn of this new world that has grown since my imprisonment. 

HELEN

No one can control life and death. Everything has its time and everything dies.

MALAHIDE

How naïve. But in your case, you are correct. And once the sun has fully risen your time will have arrived.

He turns from her, strolling away as Helen glances over at the rising sun in the distance, deep concern and fear on her face. 

     As Malahide walks away he suddenly stops. He turns and looks out in the direction of the farm. He glances towards Golem #5 And Golem #6.

MALAHIDE

Others are coming. Go. Stop them.

Slowly the two Golem’s leave the work and begin to head towards the outskirts.

Last Hope, Outskirts, Shortly Later: Tommy, Debra, Ethan and Missy are keeping to the edge of the dirt track, under as much cover as they can manage. Tommy brandishes a scythe, Debra holds a pitchfork, Ethan has his father’s shot gun and a knife on his belt whilst Missy holds a small hand-scythe. She looks very nervous holding the instrument. As they approach a heavily wooded section by the road side they head towards it, trying to keep under cover. Suddenly Debra stops, squinting at the woods.

DEBRA

I think I saw something move.

ETHAN

Probably just the wind.

Tommy squints his eyes then yells out.

TOMMY

Back!

Suddenly a vine flies out of the woods, wrapping around Tommy’s legs and pulling him over to the floor. Golem #5 steps out, dragging Tommy towards it as Golem #6 steps out, pitchfork raised. Missy rushes forward suddenly and slices the vine with her scythe, freeing Tommy. Golem #5 roars as Golem #6 rushes at Missy. Ethan fires the shot gun at the creatures head which explodes into blood and clay, knocking it back onto the ground. As Tommy frees himself Debra rushes forward, driving the pitchfork into Golem #6, effectively pinning it to the ground. Golem #5 swings the remains of its vine at Debra who just manages to dodge. Tommy swings his scythe round at knee height, taking off Golem #5’s right leg. It collapses as Ethan runs up to Golem #6. Golem #6 starts to pull the pitchfork out when Ethan blasts its arm to pieces. He empties the shotgun into another arm, both legs and the body, finally scattering it into tiny, and importantly non-moving, pieces.

DEBRA

The other one!

Golem #5 grabs Ethan’s leg and twists, pulling him to the ground. Tommy jumps up with the scythe and stands over Golem #5. And he brings the scythe down over and over and over. Again and again. Dirt and vegetation fly everywhere as Tommy keeps hacking away the snarl on his face building to a cry of frustration and anger as he takes chunks off the creature. Debra grabs his shoulder, stopping him.

DEBRA

It’s dead.

Tommy stops and they look round as green light oozes out of both creatures and is seemingly absorbed into the soil. Tommy looks coldly onwards.

TOMMY

Let’s go.

He moves off as an exhausted Ethan is helped up by Missy. Debra stares after Tommy, slightly disturbed then looks determined herself and follows.

Last Hope, Streets: It’s almost finished. The Golem’s have built what appears to be a cross between a crucifix and a large wooden figure. It’s slanted at an angle, so the sun will be directly in line with it once it’s fully risen. Which won’t be much longer now. Malahide heads over to Helen.

MALAHIDE

Your time is almost here.

HELEN

My friend will stop you.

MALAHIDE

Your friends will soon be dead. Put her in position.

Billy-Golem and Club-Golem grab Helen and start dragging her towards the “Alter”. As they do, Helen gets dizzy and images flash before her. Billy-Bob stood in the corn field, his arm stretched out, as if begging for help. He looks like he’s screaming but no sound can be heard. Helen glances up at Billy-Golem in shock.

HELEN

You’re still you, aren’t you? In there, somewhere? Billy-Bob?

The Golem’s don’t respond as they continue to drag her onwards.

Last Hope, Streets, Minutes Later: Helen has been fixed up on the alter, her arms and legs matching the frame constructed, almost crucified but held up with thick vines thankfully. Billy-Golem and Club-Golem finish tying her and stand either side, guarding. Helen looks down at Billy-Golem.

HELEN

Billy-Bob, I know you’re in there. I know you think you can’t fight it but you can. He’s using souls, he’s using them to animate these creatures. You can’t let him do this.

Still no reaction. Below Malahide watches the sun, waiting for the time to be right.

Last Hope, Old Church, Exterior: Tommy and the others appear at the side of the old church, watching. They can see Helen and Malahide in the distance. Tommy starts to creep around to the entrance of the church.

FEMALE VOICE

Don’t go in.

The group glance around to see a slightly singed looking Laretta. Her clothes are blackened as is her face, which also shows a lot of horror and shock. She shakes her head sadly.

LARETTA

They’re all dead, every last one. I think I’m the only survivor.

MISSY

But what about…

LARETTA

I’m sorry, Missy.

Missy looks shocked and starts to cry as Ethan appears, comforting her as best she can. Tommy and Debra address Laretta.

DEBRA

Is there anything we can do?

LARETTA

I managed to blow one of those hellspawns sky high so they ain’t invincible.

DEBRA

We know, we dealt with two of them back on the road. But it’s Malahide whose running the show. We need to get our friend down.

TOMMY

Malahide at least suspects we’re coming but he obviously doesn’t know about you Laretta. That could work to our advantage.

DEBRA

You have an idea?

TOMMY

Perhaps.

Last Hope, Streets: Helen is fully tied up, Billy-Golem and Club-Golem still guarding her. Malahide turns and looks up at her, the remaining seven Golem’s stood about him. He smiles.

MALAHIDE

It’s time to begin the preparations.

Suddenly his chest partially explodes out and he cries in pain, swinging around. Tommy is stood some distance away in the middle of the street, shotgun in hand and Debra and Ethan at his side. Malahide snarls. And indicates forward. The Golem’s begin to move towards them. Tommy aims again and fires, taking off the leg of one Golem that never the less tries to crawl forward. 

MALAHIDE

This is fruitless, you can’t stop it now.

Club-Golem and Billy-Golem climb down, heading towards the group as well. As they go we see Laretta running up from between some houses, towards the alter. Missy appears from the police station carrying two shotguns that she brings to Debra and Ethan.

DEBRA

This should even the odds a bit.

ETHAN

Get to cover Missy.

MISSY

I’m not leaving you!

ETHAN

Just do it, this is too dangerous, I need to know your safe.

Missy nods and rushes away as the Golem’s advance. Tommy, Debra and Ethan all aim at the same Golem, Golem #1, and fire. It explodes into pieces, the green light dissipating, the soul freed. Malahide watches angrily. Another Golem, Golem #2, is destroyed but now they’re almost at the group. The three of them scatter, firing at the Golem’s as they do. Malahide looks up at the sun and snarls.

MALAHIDE

It’s getting too close. Return!

Billy-Golem, Club-Golem and Golem #8 turn and start heading back to Malahide. Behind Malahide Laretta has started untying Helen. They speak in whispers.

HELEN

Hurry, he’s going to notice.

LARETTA

These vines are tight. I can’t do this easily.

Helen glances up and sees Malahide turning. He sees Laretta and roars in anger.

HELEN

Laretta, run!

LARETTA

I’m almost done!

Billy-Golem starts climbing up as Laretta removes the last of Helen’s bonds.

LARETTA

All done.

Helen jumps down and her face turns to terror and she screams out as Billy-Golem stabs through Laretta’s chest, impaling her. Laretta looks shocked a moment and then falls, dead. Helen looks at Billy-Golem in horror.

HELEN

You killed her! Don’t you realise that! You killed this entire town! Your family! Your friends! Billy-Bob!

Club-Golem grabs Helen and pushes her back as she reaches out, her hand brushing against Billy-Golem’s face. There’s a flash of green in his eyes. Images fly up of Mary, Gareth, Billy-Bob smiling, a small boy, Gareth carrying him as a child, Malahide, blood... Billy-Golem roars out in anger and grabs Club-Golem throwing it to the ground. Malahide looks up startled and confused as Billy-Golem starts to literally tear Club-Golem to pieces.

MALAHIDE

Impossible.

Helen leaps down off of the alter but Malahide rushes to intercept her. Helen skids to a halt as Malahide blocks her path. He brandishes his thorned staff as he towers over her and Helen begins to react badly to him.

MALAHIDE

There’s no escaping your destiny.

Tommy, Helen and Ethan have all appeared to have run out of ammo and are keeping back from the two remaining Golem’s, having managed to destroy Golem’s #3 and #9. Malahide reaches forward towards Helen grabbing her by the collar and lifting her up into the air, his eyes burning at her.

MALAHIDE

I will… be… restored.

HELEN

You can’t cheat death.

MALAHIDE

But I have…

HELEN

And what kind of existence do you have? You’re a walking scarecrow.

MALAHIDE

I am the Lord of the Harvest. When the Styx… is under my control… I will be healed and I will be… immortal.

He strides forward, carrying the struggling but pained Helen back towards the alter. Billy-Golem turns and sees him approaching and roars out in anger. As Malahide flings Helen down onto the alter floor Billy-Golem lunges forward at him. Malahide swings his staff, knocking Billy-Golem form the alter and falling to the dirt where it’s still. He turns back to Helen.

MALAHIDE

Now we end it.

He glance sup to the sun, the light shining down upon the cross. Malahide grabs Helen and lifts her up, pinning her into place, holding her still with his staff.

In the streets Debra runs up to Tommy, one of the remaining Golems, Golem #7, approaching them.

DEBRA

We’re running out of time.

TOMMY

I know.

DEBRA

Any more bright ideas?

TOMMY

Not yet.

Debra gives him an urgent look when Golem #7 reaches them, wielding a scythe. They dodge back, running towards another building, the creature in pursuit. Across the side Ethan dodges the other Golem which swings at him with a machete. Ethan kicks it’s hand and it loose sits grip. He grabs the machete and stabs the creature. The Golem is skewered but unstopped. Ethan shakes his head, turns and starts to run. The Golem tears a bit of hard stone form it’s body and flings it. The stone strikes Ethan on the back of the head and he hits the dirt, unconscious. The Golem turns and heads towards the alter.

There the sun is almost in the exact spot and it’s starting to dazzle Helen. Golem’s #8 and #4 stand at the bottom of the alter. The ground either side them begins to shake and crack. Malahide grins.

MALAHIDE

The gateway to the Styx opens.

Cracks deepen and run wide, through the streets, the building around shaking and cracks appearing, a minor earthquake. The earth splits apart and seems to collapse in on itself leaving a deep well...  The green energy of the Styx is visible, flowing through the ground, faces and limbs visible at times as souls travel between this world and the next. Helen suddenly screams, as if attacked, her eyes going dead white.

Helen’s Vision: People screaming. People being hung. Being burnt at the stake. Branding irons. Suffering. Blood splatters against the floor. Dead animals, fields and fields of dead animals. Plague. A girl of 16, naked and battered. More blood. More torture. More death. Helen screams, her voice filled with horror and anger towards Malahide whose unmoved.

HELEN

All that death you caused, all that suffering. 

MALAHIDE

It was all necessary. Their souls… provided the energy… to make this possible. And you will bring it to an end.

Town Hall, Exterior: Tommy and Debra run to a halt exhausted. They look back, Golem #7 still coming. In the background they see Helen in place. Suddenly the ground

DEBRA

Tommy, it’s getting too late.

Tommy glances round and sees the statue of Salem Bradley, a large crack across it’s bottom. A small smile crosses his lips.

We cut to Golem #7 as it appears around a corner, scythe wielded. It’s lost sight of Tommy and Debra. It moves towards the entrance of the Town Hall, up the steps.

DEBRA

Now!

Golem #7 looks up as the statue of Salem Bradley falls down towards it. It roars for a second before being utterly crushed under the heavy stone. Debra and Tommy climb down from behind it, covered in dust, looking sickened at the smashed remains.

DEBRA

Come on!

Helen screams out as the sun brightens and green energy begins to flow over her body from Malahide’s staff. In the background we see Missy tending to the unconscious Ethan. Golem’s #4 and #8 look up at Malahide as he gasps in pleasure. His barked flesh begins to go brittle and crack.

MALAHIDE

My restoration…

The barks peels away, the vines falling away to reveal normal, human flesh beneath. He gasps in ecstasy as he’s completely restored. Suddenly Debra and Tommy appear, running round each side of the alter and barrelling into the Golem’s. Taken by surprise they tip over and fall into the Styx. The energy that animates them is absorbed and their bodies fall apart.

MALAHIDE

You’re too late. Her soul is mine!

He glares at Helen and whose eyes have rolled up into her head. She speaks through gritted teeth, obviously in great pain but with determination and resistance.

HELEN

We’re connected Malahide… our souls are merging, I can sense your thoughts. And I know the focus of your power.

MALAHIDE

As you’ll soon be dead that hardly matters.

Suddenly Billy-Golem lunges up and stabs into Malahide’s now fleshy leg. Malahide, startled, cries out and releases his grip on Helen. It’s all she needs. She kicks out at his wrist and he drops his staff.

HELEN

The staff! Destroy his staff!

Tommy grabs the fallen staff.

MALAHIDE

No!

The urgency in his voice causes Tommy to smile.

TOMMY

Important is it?

He swings it around and smashes it on the ground. As it shatters Billy-Golem collapses to the ground and the energy around Helen fades away. Malahide roars in anger.

MALAHIDE

You don’t know what you’ve done!

HELEN

I do.

He turns back and looks shocked as Helen stares at him, her eyes pale white. Though she stares at him it’s as if she’s seeing visions.

HELEN

I see the souls you enslaved and they’re no longer silent. They’re free. And they’re very, very angry.

MALAHIDE

You stupid bitch…

HELEN

I feel their pain, their suffering. I know all the fear and terror and horror you’ve caused…

He lunges up at Helen. 

HELEN

…and now we’re connected, I can let you feel it to.

Her eyes glow and suddenly Malahide screams out in agony, clutching his hands to his head. A huge rapid montage of images, sounds, screams, blood, and pain fill his world as Malahide is consumed by all the pain he’s ever caused. Helen’s hands held to the ‘cross’ she kicks up with her legs, planting them firmly into his chest. She kicks hard and pushes Malahide back. He teeters in the brink of the alter, his balance barely kept for a second. Terror crosses his eyes and then he topples back into the Styx. As he does the energy bond between Helen and Malahide seems to break, separating them apart.

As Malahide hits the surface, his body is enveloped. He splashes about a moment, reaching for the edge of the pit. Suddenly an arm forms up out of the energy and clasps at him. He shrugs it off as another does. A form appears out of the energy, the naked girl from Helen’s vision. She grips him and pulls him back. More and more arms start to pull Malahide down.

MALAHIDE

Release me! Release me!

He stares up at Tommy who stands on the edge of the pit. Malahide grips the edge, pleadingly looking at Tommy.

MALAHIDE

Help me!

Tommy kicks out at Malahide’s hand as he’s dragged from the edge. He screams out as his body seems to whither and decay... leaving a ghostly green shape of him, still being grabbed by ore and more hands. One ghostly figure appears, Billy-Bob, tearing at Malahide’s form. The others begin to do the same, tearing chunks of energy, ripping his visage apart. He screams as he’s torn apart by the freed souls, the shapes starting to dissipate, the energy fading as the gateway to the Styx closes. A pained, scream echoes as the energy vanishes leaving a plane hole in the ground.

Helen climbs down with Debra’s help.

DEBRA

Are you alright?

HELEN

Yeah, I’m ok. It’s just….

DEBRA

Just what?

HELEN

I felt their pain, Debra. The pain of so many. It’s not something you’d forget easily.

Debra smiles in reassurance and the two women hug. Tommy turns from the hole and looks across where Missy looks after Ethan as we cross fade to the next scene:

Farmhouse, Exterior: Tommy’s jeep is repaired and ready to go and everyone is packed. Joe is led out in the back, Helen comforting her.

HELEN

Are you sure you’re going to be alright?

JOE

Yeah… I mean, it hurts like hell but it’ll heal.

HELEN

Rain can nurse you back to health.

JOE

Not sure she’d know how.

HELEN

I’m sure you can teach her.

Joe grins at her but then notices a slight sadness son her face.

JOE

What is it, girl?

HELEN

It’s just… Malahide wanted my vision my power. All this was down to me, in a way.

JOE

Don’t think like that. Something must have brought all this on?

HELEN

I guess between this and Chicago I’ve been having a bad time of it lately.

JOE

You ready to talk about what happened in Chicago? You never really said anything since you got back.

HELEN

Yeah, I think so. 

She smiles at her friend and they clasp hands as we cut to outside the vehicle where Tommy and Debra are seen talking to Ethan and Missy. We notice many of the families belongings packed up in trunks around the place, salvaged from the wrecked farmhouse front. Debra gives Missy a card and smiles warmly.

DEBRA

If you ever want to talk, just give me a call, alright?

MISSY

Yes. Thank you.

She seems sad, distant but there’s an obvious connection between her and Ethan. All they have is each other now, it seems.

ETHAN

I haven’t seen dad for a while, I don’t know where he got to.

TOMMY

He hasn’t said much  to me.

Cederick appears around the corner of the farmhouse, covered in oil. Ethan calls him over though Cederick hesitates at first before approaching.

ETHAN

Dad, they’re leaving!

As he approaches he looks cold in his eyes, and he glares at Tommy.

CEDERICK

Joss and I got the tractor working. Not that it matters. We can’t stay here.

TOMMY

I guess not.

CEDERICK

(suddenly furious)

You guess not!?! The whole God-damn town has been wiped out. There’s nothing  left there. Everything I ever knew is gone.

ETHAN

Dad, it isn’t Tommy’s fault…

CEDERICK

Isn’t it? I always thought the stories were exaggerated… but it’s true. You do bring death Tommy. You’ve destroyed my family and my home and if I never see you again that’d still be too soon. Now get the hell off my land and don’t you dare think of ever contacting me again.

He turns and storms off. Ethan looks at Tommy, not apologetically, as if he almost understands his dad’s point of view. With a small half-hearted smile he and Missy turn away. Tommy turns and starts to walk to his jeep, Debra at his side.

DEBRA

You sure you want to leave it like that? I mean, as you said, family’s important. Why not go talk to him?

Tommy simply stares at her a moment.

TOMMY

I have no family.

He goes and climbs into the jeep as Debra stares in deep concern at Tommy’s passive, emotionless face. He glances at her, not reacting. He quietly climbs in the vehicle and we see the jeep pulling away from the farm as we tilt upwards at the empty town of Last Hope and we slowly fade away to black.
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