Halloween: The Series

Episode 6.4: Torn
TOMMY (VO)

Previously on Halloween: The Series…

Flash cuts of Debra dealing with the influx of mentally ill patients. The confrontation between Tommy, Debra, Joe, Robyn, Josh and Helen. Robyn and Joe kissing, Robyn revealing that her parent’s were murdered. Takata begging for help. The cultists crashing into Tommy’s room. Takata speaking to the cultists as Pandora. Pandora mentioning the ‘Others’ and Pandora’s Box.

Fade in on the early morning sky above Haddonfield. We pull down over the Blankenship House as a newspaper boy throws a paper at the door.

Cut to Tommy’s Room, where Adam, Joe, Debra and Tommy surround a table with various books and papers.
ADAM

As glad as I am to be doing this again, I must

say that Rose needs me.

TOMMY

We don’t need you at the moment Adam.

DEBRA

Go home to your future wife.

Adam nods gratefully.

ADAM

Good luck.

JOE

Yeah, you too.

Joe winks as Adam heads for the door. Tommy and Debra sift through some papers as Joe folds her arms.

JOE

I don’t like this ‘sitting around’.

DEBRA

We have to know what we’re dealing with first.

JOE

I know… I just wish Robyn would call.

Joe looks towards the phone as Debra and Tommy exchange glances. A knock comes from the door as Joe rushes towards it. She opens the door, revealing Josh and Helen.

JOE

Oh… you guys see Adam?

JOSH

Yeah.

HELEN

We had to come over.

DEBRA

Helen, you should be resting. We’re fine at the

moment-

HELEN

No… I had a vision. I know what the cultists are

going to do next.

Tommy and Debra stand, all eyes on Helen as we…

Cut to Country Manor, the morning sun shining down. The female cultist and a male counterpart walk up the drive in smart suits and styled hair.
FEMALE CULTIST

Remember the plan. If we fail, she’ll never

forgive us.

MALE CULTIST

Don’t worry, everything’s going to go like

clockwork. What if she recognises us?

FEMALE CULTIST

She was unconscious before I entered the room.

Cut to the reception area of Country Manor as the two cultists step up to the female receptionist.

RECEPTIONIST

Can I help you?

FEMALE CULTIST

Hi there. I’m Kate Armstrong. I have an

appointment with Miss Loomis at nine.

The receptionist checks her list before looking up with a smile.

RECEPTIONIST

Ah yes. Miss Armstrong, if you’ll follow me

and Miss Loomis will be with you shortly.

KATE ARMSTRONG

Thank you.

The receptionist heads out from her desk and down a corridor with Kate Armstrong following her. The male cultist waits by the desk patiently.

Cut to Debra’s office as the receptionist shows Kate in. The receptionist frowns.
RECEPTIONIST

I’m terribly sorry, Miss Loomis must have

forgotten to sign out last night. I assumed she

was still here.

KATE

That’s quite all right.

Kate turns, grabbing the receptionist and swinging up a concealed knife, slicing her throat. The receptionist gasps, clutching at her bleeding neck as Kate shoves her to the side and swings the door shut.

KATE

I can wait.

We close in on the dying receptionist’s face as Kate watches on with malice…

FADE TO BLACK...

The Halloween Theme begins to play as we rise up over Haddonfield. The title card appears reading:

HALLOWEEN: the series

     The music becomes a far more rock and roll version of the theme tune and various images from seasons two and three flash up. The cast characters are named as:

Paul Rudd as TOMMY DOYLE

Carrie-Anne Moss as DEBRA LOOMIS

Rebecca Gayheart as HELEN JACOBS

with

Colin Baker as ADAM TRAVERS
FADE IN on Tommy’s Room, Blankenship House. Joe sits alone at the table with concern as a knock comes from the door. Joe rushes over, opening the door to reveal Robyn.
JOE

Thank god!

Joe embraces Robyn tightly. After a few tender moments, they part. Robyn steps in as Joe closes the door.

JOE

I was worried when you didn’t call.

ROBYN

Sorry, I didn’t have any loose change. Where is

everybody?

JOE

Helen had a vision of the cultists visiting Country

Manor. Tommy, Debra, Josh and Helen headed

over the about a half hour ago.

ROBYN

So it’s just the two of us?

JOE

Yeah… yeah it is.

ROBYN

Ok… first, promise me that you won’t go ballistic.

Joe frowns as Robyn heads over to the table, Joe following her slowly.

JOE

Why? 

ROBYN

I found Takata and the others.

JOE

Wow… you managed to track them down

already?

ROBYN

Actually, I recognised one of the cultists in

normal clothes shopping at a gas station. I trailed

him back to this big barn on the edge of town.

JOE

Tower Farm? They’re at Tower Farm?

Robyn nods, raising her hand for silence.

ROBYN

I overheard them talking and… and I should

have told you everything from the beginning.

Joe frowns as Robyn takes a deep breath.

JOE

I don’t understand.

ROBYN

No… but you will. Let me start by telling you

why my parents were murdered and why all of

this is happening.

Joe looks on curiously as Robyn gestures for her to take a seat at the table beside her.

Cut to a corridor within Country Manor, several police officers walking by. Debra, Tommy, Josh and Helen stand in an alcove with regret.

DEBRA

I should have been here an hour ago. Maybe then-

TOMMY

You couldn’t have done anything.

JOSH

If anything, you’d have been the one being

wheeled out of here in a body bag.

HELEN

It doesn’t make any sense, why come here and

murder a random member of staff?

DEBRA

Well, from the preliminary facts, there are

several patients missing and two visitors in

suits were seen ushering them into a black

van.

TOMMY

Thorn?

DEBRA

Possibly.

HELEN

No… I don’t get the vibe that these cultists are

working for Thorn.

JOSH

Yeah, things have been quiet on the Thorn front

for a while now.

TOMMY

But that doesn’t mean that they’re not out there

making their moves.

DEBRA

Ok. We have to find these people and stop

whatever they’re trying to do.

JOSH

Don’t forget the badass thing that’s draining

the life out of people.

HELEN

This just gets better and better.

Cut to Tower Farm. The makeshift beds and duvets have been packed into rucksacks as Pandora (aka Takata) stands by the open barn doors with glowing yellow eyes. Several cultists stand behind her with reserve. She speaks with a deep, demonic voice.

PANDORA

They draw closer. I can feel them.

MALE CULTIST #2

Forgive me my bountiful Goddess, but how-

PANDORA

Do I know this? I helped create their unbalanced

minds. The sheer presence of my spirit in this

world has caused the weaker minded mortals to

lapse into insanity. Their despair was already

within them, my presence simply let it out. And

I can feel all that I have helped to unleash.

A black van suddenly appears down the dirt road in front of the barn as Pandora smiles.

PANDORA

And here arrives the Others. Their unbalanced

minds play a vital part to my success.

As the van pulls to a stop in front of the barn doors, Kate and her male counterpart exit the van. Kate gives a bow to Pandora.

PANDORA

I am pleased with your work.

KATE

Thank you ma’am. I can only hope to continue

to please you-

PANDORA

Enough. Bring out the Others. I shall inspect

them myself before we proceed.

KATE

Yes, your holiness.

Kate turns, heading back towards the van as Pandora frowns, stepping backward. The other cultists frown with concern.

MALE CULTIST #2

Your holiness?

PANDORA

It is not of your concern. It is merely the mortal

attempting to regain control. But I can hold her

off.

The cultists look at each other with concern as Pandora closes her glowing eyes tightly.

Cut to the Blankenship House, Tommy’s Room. Tommy, Debra, Josh and Helen have returned. They sit at the table with Joe and Robyn.

TOMMY

How did you find all this out?

ROBYN

It was right under our noses the whole time.

Joe looks over to Robyn, seemingly knowing otherwise as Debra reads some of the text in a book.

DEBRA

The Disciples of Pandora?

ROBYN

I overheard them mentioning Pandora several

times… they even referred to that woman as

being Pandora.

JOSH

Looks like that double-crossing bitch messed

with forces beyond her comprehension.

HELEN

That day… the equinox… you don’t think she?

Helen trails off as Tommy stares down at the text.

TOMMY

Oh my god.

DEBRA

What is it?

TOMMY

Takata. She opened the box.

DEBRA

Pandora’s Box?

HELEN

Why would anyone do such a stupid thing?

JOE

Curiosity.

ROBYN

The Box allures you into opening it, making

you desire to see what’s inside.

JOSH

Instead of despair, Pandora came out?

JOE

Not quite. Why don’t you fill them in Robyn?

Robyn looks sharply at Joe as the others turn to her.

TOMMY

You have some information on Pandora?

ROBYN

Only what it says in the text. That she was

bestowed power from ancient Greek gods. As

a punishment for mankind, she opened a Box

and unleashed evil, sorrow and despair into

the world. Pandora was betrayed and confined

to the box by mankind in revenge for her act,

releasing hope into the world to balance out

the despair. At least, that’s one version.

DEBRA

Wow. I guess that explains the whole balance

between good and evil.

TOMMY

(reading text)

It says here that she is thought of as many things.

A Goddess, a Valkyrie, a demon and an angel.

JOSH

So what is she?

ROBYN

Nobody except Pandora truly knows.

JOE

And maybe some other people.

Joe looks at Robyn as Tommy, Debra, Helen and Josh exchange glances.

ROBYN

Well, I’m certain that those people are dead.

Robyn raises her eyebrow as Joe sighs, averting her eyes.

DEBRA

What is going on between you two?

JOSH

And don’t think we can’t see the tension.

ROBYN

I just told Joe a few things about my family

and about who I am. Things that many people

shouldn’t know about but hey, seeing as how

she can’t keep her mouth shut-

JOE

(defensively)

Hey! I just think that if we’re all going to try

and stop Pandora, then we all should know

everything!

Robyn sighs, running her hands through her hair as the others watch on curiously.
ROBYN

My parents swore me to secrecy and I didn’t

think telling one person would be that big a

deal… clearly I was wrong.

Joe flicks her eyebrows.

TOMMY

I think you better start talking.

DEBRA

Especially if it can help us deal with Takata

or Pandora or whatever is going on here. 

ROBYN

I grew up knowing that my destiny, like every

other female in my family, was to help keep the

Box away from the world. The Order of Pandora

kept a watchful eye over the Box whilst we

held the knowledge to seal the Box if it were

ever opened.

JOSH

What happened?

ROBYN

The Order was murdered.

DEBRA

Ashwell…

ROBYN

Excuse me?

TOMMY

We met the Order in Greece. Please, continue.

ROBYN

Oh… well, my parents and I were kidnapped

last year. These people held us in a compound.

From what Joe and I have deduced it to, Thorn

held us captive.

TOMMY

Thorn? Why?

ROBYN

They needed us out of the way whilst they

gained Pandora’s Box. We were held in

captivity until around Thanks Giving.

DEBRA

They released you?

HELEN

That’s not like Thorn…

ROBYN

They needed us. Only we knew how to contain

Pandora and her sorrows. They realised that the

Box had been opened and that a mortal had

been consumed with Pandora’s spirit. That with

every walking step, she spread despair and

darkness. Vulnerable people would lapse into

insanity through the depth of her influential

power.

DEBRA

That explains the recent surge of, as a lack of

a better word, crazy people in this area.

TOMMY

Which would mean she’s here… now.

JOSH

And the way the cult referred to Takata as

Pandora, I’m guessing we know which mortal

is hosting her spirit.

HELEN

Looks like Takata got more than she bargained

for.

TOMMY

Which makes her an innocent person in this.

Debra, Helen, Josh and Joe look at Tommy as Robyn nods.

ROBYN

She is. She only followed her curiosity.

JOSH

Ok, so Thorn let you go because you’re the only

people who can stop her. So they’re powerless

against Pandora?

ROBYN

In simplistic terms, yes. Only the destined

bloodline, my bloodline, knows the secret of

how to return her to the Box and stop her from

unleashing a form of hell on earth.

TOMMY

Hell on Earth?

ROBYN

Think of total despair, anguish and darkness

consuming every corner of the world, all of

us lost in total madness.

DEBRA

Ok, then it’s in our best interests to stop

Pandora.

JOSH

Which we do how?

ROBYN

I don’t know.

Silence fills the air as Joe, Debra, Tommy, Josh and Helen all stare at Robyn. She lowers her head as Debra raises her eyebrows.

DEBRA

You don’t know?

JOSH

If you’re destined to stop Pandora, how can

you not know?!

JOE

Back off Josh! She said she doesn’t know!

HELEN

No offence, but you’ve held out on us before.

How do we know that you’re telling the truth?

ROBYN

I only hid the truth before because I had been

brought up to keep it a secret. I’ve told you

everything I know.

JOE

Well… not quite.

Robyn looks at Joe. Joe places her hand onto Robyn’s hand, both of them sharing a meek smile as the others watch on.

TOMMY

What is it?

JOE

Her parents.

ROBYN

Pandora, in her borrowed body, got to them

before they could act against her. And before

they could fill me in on how to end all this.

I was in the same room as the person who

murdered my parents without realising it.

HELEN

Oh god.

DEBRA

I’m so sorry.

JOSH

We all are.

ROBYN

Thanks. I appreciate it.

TOMMY

So. Why don’t we call in on these disciples?

ROBYN

I was hoping you’d say that.

The gang all stand, grabbing their coats and heading for the door. Joe and Robyn hang back as the others exit.

ROBYN

Thank you. For helping me to get all that out

into the open.

JOE

See. Keeping my mouth shut was never a good

idea.

ROBYN

This once.

Robyn smiles cheekily as Joe ushers her out of the room. The door slams shut.

Cut to the Jacobs Residence. In the kitchen, Rose and Adam prepare a meat pie. As Adam silently chops some chicken, Rose turns to him with concern.

ROSE

You’ve barely said two words since you got

back.

ADAM

Just tired.

ROSE

No. You’re not just tired. Tell me what’s wrong.

Adam lowers the knife as Rose looks at him with compassion.

ROSE

Please. If we’re going to be married, we have

to be completely open with one another.

ADAM

I just feel that I should be out there with the

others, helping them to stop this thing.

ROSE

But honey, we have our wedding to plan.

Surely that’s important to you?

ADAM

Of course it is. But I have responsibilities and

loyalties to my friends. I can’t leave them to

face whatever is out there alone. I just can’t.

Adam drops the knife onto the counter as Rose sighs, placing her hands onto her hips.

ROSE

God, sometimes I feel like I come second to

you.

ADAM

Rose, don’t say that.

ROSE

Why not? You’ve just demonstrated that it’s

true. You’d rather be off gallivanting around

with danger than preparing dinner and our

wedding.

ADAM

I’m sorry if you feel that way. But it’s not true.

I just have to prioritise my loyalties to you and

the others. Right now, time needs to be spent

on my friends and their cause. Tonight can be

time for us to plan our wedding, ok?

Rose doesn’t respond as Adam kisses her on the cheek. He turns, heading for the hallway as Rose clears her throat.

ROSE

Maybe I should prioritise my time. Tonight,

I’ll be going out. So do what you want when

you get back.

Adam looks back with solemn as Rose turns back to preparing the pie. Adam sighs, exiting the room.

Cut to the country road alongside Tower Farm. Clouds roll over the sky as Tommy’s jeep and Debra’s car pull to a stop by some tall hedging. Tommy, Debra, Helen, Josh, Joe and Robyn exit the cars, looking up to the eerie barn.

JOSH

You know, two people were murdered inside

that barn. Another two outside it and another

in the woods.

HELEN

Thanks for the comforting info.

JOSH

Just saying, this place is cursed.

DEBRA

Much like Haddonfield.

TOMMY

Ok, I suggest we go in as two teams.

JOE

We’re splitting up?

TOMMY

Hear me out. Robyn, Joe and myself will enter

the barn first. That way, there are enough of

us to throw them off the thought of more people

being outside. Josh, Helen and Debra, you wait

out here until you hear our signal.

DEBRA

What’s the signal?

TOMMY

Screaming, shouting, smashing. The usual

signs.

DEBRA

Got it.

ROBYN

What do we do once we’re inside?

JOE

Kick their asses?

TOMMY

We get Takata out of there-

ROBYN

If she’s still Takata.

HELEN

She’s right. She may be Pandora.

JOSH

You sure you don’t want me in the first team?

TOMMY

We’ll need a strong back up out here to come

in and help us out.

Debra and Helen exchange sceptical glances as Josh concedes with a nod.

TOMMY

Ok. Let’s get her out of there and take her

back to my-

ROBYN

Your place is hardly safe.

JOSH

We can go to Moon Lake. I’m still technically

living there, remember?

TOMMY

Ok. Let’s do this.

Tommy, Joe and Robyn head along the hedge and turn through a gap, heading up to the barn as Debra, Josh and Helen remain behind.

Cut to Tower Farm’s interior. Kate and several male cultists stand by the open barn doors, the black van still parked outside.

KATE

You have the Box?

MALE CULTIST

Of course. It’s been with me since Pandora first

came back to us.

KATE

Good. We’ll need the Others and the Box in a

quiet, secluded location whilst she carries out

the ritual.

MALE CULTIST #2

Are you sure about doing this?

Kate turns to the red-haired male with a frown.

KATE

Excuse me?

MALE CULTIST #2

I mean, opening the Box and damning the

world? Isn’t that a little-

Before he can finish, Kate flicks up her knife and slashes the cultist’s throat. He staggers back with shock, clutching at his bloody neck before collapsing to the side. Kate looks at the other cultists.

KATE

Anybody else having second thoughts?

The others all shake their heads as Kate nods. To the left, behind a wooden wall and several bales of hay, Tommy, Joe and Robyn crouch silently. Tommy gestures for Joe to move through a doorway beside them leading into a back area of the barn.

Joe moves, heading through the door and coming into a large back room filled with bales of hay, old harvesting tools and a bound/gagged Takata. Takata’s wild eyes widen as Joe approaches her. Joe gestures for her to keep quiet as Tommy and Robyn enter the room.
TOMMY

Quick, let’s get her out of here.

Joe and Robyn both grab the bound Takata, raising her to her feet. Robyn begins to undo the knots with bitter resentment towards Takata. Tommy keeps his eyes on the door as the ropes drop from Takata. Joe removes the gag as a tearful Takata smiles at her.

TAKATA

I have never had anybody come to save me.

I thank you with all my heart.

JOE

Save it. I still hate you.

TAKATA

Fair enough. But we must hurry. We have to

get out of here.

TOMMY

Easier said then done. They’re coming back here!

Robyn looks round, spotting a rickety cut window near the back wall.

ROBYN

Over there!

Tommy leads the others towards the window. Takata suddenly stops as Tommy turns to her.
TOMMY

What are you doing?

TAKATA

Not now… I won’t let you!

ROBYN

Oh god… it’s Pandora!

Tommy grabs Takata by the arms as suspense fills the air. Joe and Robyn stand by the window.

TOMMY

You can fight her Takata! You’re stronger

than she is!

TAKATA

She’s pushing through! I can’t stop her!

Takata closes her eyes, gritting her teeth as Tommy shakes her.

TOMMY

Damn it Takata! Fight her and keep control!

Takata suddenly looks up with bright yellow eyes and an angered scowl.

PANDORA

Takata’s not here.

ROBYN

Get away from her!

Pandora pulls her arms free from Tommy and swings round with a backhand, smashing Tommy across the jaw. Tommy flies backwards through the air with a yell, smashing through the barn wall and crashing outside.

JOE

Tommy!

Joe and Robyn look at Pandora with horror. Pandora strides forwards as Robyn lunges for attack. Pandora dodges a punch and comes up with an uppercut to Robyn’s jaw. Robyn soars upwards and backwards, flying through the hole in the back wall with a scream. Joe bends down, grabbing a pitchfork as Pandora lunges at her.

JOE

No!

Pandora grabs the pitchfork, shoving Joe backwards. Joe falls onto the dirty, hay-strewn floor as Pandora swings the sharp end of the pitchfork down at Joe. Joe rolls to the side, the pitchfork snapping on impact with the floor. Joe kicks Pandora in the side of the knee, not making a difference as Pandora bends down, grabbing Joe by the throat and lifting her into the air.

PANDORA

You dare to oppose me?

JOE

I dare!

Joe spits blood onto Pandora. A male cultists crashes through the doorway as Josh rushes into the room with Debra and Helen in tow.

JOSH

Hey!

Pandora turns as Josh strikes her across the jaw. Pandora drops a coughing Joe to the ground as Helen and Debra turn to face Kate and several male cultists. Debra grabs a nearby scythe, taking aim at Kate. Kate dodges the swing.

KATE

Go easy now!

DEBRA

Take one more step and I’ll go easy on your

neck!

In the background, Robyn crawls in from the hole in the wall as Josh is slammed in the chest by Pandora’s foot. Josh soars backwards, crashing into several wooden crates. Debra and Helen back away towards the hole as Pandora steps up behind them. Debra turns with a gasp, swinging the scythe.

The scythe slashes Pandora’s chest, taking her by surprise. Pandora staggers to the side, her yellow eyes subsiding as Takata’s meek voice sounds.

TAKATA

Help me, please!

Takata suddenly falls to her knees as Debra turns back, fending off the cultists and Kate whilst Helen rushes to Josh’s side. Robyn helps Joe up as Takata crawls over to them.

TAKATA

Please…

ROBYN

Come on!

Robyn grabs Takata, all three girls standing and heading for the hole in the wall. Helen leads Josh towards the hole as the cultists suddenly swarm Debra, Kate diving in with a sidekick and knocking Debra aside. The cultists lunge for Josh and Helen as a fight ensues.

Cut to the back area of the barn as Joe, Robyn and Takata move past an unconscious Tommy.

JOE

Tommy!

ROBYN

We have to get Takata out of here!

JOE

No! I won’t leave him!

ROBYN

The others can help him! Right now, we have

to get Takata away from these people before

she turns again.

TAKATA

Round the front! There’s a van!

JOE

I can hotwire it.

ROBYN

Come on!

Joe nods reluctantly as the three women head around the barn. After a few moments, Josh, Helen and Debra run through the hole in the wall, stopping by Tommy.

DEBRA

Give me a hand Josh!

Debra and Josh bend down, grabbing Tommy as Helen looks around with worry.

HELEN

Where did they go?

Kate exits the hole with the scythe, fury in her eyes.

KATE

You! Where is she?!

Kate swings the scythe at Debra. Debra and Josh drop Tommy as Helen dives at Kate. Kate swings the scythe round, the handle smashing Helen in the face. Helen falls to the side as Josh lunges forwards. Kate screams with fury, swinging the scythe and slashing Josh’s leg.

DEBRA

Josh!

Josh yells in pain, collapsing to the side as Kate turns her attention to Debra. The male cultists exit the barn, running past the others and heading for the nearby woods.

DEBRA

You really want to aide the end of the world?

KATE

What I really want is none of your business!

DEBRA

It is when you endanger my friends and innocent

people!

Josh suddenly throws a rock, hitting Kate in the side of the head. Kate yelps, falling to the side as Debra rushes forwards, diving onto Kate. The women wrestle for supremacy. Debra suddenly head butts Kate into unconsciousness. Debra sits up with a sigh of relief as Helen helps Josh to stand.

HELEN

That bitch has just brought my migraine back.

DEBRA

Looks like we have somebody to extract some

information from.

Debra, Helen and Josh stare down at the unconscious Kate.

JOSH

Lucky us.

Cut to the interior of the black van. Joe sits behind the wheel whilst Robyn and Takata sit in the front seats. The back of the van is segregated with a metal wall with a small sliding hatch. Joe turns the wheel, taking a sharp right, the wheels screeching.

ROBYN

Where are we going?

JOE

Moon Lake. Trust me, they won’t know

we’re there.

TAKATA

I can’t thank you enough. You got me out of

there.

ROBYN

Thank us once we know you’ll survive.

Robyn gestures to Takata’s heavily bleeding chest. Takata smiles meekly.

TAKATA

To me, this is a fatal wound. I can feel my life

slipping away. And what a dire life it’s been.

ROBYN

Don’t say that. Nobody’s life is dire.

JOE

No, her life really has been dire.

Robyn shakes her head at Joe. Joe rolls her eyes being swinging the wheel around and taking another turn.

TAKATA

All my life, I have been selfish and shown

disregard for others. My whole life has been

one pointless self-gaining journey with little

to show for it.

ROBYN

There’s always a second chance for people

Takata. Maybe this is yours.

TAKATA

Perhaps you are right. But I doubt I’ll survive

the day. Not with a wound this deep.

JOE

Look, we’ll stop off at the-

Loud sirens sound as Joe frowns. She checks the side mirror, a squad car tailing them.

JOE

Crap.

ROBYN

What do we do?

JOE

Unless we want a high-speed pursuit, which I

am not in the mood for, we stop.

Cut to a random suburban street on the outer edge of town. The black van pulls to a stop by a junction as the squad car stops behind it. An officer exits the car, hand on his gun holster as Joe winds down her window.

OFFICER

Ma’am, I’m gonna have to ask you to step out

of the vehicle and keep your hands where I can

see them.

JOE

Uh… sure. Is there a problem?

Joe exits the van, holding up her hands.

OFFICER

Just step up to the hood and put your hands

onto the hood.

JOE

Am I being arrested? What for?!

OFFICER

This here vehicle is reported as stolen. So just

cooperate and this’ll all be over soon enough.

The passenger door opens as Takata and Robyn exit the vehicle, unbeknownst to the officer. Takata walks around the back, coming up behind the officer. The officer suddenly turns.

OFFICER

Don’t move!

Takata strides forwards, her eyes suddenly changing to a deep yellow as the officer fires his gun. Pandora dodges the bullet with lightening speed and kicks up into the officer’s head. He’s sent spinning through the air, hitting the road with a crunch as Robyn rushes up to Joe.

PANDORA

This can’t last forever Takata.

Joe and Robyn exchange glances as Takata’s voice comes through.

TAKATA

I won’t let you do this!

PANDORA

You don’t have a choice!

TAKATA

I always thought that. That I was born to be

evil. But I do have a choice! And I choose to

do what’s right for me!

Takata/Pandora suddenly lunges forwards, bending down and grabbing the officer’s gun.

PANDORA

What are you doing?!

TAKATA

Whatever’s necessary.

Takata raises the gun to her head as Robyn and Joe step towards her. Takata’s eyes brim with tears, her hand shaking uncontrollably.

JOE

Don’t. I hate you but I don’t want to see you

blow your brains out.

TAKATA

(hysterically)

It drained the life out of people so that my

body wouldn’t die! It’s using me!

PANDORA

I did what was necessary! Your mortal body

cannot handle my essence without draining

the life force of others!

TAKATA

If I can’t control power, then it won’t control

me. It ends now.

Takata’s trigger finger begins to squeeze but her hand is suddenly grabbed by the officer as he wrestles to pull the gun away.

OFFICER

Don’t do it ma’am! Drop the gun!

PANDORA

So be it.

Pandora drops the gun, her other hand shooting out and grabbing the officer by the throat. The officer’s eyes widen as he lets out a ghastly groan. Robyn and Joe look on in shock as the officer’s skin shrivels, his body becoming weak. The large slash on Pandora’s chest slowly seals itself up as her flaky hands rejuvenate. Pandora drops the officer’s gaunt, corpse-like body to the side with a smile.

PANDORA

Much better.

JOE

Oh my god. What did you do?

PANDORA

Who need’s God when you have me?

Pandora advances on Joe and Robyn but her yellow eyes fade as Takata’s mournful, dark eyes stare at the others with horror.

TAKATA

No…

ROBYN

What the hell happened?

TAKATA

She murdered another person… she drained

their life force, not only to keep herself within

this shell but to heal its wounds.

Takata lets out a desperate sob as Joe steps forwards, scooping up the gun cautiously as Robyn looks on with slight sympathy.

JOE

This is for our own safety.

Takata looks up regretfully as Robyn and Joe hastily lead her into the van. Once they’re all in, the van starts up and slowly pulls away.

Cut to the Blankenship House. Tommy and Debra step off the porch and head towards the two cars sitting by the dirty drive.

TOMMY

They could be anywhere.

DEBRA

Well, originally it was supposed to be Moon

Lake. You think-

TOMMY

They left on foot, didn’t they?

DEBRA

(sighing)

Well, let’s ask our friend what Pandora plans

to do next. Because for all we know, Takata

lost control of herself again.

Tommy nods in agreement as they both step up to the jeep. Tommy opens the door, revealing a bound & gagged Kate in the backseat with Josh and Helen sitting on either side of her. Kate stares at them with hatred.

DEBRA

Take off the gag.

Helen removes the gag as Kate wets her lips.

DEBRA

I suggest you start talking.

KATE

I shall never say a word that would betray my

Goddess.

TOMMY

Funny thing is, she might not even be a goddess.

KATE

Blasphemy! She is a divine being!

DEBRA

We know she plans to infect the world with

Pandora’s Box. Now tell us where she could

be or where she plans to carry out her act of

evil.

KATE

Never.

Helen and Josh exchange glances as Debra turns to Tommy.

DEBRA

I don’t know what else to say or do. If only I

lacked morals.

TOMMY

I have an idea.

Tommy leans into the jeep, grabbing hold of Kate’s hand.

JOSH

What are you doing?

Tommy snaps back one of Kate’s fingers. She lets out a pained scream as Debra grabs Tommy by the shoulders, pulling him out of the jeep. Josh and Helen look on in shock.

DEBRA

What the hell are you doing?!

TOMMY

Getting answers. Or would you rather have

Joe, Robyn and the world’s demise on your

conscience?

Tommy pulls himself free from a stunned Debra and leans back into the jeep as a tearful Kate shakes her head.

KATE

Get away from me!

Tommy grabs her hand, snapping back another finger, the crack ringing through the air with a scream…

Cut to an outer road of Haddonfield, the black van driving along with speed. Joe sits behind the wheel with Takata and Robyn beside her. Joe looks into her side mirror with a frown, a dark pick-up truck tailing them.

JOE

That van has been behind us since we left

Haddonfield.

TAKATA

Oh god, they’re following us!

The van is suddenly shunted from behind, Takata letting out a terrified yelp as all three of them brace themselves.

JOE

Hang on!

On the road, the pick-up rams into the black van as Joe holds the wheel steady. Both vehicles speed onwards, passing a sign for ‘Moon Lake’.

Cut to a dirt road. The black van swerves off the main road, barrelling down the dirt road. The pick-up soon follows as Joe grips the wheel tightly. Takata looks into the side mirror with panic as Robyn points ahead.

ROBYN

Look out!

Joe swerves the wheel, avoiding a large rock. As the van straightens out, the pick-up rams into the back of them, the van’s wheels loosing grip and skidding across the mud. All three women scream as the van suddenly tips, rolling across the ground several times, crashing into a thick tree and landing up-right.

The pick-up pulls to a stop nearby as Joe looks up slowly from the wheel with a cut above her eye. Robyn leans back, her nose bloody as a terrified Takata shakes her head.

TAKATA

No… please!

Robyn tilts her head to the side, groggy as Joe turns to Takata. Takata’s eyes flash yellow as Pandora turns her head to smile at Joe.

PANDORA

Hello again.

Before Joe can move, Pandora punches her hard, knocking Joe out cold. Pandora exits the van, looking around with slight discontent. The afternoon sun lowers across the sky. Four male cultists exit the pick-up.
PANDORA

This shall do.

Pandora walks around to the side of the van, sliding open the door. The five patients fall out and crash to the ground, some injured from the crash.

PANDORA

Stand.

The five mentally ill patients stand obediently as Robyn staggers out from the van with a look of shock.

ROBYN

They listen to you?

PANDORA

They obey me.

ROBYN

How?

PANDORA

In all the madness and despair, I am the one

true shred of hope they can see. They worship

and obey me in an attempt to regain what they

have lost.

ROBYN

An army of slaves, willing to do anything to

get their hope back. And the irony is they’ll

never get that back, will they?

Pandora smiles at Robyn before gesturing towards the lake.

PANDORA

This secluded area will do nicely. Take them

over there. Their blood shall be used as a

catalyst.

ROBYN

No! Get off of us!

Surprisingly strong, the patients haul Robyn towards the lake as the four cultists turn to the van and grab Joe. Pandora closes her eyes gently, ghostly whispers filling the air.

PANDORA

Hear me my followers… follow the sound of

my voice, come to my side.

We pull up high above the lake and woodland before flying down into some random area of the woods. Three more male cultists, who had run into the woods to search for Pandora, suddenly stop and look around.

MALE CULTIST #1

Your holiness…

MALE CULTIST #2

This way!

The cultists all turn and run through the woods with eagerness.

Cut to Tommy’s room. A bloody & beaten Kate sits bound to a chair whilst Josh, Helen and Debra stand by the table. Tommy’s not in the room.

JOSH

A secluded spot? That could be anywhere.

HELEN

Well that’s all she knows.

JOSH

That and extreme pain. I mean, what was

up with that?

DEBRA

Tommy’s mind isn’t what it used to be. And

neither are his moralistic views.

HELEN

It was so surreal watching him act like that.

TOMMY (OS)

I did what I had to do.

Everybody turns to the open door as Tommy stands in the doorway.

DEBRA

We know.

JOSH

We just think you could have done it a little

neater.

TOMMY

The bloods in my jeep, it’s only of concern to

me.

DEBRA

Tommy-

TOMMY

Can we just focus on the task at hand? We know

how she plans to infect the world, we just don’t

know where.

Debra sighs with a reluctant nod.

DEBRA

Well, the plan was to head for Moon Lake.

Perhaps they stuck to the plan.

JOSH

Well, it’s definitely secluded. And if Pandora

took back control, she’d be in a good location.

Helen frowns, staggering slightly as everybody turns to her with concern. Helen exhales slowly and heavily.

JOSH

Helen?

HELEN

I think you’re right. It’s Moon Lake… I just

had this strong feeling. We have to hurry.

Kate closes her eyes bitterly. A knock comes from the door as Debra turns, pulling the door open to reveal Adam.

ADAM

Is this a bad time?

Cut to Moon Lake as the sun sets slowly. Joe and Robyn sit bound to a tree trunk facing the lake, the five patients guarding them. Joe is conscious. By the lake’s shore, Pandora stands with the seven male cultists.

PANDORA

My power will be drained momentarily and

my alter ego may reappear.

MALE CULTIST

We shall suppress her until you return my

goddess.

PANDORA

Yes, you shall. Prepare the girls, I want their

blood spread on the Others’ faces as night falls.

MALE CULTIST #2

Yes ma’am.

The cultists’ turn, three heading for Joe & Robyn and four heading for the patients. Pandora turns towards the lake, her yellow eyes filled with glee.

Cut to Debra’s car, as she takes a sharp turn onto a dirt road. Josh, Helen, Tommy and Adam look at one another with apprehension. Various weapons sit across their laps.
Cut to Moon Lake, as Joe and Robyn are thrown down onto the lake’s shore, their arms bleeding heavily, their wrists and ankles bound together. Nearby, the mentally ill patients stand with their faces smeared in fresh crimson blood. Pandora steps up to them with a smile, running her hand down one’s face.

PANDORA

You shall be my carriers. To the far reaches

of the world, you shall spread my darkness

until all is consumed.

The seven cultists exchange glances as Pandora steps up to the lake’s shore, looking up to the sky as it blackens as night settles in. An eerie breeze runs through the lake as one cultist holds up his hands, revealing the sleek, wooden casket that is Pandora’s Box.

MALE CULTIST #3

And so it begins.

The Box begins to exude a golden glow as Pandora spreads her arms, levitating into the air and hovering across the lake. She turns back to face the Others, the cultists and the bound Joe and Robyn.

PANDORA

Place you hands onto the Box!

The Others’ obey, placing their hands onto the Box as the male cultist holding it suddenly lets out a scream. His skin shrivels, his body hollowing out as his life energy is drained. His body collapses to the side, leaving the Box to hover in the air with the Others gently resting their hands on it. Pandora speaks Latin in a deep voice.

PANDORA

Arca archa patefacio obscurum comesum,

universitas!

The Box’s lid begins to open, the golden glow consuming the five mentally ill patients. Joe and Robyn watch on as three jets of black energy shoots out from the box, entering the Others’ mouths and eye sockets.

JOE

Oh god… it’s too late.

Cut to woodland, as Tommy, Adam, Josh, Helen and Debra jog past trees and shrugs.

DEBRA

You sure we should have left her in the jeep?

TOMMY

She’d only slow us down.

Helen stops, looking up to the sky.

HELEN

Oh god, it’s started!

They all look up to see a full, red moon hovering in the sky. Tommy raises his baseball bat with determination.

TOMMY

Come on.

They continue onwards as we cut to Tommy’s jeep. In the back seat, the bound Kate struggles against her ropes with violent jerks and yells. The ropes become loose as Kate pulls one hand free…

Cut back to Moon Lake. The Others’ back away from the box with pained screams, their eyes a solid black as the Box floats in mid-air. Pandora over watches from above the lake whilst the six remaining cultists watch on with fear. Joe and Robyn struggle to sit up.

PANDORA

Here begins a new era!

A cross bolt slams into Pandora’s chest, startling her. All eyes turn to the side where Josh lowers a large crossbow with a wink.

JOSH

Thought we’d pop by and say hello.

PANDORA

Kill them!

The cultists turn towards Tommy, Adam, Helen and Josh.

ADAM

I wish I’d stayed at home!

Tommy and Josh yell, charging the cultists as Helen dashes for Joe and Robyn. Adam decides to follow Tommy and Josh, lifting up a metal baseball bat. Tommy and two cultists clash, Tommy’s bat smashing one in the face. Cultist #2 decks Tommy with a right, sending him to the ground.

Josh jumps through the air, side-kicking Cultist #3 in the face. As the cultists hits the dirt, a fresh blood patch appears through Josh’s jeans, his wound reopened. Cultist #4 swings a dagger at Josh, narrowly missing his throat. Josh throws out a hook punch, catching the cultist in the jaw.

As Cultist #2 hurtles down at Tommy with a dagger, Adam dives and tackles the cultist to the side. They both roll across the dirt as Tommy clambers to his feet.
Helen rips the binds from Joe’s wrists, allowing Joe to start on her ankles whilst Helen moves across to Robyn.

HELEN

Jesus, are they deep?

ROBYN

Shallow cuts to draw our lives out. She wants

us to suffer her hell.

JOE

Uh, Helen!

Helen looks up as Cultists #5 & #6 dive at her. They slam into Helen, taking her down as Joe jumps up, Robyn quickly undoing her ankle restraints. Cultist #5 looks up as Joe whips her foot across his jaw. He falls to the side as Cultist #6 hurls a rock at Joe’s chest. Joe stumbles back as Robyn yells with anger, tackling Cultist #6 head on.

Tommy swings his bat into Cultist #2’s back, the cultist releasing Adam’s throat. Adam gasps for air as Tommy nods at him. Tommy turns to see Josh being pinned up against a tree by Cultist’s #3 & #4.

In the distance, the Others all turn in separate directions and disperse towards the woods. Pandora watches on with a sickening cackle.
PANDORA

You are all too late! My darkness shall spread!

Once the Others infect the world with my

despair, all shall be in chaos and pain!

Tommy helps throw the two cultists off of Josh whilst Helen, Joe and Robyn turn to face the hovering Pandora. Cultists #1, #2, #5 & #6 are down whilst the other two crawl to the side. Debra steps out from the woods in front of one of the Others, lifting up a tranquilliser gun.

DEBRA

The doctor is in.

Debra fires a dart into the patient’s neck, his black eyes frowning, a vile, despairing wail escaping his mouth. Pandora lets out an angered snarl as Tommy shouts up to her with a crazed smile.

TOMMY

What? You thought we wouldn’t figure it out?

Using the Others to spread your disease like

the rats of the Black Plague?

PANDORA

You will pay for this treachery with your

souls!

Debra rushes across the clearing, heading for the second patient whilst Pandora lands on the lakeshore. Tommy, Josh, Adam, Helen, Joe and Robyn come together as a group to face Pandora.

TOMMY

Adam, Helen, bring down those patients.

Any means necessary. Josh, you know

what to do.

Helen and Adam nod, clutching their bats and rushing across the dirt as Pandora strides towards the remaining group. Josh’s eyes fall onto the Box, hovering near the lake.

PANDORA

You really believe you can stop me?! I am a

God!

TOMMY

Not anymore.

Tommy steps forwards, swinging his bat. It strikes Pandora’s head, the bat snapping in half. Tommy’s eyes widen as Pandora lashes out with a punch to Tommy’s chest. The winded Tommy soars backwards through the air, slamming into a tree and collapsing to the ground. Josh, Joe and Robyn look on wide-eyed.

Cut to woodland, as one of the patients stumbles through the undergrowth with Helen in hot pursuit. The patient suddenly takes a sharp turn, disappearing into some shrubs. Helen goes to follow but a log swings round. Helen yelps, ducking and swinging up her bat, smashing the patient in the groin.

He stumbles to the side with a despairing moan as Helen swings the bat at his head. The patient falls to the dirt unconsciously as Helen pants gently.

HELEN

Another one down.

Helen turns, scanning the woodland with her eyes as Adam yells from somewhere nearby. Helen takes off, bat poised for attack. Stepping up to the unconscious patient is Kate as she looks down with disgust and slight despair.

Cut to Moon Lake as Debra tranquillisers her second patient. Three down. She turns to see Joe and Robyn evading an angry Pandora whilst Josh charges for the Box. A patient suddenly lunges at Debra from the side, taking her by surprise. She screams as she drops the gun, the patient grabbing her by the throat.

Josh makes a grab at the box but he smashes into a golden barrier surrounding the box. He yelps, falling into the dirt. Nearby, Robyn angrily roundhouse kicks Pandora across the jaw. Pandora staggers back with a frown.

PANDORA

You are but a mortal! How can you deliver such

blows?

ROBYN

You didn’t wipe out the bloodline after all.

PANDORA

(coyly)

I see. You have the strength and courage of

your parents do you?

Robyn goes to move but with lightening speed, Pandora grips Robyn by the throat and kicks out her knee. Robyn collapses onto her knees as Pandora sneers at her.

PANDORA

Yet they put up more of a fight when I ripped

them apart! And it was still easy. It was a

pathetic kill!

Robyn grits her teeth in anger as Joe steps up behind Pandora with a large rock raises.

JOE

Oh shut up already!

Pandora looks up as Joe slams the rock down onto her head. Pandora whimpers, falling to the side as Robyn looks up gratefully. Joe extends her hand, helping Robyn to her feet.

ROBYN

Thanks.

JOE

Anytime.

The body next to them stirs. Joe and Robyn look down as Takata looks up at them with pleading, distraught eyes. A former shell of the woman.

TAKATA

Please… don’t let her take me again.

JOE

We’ll figure this out. We’ll get her out of you.

Robyn looks over to Josh, who smashes a baseball bat against the golden energy surrounding the box. In the distance, Debra slams her attacking patient’s head into a tree, knocking him out. Robyn’s eyes fall back onto Takata as Joe helps the woman stand.

JOE

We’ll get you out of here and then we can-

A sickening stab sounds as Takata gasps in shock. Her eyes look down to see a dagger embedded in her gut. Joe closes her eyes tightly, a tear running down her cheek as Robyn withdraws the blade.

ROBYN

Forgive me God.

JOE

We’re so sorry Takata.

Tears run down Takata’s face as she staggers back. Robyn drops the dagger to the ground as the golden energy surrounding the box vanishes. The box drops to the ground as Josh quickly grabs it.

ROBYN

Josh!

Josh turns, rushing over to them. Takata falls to her knees as Joe backs away in horror.

JOE

God, what have we done?!

ROBYN

It’s simple Joe. You kill the host and possessing

spirit is forced out.

JOSH

What did you do?

ROBYN

What I had to do. It’d gone too far – I had no choice.

Josh looks down with understanding yet with eyes of regret. Robyn takes the box from him, cranking the lid open as a yellow light seeps out from Takata’s dying eyes. In the distance, Kate emerges from the woods with a look of horror at what she sees.

ROBYN

It’s time to go back to the hell you belong in.

KATE

No!

Robyn extends the box out towards the yellow light as Joe and Josh turn to look at Kate. The yellow light is drawn into the box with a ghostly cry echoing across Moon Lake. The moon in the sky fades back to the normal.

Cut to the woodland as Adam and Helen attempt to beat down the remaining two patients. Their eyes suddenly return to normal, the black energy exiting their mouths.
HELEN

Sick!

Cut to Moon Lake as five strands of black energy fly past Kate, Joe, Josh and Robyn. The energy is sucked into the box as Pandora’s spirit is totally sucked in. The box slams shut as Robyn holds onto it tightly. Silence fills the area as Kate backs away with fear.

JOE

Hey!
Kate turns, running into the woods. Robyn holds out her hand to stop Joe from following her. Helen and Adam appear from the woods as Debra rushes over to the unconscious Tommy. Joe, Robyn and Josh stare down at Takata, her eyes glazed over, her lifeless body still.

JOE

God… all she wanted was redemption.

ROBYN

I know it seems so wrong. But her death has

saved the world.

JOSH

I guess she got her redemption after all.

ROBYN

She finally did something with her life.

Joe looks away with regret as Tommy comes to. Debra helps him to sit up with a smile.

DEBRA

You have quite a bump there.

TOMMY

Did we win?

DEBRA

Yeah. We won.

Tommy manages a weak smile as Helen and Adam step over to the others.

ADAM

Is she-

JOSH

She is.

Helen steps up to Josh, embracing him tightly as Debra and Tommy walk over slowly, Debra helping him to stand.

TOMMY

We have to get rid of the Box.

ROBYN

Don’t worry. I’ll take care of the Box. I think

it’s about time the Order of Pandora were

reborn to make sure this never happens again.

JOE

You’re leaving?

ROBYN

It’s a pretty obvious conclusion Joe. I mean, I

was only here for one reason.

Joe looks slightly hurt as Robyn smiles meekly at her.

HELEN

Can we just get out of here? Please?

JOSH

What about all the bodies?

DEBRA

We leave them for the police.

JOSH

Including those cultist guys who could tell them

everything?

ADAM

I don’t think the cultists will betray their precious

Pandora, not even to spare themselves jail.

We pull back as everybody looks around the bloody, body-strewn Moon Lake one last time.

Fade to daybreak, as Sheriff Holdt, Deputy Kinmont and various officers trawl Moon Lake. Yellow tape surrounds the edges of the woodland whilst the mentally ill patients are loaded into a Country Manor van.

HOLDT

Just as well the park rangers got us in on this one.

We keep this to ourselves, right Kinmont?

KINMONT

You’ve got it sir. Not a word.

Holdt pulls off his hat, wiping his forehead with a look of anxiety as Takata’s body is gently eased into a body bag. Holdt looks down at her with disgust.

HOLDT

Goddamn foreigners.

Holdt turns away as the body bag is slowly zipped up, sealing Takata inside.

Cut to the Jacob’s residence, where Rose stands in the kitchen, baking some cookies. Adam steps up to her side with a meek smile, grabbing hold of her hand.

ADAM

I’m sorry.

ROSE

No… I’m sorry.

ADAM

You were right darling. I’m putting dangerous,

near-death experiences in front of my marriage

to the woman I love. But no more.

ROSE

I don’t want you to give up what you do sweetie,

I just want you to be here with me when it counts.

And I never want to loose you.

Adam smiles, gently wrapping an arm around her shoulders and kissing her on the forehead.

ADAM

You’ll never loose me Rose. I love you.

ROSE

I love you too.

They both smile warmly, holding one another.

Cut to Haddonfield’s Bus Depot as a queue of people stand by a coach. To the side of the queue, Joe, Josh and Helen stand opposite Robyn who wears a bulky rucksack.

HELEN

Take care of yourself, ok?

JOSH

We’re grateful that you helped saved the world.

ROBYN

I was born to do what I did… if I could change

that, I would. Doing what I did was the second

worst experience of my life.

HELEN

We all go through times of desperation where

we have to make a critical choice.

JOSH

And believe me, you made the right one.

ROBYN

Thank you.

Helen and Josh give a farewell nod and smile, turning and walking away slowly as Joe and Robyn stare at one another.

ROBYN

I don’t know what to say.

JOE

Well… let’s not say anything.

Robyn looks disheartened as Joe steps forwards, gently grabbing hold of Robyn and kissing her passionately. A few people in the queue stare, some with glee, others with disgust. Joe and Robyn part, both of them smiling at one another.

JOE

I understand what you did. And I think it was

the toughest act a person has to commit.

ROBYN

I’ll miss you.

JOE

You know how to use a telephone, right?

ROBYN

Do you?

Joe smirks as Robyn gently squeezes her hand.

ROBYN

I’ll see you again some day.

JOE

You better.

Robyn smiles, turning and joining the queue as the passengers board the coach. Joe steps back, waiting and watching until Robyn enters the coach, turning back to give one final wave. A tear runs down Joe’s cheek as we pull back.

Cut to the Blankenship House, where Tommy once again stands by his window overlooking the Myers house. Debra stands in the background with her arms folded.

DEBRA

This is the way it’s going to be, isn’t it?

TOMMY

Afraid so.

Tommy leans down, peering through his telescope as tears pinprick Debra’s eyes.

DEBRA

I can’t keep doing this. I thought that I could

but I just can’t Tommy.

TOMMY

You know where the door is.

DEBRA

You know your friendship means more than

that to me.

Tommy doesn’t respond as Debra clears her throat.

DEBRA

These sessions are clearly a waste of time.

But I’ll find a way of bringing you back.

One way or the other, the old Tommy Doyle

will occupy this shell of a person.

Tommy looks like something’s hit home with him as Debra exits the room with a slam of the door. For a brief flicker of a second, Tommy looks saddened by her exit but he soon resumes himself with peering through his telescope. We pull back slowly…

FADE TO BLACK over the Halloween Theme.
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