Halloween: The Series.

     Episode 5.21: Endgame Part 1
ADAM (VO)

Previously on Halloween: The Series…

There’s a rapid fire montage of: the Sun Stone, the Holy Grail, Hell’s Fire, Pandora’s Box, a Tide Jewel, The Thorn Ring and the Spear of Destiny.

We open on a shot of Haddonfield at night, the town as quiet as the grave.

HELEN (VO)

I just… I just can’t believe everything that’s happened. It just seems… unreal.

We rapidly move down into the town, moving slowly through the empty streets, as if from someone’s point of view.

HELEN (VO)

I know there were risks, we were taking Thorn on directly, it was always going to be dangerous.

We rapidly move forward suddenly, coming to the exterior of the Myers house which we look up at as it casts its menacing shadow over us.

HELEN (VO)

But we were friends. I had ideas of how bad things could get…

There’s a rumble of thunder. And then, moments later, lightning. The figure of the Shape is illuminated in one of the upstairs windows.

HELEN (VO)

… and I never expected things to end up the way they did. I don’t think any of us did.

The Halloween Theme comes on in full flow as we cut to a stormy night, the rain pouring down across the vast landscape. A broken down car sits on the roadside to Haddonfield, the bonnet lifted. Another car is parked beside it. A caption reads “21st October 1994”. We turn to see two figures. One running through the rain, half panicking and carrying something. The other we instantly recognise... Michael Myers in pursuit, butcher knife gleaming.

     As he runs the man hits a dip in the earth and trips onto his face. We see a emerald-incrusted spear, The Spear of Atlantis, spin away from him and land in the dirt. The man scrambles up, but cries out as he falls again, his ankle twisted. He twists onto his back and we notice the Thorn mark on his wrist. He looks up as the Shape bares down on him. He panics.

THORN REBEL

No, it was a mistake. I didn’t mean to! I… I can tell you who the traitors are! I can tell you who else betrayed you… I can…

He’s cut off as the Shape grabs him by the throat and lifts him up into the air.

THORN REBEL

Ngh… No… plea…ugh…

All he can is stare down into the black holes of the Shapes eyes, rain streaming down the mask. The Shape stabs upwards, under the man’s ribs and directly into his heart. The look of terror turns to agony and then his life is gone. The Shape drops the body and goes over and picks up the Spear of Atlantis. He then turns and disappears into the night.

Fade to Black.

     The Halloween Theme begins to play as we rise up over Haddonfield. The title card appears reading:

HALLOWEEN: the series

     The music becomes a far more rock and roll version of the theme tune and various images from seasons two and three flash up. The cast characters are named as:

Paul Rudd as TOMMY DOYLE

Carrie-Anne Moss as DEBRA LOOMIS

Rebecca Gayheart as HELEN JACOBS

with

Colin Baker as ADAM TRAVERS
Blankenship House, Exterior, Evening: Light rain comes down over Haddonfield as a caption appears reading “25th October 1994”. We see Debra’s car pull up outside and Debra jumps out, running to the house. She unlocks the door with a spare key, given to her by Tommy, and heads inside.

Tommy’s Room: Debra enters as Tommy looks up from his desk. He has Pandora’s Box out, looking over it. Debra half-smiles as she sees him.

DEBRA

I hope you’re not thinking of opening that.

TOMMY

(not looking up)

As if that would make the situation any worse.

DEBRA

We haven’t spoken in a while. It’s nearly Halloween and it’s as if we’ve already given up. Have we given up?

Tommy looks up at Debra and we suddenly realise that he’s recently been crying.

TOMMY

I can’t give up. Even if I have to go it alone, even if everyone else falls to the wayside. This was our one chance to stop them, once and for all.

DEBRA

It still can be Tommy. We haven’t always had the best luck but we have had victories. We still have your father, on the inside. Then there’s Valerie and her group.

TOMMY

Most of them are pacifists. But you’re right, we do have allies. 

DEBRA

We’re still a team, right?

Tommy finally cracks a small smile, almost a twitch but certainly a smile.

TOMMY

We’re a team.

Jacobs Residence, Kitchen: Adam and Rose are busy cooking a large casserole, both chopping vegetables and the like, stood next to each other. Helen, Josh, Joe and Sue all come in, laughing and joking.

HELEN

Don’t mind us mom, just grabbing some drinks, we’ll be out your hair in a moment.

Joe goes over and peers at the dish that Adam and Rose are preparing.

JOE

Looks good Mrs Travers-to-be.

Adam and Rose both go slightly red as Helen smirks. Josh meanwhile has gathered up four glasses and is pouring out lemonade for everyone. He passes one to Sue who smiles at him. They share a brief moment.

JOE

It must take getting used to, not having Garry around.

ROSE

It’s sad sometimes but I’m getting used to it. He’s doing well and writes often so it’s not too bad.

SUE

I’m glad, he deserves to succeed. Getting away from this place. Building his own life.

As the conversation threatens to fall silent Joe claps her hands together with enthusiasm and puts her arms round Sue and Helen’s shoulders.

JOE

Alright, we better let these two get on, if we want to eat any time this week. Another round of poker?

JOSH

Sure, but we’re still not making it strip poker.

JOE

Spoilsport. 

As they head back into the other room Adam smiles at Rose, his hand touching hers.

ADAM

You still miss him, of course.

ROSE

Of course. But I still have Helen at the moment. And you, Adam. 

Adam smiles and leans in and gives her a small kiss as we cut away to – 

Council Chamber, Ireland: A vast circular table is sat in a darkened, torch-lit room. Sat in one of four larger seats located at the compass  points we see ROGER BROSNAN, Josh’s biological father, though the other three are noticeably vacant. The seats are taken by the Thorn Council, all wearing ceremonial robes. At an entrance opposite Roger we see a group of figures enter. They are WILLOW COCHRAN, KAREN STAPLES, GREG BRADFORD and ALBERT DIXON (Episodes 5.4 – 5.6). Willow bows as he enters.

ROGER

Has he arrived?

WILLOW

He has.

ROGER

Then the triad is complete, are the preparations being made in America?

WILLOW

Everything is being prepared, we need only know the exact location it will be taking place.

ROGER

Need to know Willow, need to know. That information will be kept secret until the time is right, we still have enemies as you well know.

WILLOW

If you don’t mind me asking, what of Kane Manson? He can’t be trusted.

ROGER

He’ll be dealt with. Now, let the others know I’ll join them shortly.

Willow bows, turns and exits, his group following. Roger stands and walks behind his chair. He lifts a long black trench coat off of it and slips it on. He slips into spurred shoes and places a large hat on his head. He’s dressed in the Man in Black outfit. He turns and leaves the council chamber.

     Thorn Compound, Hallway: Roger Brosnan joins two other Men in Black in the hallway, the other two bathed in shadows. Roger shakes the hand of one of them, as he speaks his voice has become distorted.

ROGER

I hope things are well in America.

MIB

All is prepared. The equinox is upon us. The age of Thorn shall be eternal.

ROGER

Then let’s get on with it.

The three rulers of Thorn turn and head off down the hallway.

Jacobs Residence, Dining Room: Everyone is now sat around the Jacobs table, enjoying the meal prepared by Adam and Rose. Josh and Helen are sat next to each other, Sue and Joe opposite with Adam and Rose at either end. 

HELEN

Adam, could you pass the carrots?

ADAM

Here.

He passes the vegetables across and Helen starts dishing a portion out. As she does she glances across the table and out through the window, catching sight of something fly past, perhaps a bat. She gets lost in thought, staring out, her heartbeat echoing.

JOSH (VO)

Helen…

Helen turns to Josh. Josh stares directly at her, eyes piercing.

JOSH

He is coming.

Helen’s startled and surprised.

HELEN

What?

And everything is back to normal, Josh smiling at her.

JOSH

I said, after you with the carrots. Are you alright?

HELEN

Yeah, it’s nothing. Here.

She passes him the carrots and, shaking off the experience, gets back to her meal. Across the table Adam watches her, obviously suspecting something has occurred.

Haddonfield, Outskirts: We see a motorbike driving towards Haddonfield, the details obscured by the light rain and the dark of the night. We close in on the black helmet, the visor giving little clue as to who this is. As the figure rides into town we fade to black.

Haddonfield, Morning: A caption fades in reading “26th October 1994”. We move on down through the streets towards the Blankenship house.

     Blankenship House, Interior: A bunch of letters are posted through the door. We see BETH O’BRIEN run down and sort through the pile, taking her stuff. She turns to see Tommy coming down.

BETH

Hey. Here’s yours.

She hands him his mail.

TOMMY

Thanks.

He looks down, two bank statements and a hand-written letter.

BETH

From a friend?

TOMMY

Perhaps. Bye.

He turns and heads back up, leaving Beth once again bemused. Tommy heads into his room, throwing the two bank statements down onto the bed and tearing open the other letter. He turns it over and reads it.

Construction Site: Half of the old warehouse area of Haddonfield has been demolished, making way for a new set of housing and retailing. It’s currently under construction, with large amounts of machinery, piles of dirt and building materials scattered about the area.

     Tommy appears around a corner, looking about nervously. There’s no one about at the moment, though we see signs of activity across the other side of the area. Tommy wanders round a corner and finds a motorbike parked up against a large pile of bricks.

TOMMY

Where are you?

BIKE RIDER

Here.

Tommy turns to see the Bike Rider appear from around a slag heap. He pulls off his helmet to reveal CLARK DOYLE. Tommy holds up the letter.

TOMMY

Nice look. Lonnie would have approved. I got your letter, what’s all this about?

CLARK

I’ve risked a lot coming here, I can’t stay long. I know we’ve had our difficulties Tommy but this is bigger than us. Thorn are preparing for the equinox.

TOMMY

Halloween night. What can we do, Thorn holds all the cards. 

CLARK

It’s time for me to make a stand Tommy, one way or the other. We still have a chance to beat them.

TOMMY

What’s your plan?

CLARK

Not here. I need to head back in a few minutes or else I’ll be missed. They’re keeping tighter control as we approach the equinox. Bring everyone to Moon Lake tonight, by the Thorn cave. 

TOMMY

And I’m supposed to just trust you?

CLARK

Please, Tommy, we haven’t got the time for this.

TOMMY

Alright. We’ll be there. It had better be worth it.

CLARK

It will be. Thank you Son.

Tommy doesn’t say anything as Clark replaces his helmet and gets on the bike. He kicks the stand away and roars off, leaving Tommy to watch him go. Tommy sighs and turns. He walks a small distance and then stops, as if sensing something. Suddenly he dives to the floor as a knife flies over his head and imbeds in the slag heap beside him. He looks round, trying to find his attacker. He spots someone...

TOMMY

You…

A leather boot kicks him in the face and Tommy drops to the ground, out cold.

Jacobs Residence, Kitchen: Helen is washing up the dishes form the night before when Adam enters the room behind her. He coughs to get her attention.

HELEN

Morning Adam. Sleep well?

ADAM

Fine, thank you. I don’t see any need to beat about the bush. Helen, you saw something last night didn’t you? At dinner.

Helen nods, not trying to hide anything.

HELEN

I just didn’t want to spoil the evening. We deserve to have an enjoyable night with friends and family without any cryptic warnings.

ADAM

It could have been important.

HELEN

I heard Josh say someone was coming. I don’t know who he meant but that was all it was.

ADAM

We’ve been avoiding the issue for a while now but Halloween is approaching. You’re getting ominous messages now. I think it’s time we addressed these things. If we give up now Thorn will have already won before the equinox even comes.

Helen nods and then looks determined.

HELEN

Call Tommy and Debra, I’ll talk to the others. Let’s get things rolling.

Adam smiles as the Halloween theme starts to play and we cut to – 

Thorn Caverns: In an unknown location, deep underground we see Thorn cultists moving about in preparations. Coming out of side tunnel we see KANE MANSON, followed by two others, MALONEY (30, big built, blonde) and CARRIS (27, female, tall, brunette).  They head other to a private corner of the cavern where they meet another hooded cultist. The cultist pulls his hood to reveal himself to be IRA O’CONNELL (Episodes 3.14 to 3.17) who greets Kane with a handshake. Kane seems overtly polite, speaking as if in some form of code, a hidden meaning in his words.

IRA

My Lord.

KANE

No such titles here Ira, we have both returned to the true path of Thorn. And once the ritual is complete, we shall all be secure in our power.

IRA

The time approaches.

KANE

Then tell all our friends to be ready. When the time comes, we must do our part in Thorn’s destiny.

IRA

Of course my… Kane.

Ira heads off as Kane turns to face Maloney who looks quizzical.

KANE

Old friend. We go way back.

Construction Site, Building Structure: Tommy is tied down in the basic structure of a building, all infrastructure, scaffolding and supports. He shakes his head, groggily, and wakes up. He looks up at the figure who stands over him, a tall, slim, Mediterranean women wearing combat trousers and a flowery tank top: Takata (5.09)! Tommy is understandably shocked to find a woman he last saw in Greece standing before him in Haddonfield. Takata smiles, enjoying his surprise.

TAKATA

Glad to see you remember me Tommy Doyle.

TOMMY

Takata? What are you doing here?

TAKATA

I find myself asking the same question every day I spend away from my homeland. But here I am, with a gun to your head and the possibility of revenge within my reach.

TOMMY

You travelled half way round the world because we escaped you? Can’t say I knew you as well as Lonnie but that doesn’t sound like you.

TAKATA

It doesn’t, does it? Who are Thorn?

Tommy is noticeably surprised by her comment and she again enjoys this.

TOMMY

You’ve heard of them but don’t know who they are?

TAKATA

It seems that the men who hired me to obtain Pandora’s Box were in turn working for this Thorn. And Thorn don’t like loose ends.

TOMMY

They sent someone to kill you.

TAKATA

You catch on quick. However, I am not easily dealt with and I am skilled in torture. I got enough out of him to know I wasn’t safe. And so I came here. Perhaps for revenge, perhaps for help. I haven’t decided yet. So I ask you, American, who are Thorn?

She leans down, holding the barrel of her gun against the bottom of Tommy’s chin.

Blankenship House, Tommy’s Room: Debra, Adam and Helen enter Tommy’s room with Joe and Josh hanging back in the hallway to avoid crowding the space. They look somewhat concerned.

DEBRA

He’s definitely not here then.

ADAM

Look at this.

Adam has picked up the note Tommy received. He shows it to Debra. Helen comes over as they share a grim look between each other.

DEBRA

Think something could have happened?

HELEN

I think we should check it out.

The team turn and head off in search of their friend.

Construction Site, Building Structure: We return as Tommy finishes talking...

TOMMY

…and that’s the truth. If Thorn want you dead you have little chance of surviving forever, not on your own. 

TAKATA

So what, you think I should let you go… maybe even help you defeat this Thorn cult? Perhaps you are right. But perhaps I should have the satisfaction of killing you myself. It’s a difficult choice.

TOMMY

We’re your only hope Takata. You want to live, you’re going to have to help us.

TAKATA

I am in charge of my own destiny, I decide what I do or don’t do.

She kneels before him, holding the gun, waving it from side to side, an act of decision making that makes Tommy very uncomfortable.

     Construction Yard: The others arrive in Debra and Josh’s cars. They clamber out and look around, concerned. There’s no sign of their friend.

HELEN

I really have a bad feeling about this.

Josh grabs her arm, pointing at the ground. Drag marks lead from a nearby spot into the shell of a half-built building.

JOSH

Look. Wouldn’t you say that looks like a body has been dragged that way.

ADAM

Come on.

They all rush forward as a group, Helen, Adam and Josh leading the way. As they rush into the construction area they see Takata appear from behind a stack of girders, causing them all to freeze in their tracks.

DEBRA

You!

Before anyone can react Tommy comes running up behind Takata.

TOMMY

Wait, it’s ok. She’s going to help us!

The others are, of course, stunned.

Thorn Cavern: A more official arrangement with the Man in Black stood in front of a vast alter at one end of the room, candles arranged all around him. Stood before him are a selection of the highest ranking Thorn members, the four closest being Kane, Clark, Willow and REINETTE GARSON, a fifty-year-old female of French ancestry with greying hair and a cold look about her. The Man in Black addresses the group.

MIB

We are in the final stages of our preparations. The location of the ritual has been decided and will be given to the High Priests of Thorn only when absolutely necessary to maintain security. The artefacts will then be assembled from their holding locations and the ritual performed. Willow, the security of this event will be your responsibility.

WILLOW

Of course.

MIB

Clark, you will take charge of the organisation and delivery of the artefacts. Reinette, you and your followers are to watch over Michael.

KANE

And what of me?

MIB

You, Kane, will assist Clark in his task.

Kane looks as if he’ll protest but thinks better of it. However, his anger is very much evident... as is Willow’s amusement at this. The Man in Black turns away, indicating the end of the meeting.

MIB

That is all. The rest of you know your duties.

He vanishes into the shadows as the other members leave the cavern. Kane swoops away, bitterly. As they watch Reinette turns to Willow.

REINETTE

They still do not trust him. Wise.

WILLOW

When the time comes, we shall see where Kane’s loyalties truly lie.

Clark simply stares off deep in thought before turning and leaving the room himself.

Moon Lake, Cave Exterior, Dusk: We fade in on the old Thorn cave entrance at Moon Lake. Moving into the area we see Tommy, Debra, Adam, Helen, Josh, Joe and Takata. Takata is confident and seems to enjoy the awkwardness she brings to the situation. As they go Joe whispers to Helen.

JOE

You sure you can trust her?

HELEN

Not in the slightest. But we need all the help we can get right now. 

Tommy stops the group at the cave entrance and looks back.

TOMMY

Dad?

CLARK (VO)

I’m here.

Out of the shadows we see three figures appear. Clark Doyle, ROISIN (a 28-year-old, Irish female) and GERALD BUTLER (a 41-year-old American). Clark indicates them.

CLARK

These are Roisin and Gerald. Two others who work against Thorn from the inside. You can trust them.

FEMALE (VO)

I hope so.

Everyone looks to see VALERIE PROCTOR approaching them. She smiles at Josh who returns the gesture. Tommy looks at her quizzically. 

VALERIE

Clark invited me to this little gathering too.

TOMMY

So now we’re all here. What’s the news?

CLARK

As we all know Thorn are almost ready to perform their ritual, this coming Halloween. For this they needed a certain amount of raw mystical energy, taken from specific artefacts.

TOMMY

Which they have. We couldn’t stop them, they beat us at nearly every opportunity.

CLARK

Tommy, don’t sell yourselves short. What you all did has had an impact. True, they do have enough to conduct their rituals. But only just. You have Pandora’s Box and you destroyed the Amulet of Anubis. What you’re not aware of is that some agents working for me also stole the Rainbow Heart from Australia. They have enough… but only just.

JOSH

So if we could steal some of the artefacts…

CLARK

Then we could at least prevent the ritual taking place. Not as damaging as doing the counter-ritual but it would make Thorn’s powers less secure… perhaps giving us the chance to take further action.

GERALD

The artefacts are all hidden at different locations. We know one of them. The Staff of Atlantis was recently taken to Waylin Manor, along with the Sun Stone. 

CLARK

I have a plan to get you inside and I can tell you where they are but the rest is up to you. One other thing… Michael Myers is currently there.

This is obviously not news everyone wanted to hear.

DEBRA

And you think this is our only chance?

CLARK

Perhaps. The location where the ritual will take place is closely guarded and once it’s announced security will be such that I won’t be able to contact you.

TOMMY

Isn’t there any way of getting a message to us?

CLARK

There is. Only the dead will be forgotten so I’ve arranged for a little accident to occur.

TOMMY

What do you mean?

GERALD

I’ll die.

The group is once more shocked but Clark holds up his hands to explain. In one hand he holds a small bottle of silvery liquid.

CLARK

Once revealed we’ll smuggle the location out to you with Gerald’s body. This solution, Moradine, is a semi-mystical formula, it puts the body into a suspended state, echoing death. 

JOSH

Romeo and Juliet.

CLARK

Similar principal. Except the state will become very real unless the antidote is given within five days. I have a bottle of it which I will give to you, Tommy. 

TOMMY

Even with the location there’s no guarantee we’ll be able to do anything to stop them.

CLARK

It gives us all a chance. We have to move fast and we have to succeed. This is our last chance to succeed. I won’t be able to talk to you again after tonight, so I wish you all good luck.

He steps forward and grasps Tommy by the shoulders. Tommy looks at his father.

CLARK

I’m proud of you son. And I love you. Whatever happens, always remember that.

Tommy grows hard and determined, passion and fury filling his speech.

TOMMY

I’ll tell you what will happen, dad. We’re going to bring down Thorn once and for all. And we’re going to send Michael Myers straight to Hell where he belongs.

He turns to face everyone, determined and standing tall.

TOMMY

This has gone on long enough. It’s time we brought it to an end. Thorn don’t know who they are messing with.

The Halloween them kicks in, as a rapid montage of images flashes across the screen in quick succession: Michael Myers walking down a darkened corridor. Clark passing Tommy the Moradine antidote. Willow Cochran loading a gun. The Sun Stone being shut in a safe with the Staff of Atlantis. The Man in Black. A determined looking Tommy. A rapid flash of every member of the group at that meeting then darkness.

The sun rises over Haddonfield. A caption fades in reading “27th October 1994”. We cross fade to the Jacobs Residence. A number of vehicles are parked outside as we move forward through a downstairs window. In the living room we see Helen in front of Joe, a henna art kit by her side. She’s carefully painting a Thorn symbol onto Joe’s wrist. We see Takata stood looking at her wrist where a rune symbol is drying. We travel over to the doorway where Debra and Adam are watching.

DEBRA

Does it have to be them?

ADAM

Tommy has a good point. Thorn know us, if we’re to infiltrate then we need to use people they are less familiar with. And that’s Joe and Takata.

Takata appears to hear her name, approaching. Debra glares at her.

TAKATA

Don’t look so depressed, we’re all working together now. On the same side.

ADAM

You know none of us trust you.

TAKATA

That’s probably sensible. 

ADAM

You murdered your own father and you murdered Ashwell. You, young woman, are an immoral monster with nothing left for you in this world.

He’s obviously touched a nerve and Takata goes towards him threateningly but Debra’s arm shoots forward and grabs Takata by the hair, tipping her head back. Debra leans in close, staring Takata in the eyes.

DEBRA

You so much as touch me or my friends and have no doubt, I will kill you myself. Understood?

Takata grudgingly nods and Debra lets go. Takata goes back across the room as Debra turns to a shocked looking Adam.

DEBRA

Tonight is going to be an interesting experience.

Isolated Road, Night: We cut to later that night, an isolated road surrounded on vegetation either side. In the distance a car is seen driving through the night. It rapidly approaches and as it passes a certain spot a gun shot is heard and one of the tyres explodes. The car skids to a halt. The drivers door swings open and a robed CULTIST jumps out. He goes round to look at the tyre, kneeling down to examine it as Cultist #2 starts climbing out. Cultists #1 looks up to say something to find Joe’s boot connecting with his face. Cultist #2 goes to help but Takata leaps onto his back. Cultist’s #3 and #4 start climbing out just as Helen and Josh slam into the doors, crushing them half in and half out the vehicle. As Cultist #1 falls onto his back Joe leaps on top of him, placing her knee across his throat, choking him into unconsciousness. Takata twists Cultist #2’s neck with a sickening snap and lets the body drop as she stands to her feet. Josh glares at her.

JOSH

The plan wasn’t to kill anyone.

TAKATA

I got the job done.

JOE

We haven’t got time for arguments. Let’s get these robes off and tie them up.

HELEN

I just hope Clark was right about the password.

As they start to steal the robes we cut to an hour or so later...

Waylin Manor: A large manor house sits in the middle of a large, isolated landscape of hills and vegetation. It has a somewhat French design, built by an architect who brought his European styling to the New World. All the windows are covered over and the front entrance is a huge, sturdy, wooden double-door. 

     We see the same car as before driving up to the house, a new tyre replacing the damaged one. Inside the car we find Joe, Takata, Helen and Josh dressed in the Thorn robes. As they approach Josh turns to face Takata.

JOSH

Stick to the plan. Any funny business and you can kiss your ass goodbye. Got it?

TAKATA

All you Americans are so friendly.

The car pulls to a halt and the group gets out. Joe leads the way, Takata just to her die with Helen and Josh at the back. All of their hoods cover their faces. They approach the door and knock. A hatch slides away and a pair of eyes appear.

EYES

Show and tell.

The four of them hold up their wrists, displaying the Thorn symbols Helen painted on. The henna art looks indistinguishable from a real tattoo, especially in the gloomy light. Lower their wrists Joe speaks.

JOE

Ostara. Lammas. Thorn.

The hatch slams shut. There’s the sound of a key in the lock and the door grinds open. The doorman (Eyes) is a huge bulk of a man, more muscle than anything else. Shaven head and sporting a grey beard, he’s not the sort they want trouble from. 

EYES

You’re late. 

JOE

Traffic.

EYES

Yeah, figures. End of the hallway, first door on the right. He’ll be with you when he’s free.

Joe nods and the four of them enter the house. Eyes looks about and then slams the heavy door shut as thunder rumbles in the distance.

Ditch: In a muddy ditch between fields some distance away Tommy looks at Waylin Manor through a pair of binoculars. Debra and Adam sit either side of him.

DEBRA

See anything?

TOMMY

They’ve gone inside. Looks like the plans worked.

ADAM

Or they’re letting them in to deal with them easier.

TOMMY

It’s possible.

DEBRA

A bundle of laughs, you two.

TOMMY

Shame Valerie was busy with her lot, could do with all the help we can get. I think I’ve found the best way to enter.

ADAM

We better get moving then. This distraction is not about to cause itself.

The others nod as they start heading along the ditch, along some predetermined route towards the house.

Waylin Manor, Library: A vats library, books lining the walls, not unlike the one belonging to Lord Taranis. The group of four enter, look around and close the door. They wait a few moments and relax when there is no sign of anyone approaching. Keeping quiet still, the group gather to talk, pulling their hoods down.

JOE

Alright, looks like they bought it.

TAKATA

So now what do we do?

HELEN

If you listened you’d know. Clark said the artefacts are hidden on the third floor…

Helen pulls out a piece of paper and unfolds it revealing a crude map.

HELEN

It’s in a locked safe in the observatory. The key is kept on the second floor in the western office. It might take some time finding the safe so we’ll split up. Josh and I will grab the key whilst you two head on to the observatory. Once the others cause their distraction we grab the artefacts and go.

JOE

Got it. What if we’re missed?

HELEN

Hopefully they won’t realise we’re not here until it’s too late. Take the map, I have another. Now let’s get going.

JOSH

I love it when you give orders.

Joe looks like she’s going to say something but simply smirks to herself. Takata isn’t happy about being with Joe but goes along with the plan. Pulling their hoods up the two groups head out through separate doors.

Waylin Manor, Observatory: A vast room with a massive glass ceiling looking out across the nights sky. Benches fill the edges of the room, cluttered with maps, star charts and telescopes. A massive map of the night sky and constellations covers the floor and we notice the Thorn constellation amongst them.

     Stood in the centre of the room we see a Man in Black looking upwards. He turns towards us to reveal himself to be Roger Brosnan. LENNIE, a cultist, enters and bows before he begins to speak.

LENNIE

Sir, the escorts for the artefacts have arrived.

ROGER

Good. I need to organise some things in my office first and then I shall go and see to them. Dismissed.

Lennie turns and runs out. Roger looks back at the stars with a smile.

ROGER

It is almost time.

He looks forward and strides from the room.

Waylin Manor, Stairway: Helen and Josh are heading up a stairway to the second floor. They reach the top and as they do a door swings open and a YOUNG GIRL of around ten years of age. Her hair is tied back into two pigtails and she wears plain, dark clothing. She looks up and smiles at them both. They look back, uncertain what to do and somewhat unnerved. Suddenly Lennie appears, placing a hand on her shoulder and looking at the others.

LENNIE

Excuse Jennifer, she’s getting excited, what with the equinox approaching. I’m sure you know how kids can be.

He leads Jennifer back into the room. She looks back one time and catches Helen’s eyes. Jennifer’s look is cold, empty. And familiar. Jennifer Aldred, previously seen in episode 3.13: Season of the Damned. A little older, a member of Thorn. As she disappears Josh and Helen look at each other, unspoken words between them.

JOSH

I know. This gets creepier by the second.

They carry on down the hallway.

Waylin Manor, Kitchen: The kitchen is dark and empty though there are signs that food has been prepared here recently such as dirty dishes, empty food packaging and so forth. 

     Into the room we see Joe and Takata appear. Takata looks round in disgust.

TAKATA

Why exactly are we here?

JOE

Because the kitchen has a elevator straight to the third floor, very close to the observatory. I guess for parties hosted up there or some shit like that. Now shut up and come on, we’re on a schedule.

TAKATA

You do operations like this a lot?

JOE

You wouldn’t believe. Usually with people I like though, not homicidal bitches like you.

Takata once again has to control her anger. They reach the back of the kitchen and find a small door that slides open to reveal a small elevator, just big enough for one person and the trolley that rests in it. Removing the trolley they both step in.

Waylin Manor, 2nd Floor Hallways: Josh and Helen turn a corner to see two figures stood further ahead at a T-junction in the hallway. They quickly duck back round the corner and watch, hoping not to be seen. With his back to them is Roger, talking to Karen Staples. Josh and Helen whisper to each other.

HELEN

Karen Staples. 

JOSH

The other person, that’s one of their leaders.

Karen is obviously reporting to Roger.

KAREN

Willow wants me to reassure you that he’s made all the arrangements for the security of the event. He only needs to know the location and he can finalise everything.

ROGER

Willow has done well, he has a bright future in Thorn. As do you Miss Staples. Pass on my gratitude.

KAREN

Of course Mr Brosnan.

Karen does a small bow and heads off as Josh’s eyes widen. Mr Brosnan. Roger Brosnan. His father. He glances at Helen who realises moments later. They both watch as Roger heads off down the right corridor. They come out of hiding and head down to the junction. Getting there they check both ways before turning to each other.

JOSH

I’m going after him.

HELEN

Josh, no, we’re heading the other way. 

JOSH

Look, I know we have a lot to do. And you can do it. But he’s my father. I need to at least see his face. This is my chance Helen. It’s almost time for the others to make their move, you have to get on.

HELEN

Josh…

JOSH

Don’t argue. I love you.

He leans forward and kisses Helen gently on the lips.

HELEN

I love you too.

JOSH

You get that key. I’ll catch you up.

He smiles at her and heads off, down the corridor and round a corner. Helen looks after him sadly and conflicted before heading the other way.

Waylin Manor, Exterior: A large window sits in an alcove along the side of the house. Tommy, Debra and Adam are ducked down beneath the window, sheltered from view from all but one direction. Tommy holds a crowbar whilst Debra has a small tool kit next to her. Adam peers up carefully into the window. Though the curtain is drawn there is a slight gap showing the Dining Hall beyond which appears to be empty. Adam rejoins the others.

ADAM

The coast is clear, at least for now.

DEBRA

How long left until we make our move?

TOMMY

Just under ten minutes.

ADAM

I hope they have that key.

Waylin Manor, 2nd Floor Western Office: Helen opens the door and enters the darkened room. She looks around at the bare furnishings and decides to explore the solitary desk that takes up most of the space.

     2nd Floor Corridors: Josh heads cautiously down another corridor. As he goes he lifts his hood over his head and calls out.

JOSH

Mr Brosnan? I have a message from Willow.

There’s no reply. Josh carries on through a door ahead. He enters another hallway just quick enough to see a figure disappear through another door. Josh looks grimly determined and heads towards it.

     3rd Floor Hallway: We see an open elevator door and notice Joe and Takata disappearing through a doorway. As they do two Cultists appear at the end of the hallway, walking in their direction. The two cultists reach the same door and open it. As the first walks through we Takata strike him across the head as Joe grabs the other and pulls him inside, slamming the door shut behind them as she does so.

     2nd Floor Western Office: Helen rips open a drawer and finds a chain containing a large number of keys. This is obviously what she was looking for. She smiles and pockets the keys and turns to the door. As Karen Staples enters. 

KAREN

Don’t mind me I’m just…

She pauses in her walk across the room as she suddenly realises who she is talking to. 

KAREN

You.

She goes to reach for a gun tucked into her belt but Helen leaps onto the desk and down towards Karen. The two women fall to the floor in a heap.

     2nd Floor Eastern Office: Josh swings the door open into the darkened room beyond. It’s another office, pretty much identical to the western one but with different clutter. The only light is from a lamp sat on the desk. The big revolving chair against it has its back to the door, the figure Josh followed is sat in it. Hood pulled up Josh cautiously approaches the other side of the desk, the door swinging gently shut behind him. There is no more movement.

JOSH

Mr Brosnan, I have a message, sir.

There’s no reaction. At least at first. Then, slowly, and accompanied by the creek of the chair, the figure rises. Josh looks nervous, his senses screaming warnings.

JOSH

Roger Brosnan….?

The Shape turns the lamp light, shining against the pale mask. Light dances across Josh’s face, glistening off of the butcher knife held clasped in the burnt, scarred hand. 

JOSH

Michael!

Josh pulls the hood down as he stares at the still form of the Shape. Suddenly it’s tombstone, neither making a move in the darkness. The silence is cutting. And then Josh moves, violently shoving the desk into the Shape at the same time as the killer swipes across it at Josh. The Halloween theme kicks in as the knife slashes across Josh’s shoulder, creating a long but shallow cut on his shoulder. Josh turns and bolts for the door as the Shape comes round the desk in pursuit.

     Observatory: Joe and Takata enter the large room, looking about urgently. Joe notices a large painting of druids stood atop a hill around a burning bonfire.

JOE

Oh come on, that’s just predictable.

She heads over and lifts off the painting to reveal a locked safe, a single key hole the only mark in its clear, steel surface. Joe looks at Takata whose stood by the doorway, looking actually very sexy.

JOE

You did alright in the fight back there.

TAKATA

I don’t need false praise from you.

JOE

Yeah, that’s fine, just keep an eye out for any other cultists. The others should be here soon.

2nd Floor Western Office: The Halloween theme comes back in loud as we see Helen struggling with Karen. Karen rolls Helen onto her past and straddles her, pulling a knife from her boot. Helen grabs Karen’s wrist in one hand and her hair in the other. She pulls and forces Karen off of her, rolling herself on top. The knife flies forward again but Helen grabs the hand and bites deep, causing Karen to drop the knife. Helen grabs the knife, jumps up, kicking Karen in the stomach as she does. She then turns and runs from the room as Karen staggers up and slowly out the room after her.

KAREN

Intruders! Someone get here, it’s them, they’re here!

She staggers to a halt, coughing, holding her stomach.

     Dining Hall: The window swings open as Debra uses her tool kit to remove the lock on it. Adam, Tommy and Debra clamber through as quietly as they can. Once in, Debra shuts the window back up. The gang quickly head over to each door, listening at them, peering through cracks in the door. Adam indicates a small door leading towards the back of the house.

ADAM

That’s probably our best route.

TOMMY

Alright. Everybody ready to make a distraction?

DEBRA

Let’s get this going.

Tommy lifts up the tool kit and then throws it violently towards the window which they just clambered through. The window shatters as Tommy hits the glass away with the tool kit. They look round back at the nearest doorway.

DEBRA

Think we made enough noise?

ADAM

I’d say.

The group turn and head through the small door just moments before the double doors at the other end of the room burst open and Eyes enters followed by Cultist #5 and Cultist #6. 

EYES

The window. Get after them, that way!

He points to the door the gang went through and the cultists head over as Eyes turns back out the room... to find Roger Brosnan stood there.

EYES

Sir, I didn’t realise you were there. There are intruders.

ROGER

More than there would first appear. I want the house searched, get everyone on it. Then get after them. I want this chaos stopped.

2nd Floor Hallway: Josh bursts out a door and runs along another hallway, he looks panicked and confused. The house is large and he doesn’t know the layout. Seconds later the Shape appears behind him, striding after his intended target. Josh spins on his heels, seeing the Shape before turning a corner. The hallway ends in a single door. He can’t go back so Josh surges forward, smashing through the door.

     2nd Floor Storage Room: It’s a dead end. As the Shape appears in the hallway Josh slams the door shut and grabs a heavy cabinet. Using all his strength he tips it in front the door, jamming it shut. He starts piling stuff up even as the Shape starts rattling the handle.

     3rd Floor Stairway: Helen runs up the stairway, glancing back as she goes. As she reaches the top Lennie appears, gun held in hand. Helen, without breaking her stride, grabs his arm and swings him down the stairs. Lennie tumbles head over heels, dropping his weapon as Helen carries on. Lennie picks himself up.

LENNIE

Damn kid.

Observatory: Takata listens at the door as Joe paces the room, looking at her watch. 

JOE

They’re late. Hell, this is so not going to plan.

TAKATA

I hear someone com…

Her sentence is cut off as she’s knocked off her feet as the door bursts open. She hits the ground, sliding as Karen Staples and Cultist #7 and #8 run in. Karen sees Joe and smiles as she raises her gun.

KAREN

Oh look, I got myself the dyke.

She fires the gun. The bullet misses however, on account of Karen being barged forward. Helen has come up behind the three, knocking them apart. The gun slides under a desk as chaos breaks out in the room. Takata leaps up, attacking one cultist as Joe runs to join the conflict.

     2nd Floor Storage Room: The Shape smashes his fist at the door, cracking it. Josh looks around the room and sees a small window that goes out onto a lower section of roof. He sighs as he goes open and forces it open. Behind him the Shape’s fist appears through a hole, ripping away at the lock. Josh starts to climb out.

     Library: Tommy, Adam and Debra burst into the library, slamming the door shut behind them. They look round, judging the room and getting their bearings.

DEBRA

According to Clark we’re near the main entrance.

TOMMY

Hopefully we’ve given them the chance they needed. 

ADAM

If they kept to schedule.

TOMMY

We have to go by what we know.

They hear shouts from behind a door and quickly move into defensive positions. Tommy lifts his crowbar and as Eyes runs through strikes the cultist with it. Cultist #5 trips over Eyes and falls to the ground. Cultist #6 however leaps them both and punches at Debra. Debra falls but as she does grabs Cultist #6’s hand and twists it round. She grabs his palm and fingers separately and theirs a sickening crack as she breaks his fingers. He cries out as he falls to the floor. Eyes blocks Tommy’s second blow, punching  him in the gut. Adam runs to help but Eyes grabs the man and lifts him off the ground, slamming him into a bookshelf. Cultist #5 rushes forward to leap at Debra who ducks down, causing him to fall over her. 

     2nd Floor Storage Room: The Shape is almost through as Josh gets his balance outside the window. The Shape finally bursts through, butcher knife in hand and heads over to the window. On the roof Josh balances himself and starts walking along it. It’s very narrow, a long drop on one side and the wall of the next floor up on the other and no visible way down. Josh starts to look worried and glances back at the Shape climbing out after him.

JOSH

Shit. How the hell do I get myself into these situations…

He looks about for a clue as to what to do and notices an old guttering pipe about two metres above the section of roof he’s on. He jumps up and grabs it, pulling himself up. The pipe runs up that side of the house to the roof. With no other choice Josh starts trying to climb the old pipe. Behind the Shape gains his balance and starts to move.

     Observatory: Karen Staples punches out at Joe who ducks the blow and kicks her opponents feet out from underneath her. As Karen hits the floor we see Lennie and Cultist #9 rush into the room. The odds are against them now. Helen kicks Cultist #7 off of her and rolls across and stands, grabbing a telescope from off a desk. As Cultist #9 rushes her she smashes it across his face. He goes down, spitting out blood as he does so. Takata meanwhile has just finished punching Cultist #8’s face into a  bloody mess when Lennie grabs her from behind swinging her into a shelving unit. The items crash down upon her. Karen has regained her footing and circling a work bench with Joe on the other side.

KAREN

Can’t keep this up all day girl.

JOE

I’m all woman, bitch.

Joe suddenly surges forward, putting her hands on the bench and swinging her legs across it and into Karen. However, though Karen is knocked back, Cultist #9 appears behind Joe shoving her violently. Joe, in mid-kick loses her balances and falls, hitting her head on the corner of the bench as she does so.

     Library: Eyes has Tommy lifted off his feet and is slamming him repeatedly into the wall. His massive bulk, almost entirely muscle, is putting a lot of force into it. Adam jumps onto Eyes back but the large man just ignores him. Tommy cries out in pain as he’s slammed once again. Cultist #5 has Debra held back, swinging a knife at her, whilst we notice Cultist #6 dashing from the room, cradling his broken hand. Debra grabs a heavy book off a shelf behind her and tosses it at Cultist #6, knocking the knife form his hand. She lunges forward, barrelling into him, sending them both falling through a nearby doorway and out into the hall beyond. Eyes still has Tommy at his mercy and Adam has given up his original attack and is looking round for a weapon. He runs over and grabs a small chair and rushes towards Eyes. Sensing something, Eyes drops Tommy and turns, holding an arm up to block the blow. The chair shatters across his arm.

EYES

You’re starting to irritate me.

He grabs a shattered chair leg and swings it into Adam’s chest, winding the older man even as Tommy starts to recover behind him.

     Roof: Josh pulls himself up the top of the pipe and onto the roof. He looks down and is concerned when he realises the Shape is no longer below him.

JOSH

Where’ve you gone.

He looks round, he’s at the very top of the house. The room isn’t flat, it rises and falls in several sections and some distance to his right he can see the glass dome of the observatory. He heads over to it even as we see a burnt hand appear over the side of the roof.

     Observatory: Karen is stood back watching in amusement as Cultist #9, still bleeding, and Lennie get a tight grip on Helen. Takata is still struggling to get out from under the heavy shelving. Suddenly there’s a click. And Joe has Karen’s own gun to her head. Karen’s amusement instantly goes away.

JOE

Whose laughing now?

KAREN

Everybody stop!

Lennie and the Cultists freeze. Takata finally pulls herself free, dusting herself down. Helen smiles at Joe who returns the gesture.

JOE

Yeah, I know, what would you do without me? Alright, let her go. Helen, get to the safe.

KAREN

You’ll never get away with this.

JOE

Looks to me like we are.

Helen pulls the set of keys from her pocket and heads over to the safe.

JOE

Hurry and find the right key, don’t want more of these creeps turning up.

HELEN

It’s one of the five red keys.

KAREN

And how do you know that anyway?

JOE

That’s our little secret, now shut up.

She presses the gun closer to Karen’s temple.

     Library: Eyes is circling around the centre table, Adam just managing to stay out of his reach. Tommy pulls himself up, spitting blood out of his mouth as he does so. Adam gets over to Tommy and grabs him by the shoulder.

ADAM

I suggest we retreat.

At which point the double doors at the end of the room burst open and a group of familiar faces enter.

WILLOW

I can’t say I’m surprised.

Willow stands with Greg, Albert and a couple of other cultists. Greg looks around at the chaos in the library.

GREG

Man, you trashed this place. Sir, I reckon their other friends have got to be around here somewhere.

WILLOW

Find them.

Greg grins, pulling a gun from his robes, before turning and leaving the room. Eyes comes up behind Tommy and Adam and grabs an arm each, twisting them back.

EYES

What shall I do with them Mr Cochran?

WILLOW

We’re taking them with us. Tie them up and lock them in my van out front. 

Eyes nods as he drags Tommy and Adam out of the room.

     Roof: Josh approaches the glass roof of the observatory and glances down into the room below. He sees Helen stood at the safe and the stand off is still going on. Suddenly he hears a tile slide loose behind him, sliding down and shattering on the ground far below. Josh spins to see the Shape almost upon him. The Shape lunges forward, swinging his butcher knife in a wide arc. Josh dives aside with just inches to spare. He clambers across the roof and rolls down a slope into a dip. The Shape comes after him as Josh struggles to regain his footing. Josh clambers up the slight slope of the roof section, diving past the Shape once again. As the knife brushes above his head Josh glances back, catching the cold, empty gaze of his attacker. The blackest eyes. The devil’s eyes.

JOSH

Why, Michael? Why do you do this!?

Josh’s anger and annoyance has almost become frustration. He expects no answer and isn’t disappointed. The Shape surges forward and Josh, instead of dodging back, ducks down and tackles the Shapes legs. The Shape stumbles back, falling, as Josh rolls back down the other slope of the roof, separating them slightly.

JOSH

We’re going to stop you Michael. You, Thorn, everything. It’s going to end.

The Shape stands, ready to attack Josh again. Josh stands, prepared.

JOSH

You killed my sister you son of a bitch. I’m waiting for you Michael. Come on!

And the Shape surges forward.

     Observatory: With a click the safe door swings open. Helen turns to Joe and grins.

JOE

Alright. Are they there?

Helen turns round and holds up the Staff of Atlantis and the Sun Stone. Karen glares.

KAREN

You’ll nev…

JOE

Say “you’ll never get away with this” one more time and I’ll shoot you right now just so I don’t have to put up with your constant bitching.

Helen heads over to Joe. Joe produces a small rucksack form under her robe into which Helen places the two artefacts. Takata heads over so the three stand together, Karen as their hostage. Joe smiles.

JOE

Guess that didn’t go too badly.

There’s an explosion of shattering glass. Cultist #7  cries out as glass rains down upon him, slicing into him, blood pouring everywhere. The Shape and Josh both fall and hit the floor from the observatory above, the Shape breaking Josh’s fall. 

JOE

I so jinxed that.

HELEN

Josh!

Josh rolls off of the Shape, grunting as he cuts himself on the glass floor. The Shape sits up, unharmed. Helen rushes over, helping Josh up as Karen smiles smugly.

KAREN

What are you going to do now?

Joe looks at Helen and Josh as they run over.

JOE

If I threaten to kill her, you think he’ll stop?

KAREN

I wouldn’t count on it.

The Shape slowly stands. The gang have to make a quick choice. Helen grabs Karen and shoves her forward, towards the other cultists as the four of them run to the exit, Joe training the gun on the group until they’re all through the door. Once gone Lennie goes to move forward but Karen indicates for him to stop. She turns her head to see the Shape.

KAREN

I’d advise you not to get in his way.

The Shape moves forward, pursuing the group as the cultists watch him go.

     Library Hallway: One of the smaller hallways leading off from the library, dark and empty except for Debra and an unconscious cultist. She moves away from a listening position at the door, obviously having heard her friends capture. She looks down at the unconscious cultist. She bends down and starts to remove his robes.

     Dining Hall: Roger Brosnan sweeps into the room, followed by Willow. As the door swings shut behind them Roger turns to face his subordinate. 

ROGER

Things are not going as smoothly as we could have hoped.

WILLOW

I was not put in charge of the artefacts. I believe that was Clark and Kane’s duty. I find it odd that they seemed to know exactly where to look.

ROGER

You suspect a traitor within the cult?

WILLOW

I would not presume.

ROGER

Clark has always been loyal. Kane cannot be trusted but in this case I don’t think he is involved. But this matter isn’t my prime concern. This situation will be dealt with.

WILLOW

What else is there?

ROGER

We will be over seeing the event but we need to designate a Ritual Master to lead the ceremony. Reinette is skilled but, I think, this is a task that you would perform most adequately. 

WILLOW

Sir, it would be my greatest honour.

Willow bows, a sadistic smile across his face.

     3rd Floor Hallway: The gang come to a t-junction in the hallways, looking either way and are uncertain which way to go. Helen seems to think over the way she came.

HELEN

The stairs are to the right!

Helen and Takata start moving off first, Josh goes to follow when a scarred fist bursts through the thin wall in front of him knocking him down. In a blur of chaos, the Shape smashes through into the hallway between the two groups.

HELEN

Josh!!!

JOSH

Run!

Helen looks on helplessly as Joe helps Josh to his feet and they run the opposite way. Takata heads off and Helen follows. The Shape pauses a second before turning and heading off after Josh and Joe.

     Takata and Helen round another corner and start heading down. Helen suddenly hears a footsteps coming. She grabs Takata and drags her into a nearby cupboard just as Karen, Lennie and two cultists round the corner, running past in search of them. In the cupboard Takata hisses at Helen.

TAKATA

This is insane, why did I let myself get involved with your people.

HELEN

You got involved when you betrayed your people for money Takata. Deal with it.

Certain the coast is clear, they slowly open the door and slide out as quietly as possible and head on down the hallway.

     Elevator Hallway: Josh and Joe stumble round the corner moments before the Shape comes after them. Josh is obviously dazed from his previous blow and Joe is helping him along.

JOE

Come on Josh, almost there!

She drags him along and into the elevator, where he crashes into the wall. She slides the door across and hits the button. The Shape reaches the elevator swiping his knife through the gaps in the door. Joe dodges the blow by less tan an inch as the elevator starts to move. The Shape quickly withdraws as they descend. He then turns and heads back down the hallway the way he came.

     3rd Floor Stairway: Helen and Takata have found their way to the stairway, running to the top of it. However they find Greg and several cultists coming up towards them. Takata looks at Helen with a mixture of fear and hatred.

TAKATA

I’m not dying for any of you.

She grabs Helen by the shoulders and flings her down the stairs. The shocked Helen crashes into Greg, causing a chain reaction amongst the others. As they fall into a heap at the bottom of that section of stairs, Takata disappears back into the house. Helen shakes her head, dazed as Greg gets a grip of her. She starts to struggle.

HELEN

Get off of me!

Greg puts a revolver to her cheek and she stops fighting. He looks up where Takata previously stood.

GREG

I gotta say Helen, I love the crowd you hang out with these days. Get up!

He drags her to her feet as the other cultists help restrain her. Greg leans in close.

GREG

You think you had it bad with your dad… you haven’t seen nothing yet.

He grabs her by the hair and drags her off with his group.

     Kitchen: The elevator reaches the bottom of the shaft, sliding into the kitchen. Inside Josh is looking and feeling a lot better, no longer needing Joe’s aid. Before they get out Joe takes off her rucksack containing the artefacts.

JOSH

What are you doing?

JOE

Last thing any of Thorn knew, I had the artefacts. Take my rucksack, it might give us a better chance of getting them out of here.

JOSH

Ok, good call.

Josh takes the rucksack, slipping it on under his Thorn robes. They slide the elevator door open and climb out. As they do a Thorn Cultist appears to the right of them. Joe goes forward to punch but the cultist blocks the blow and shoves Joe back. The cultist lifts up her arms and pulls back her hood.

DEBRA

Relax, it’s just me.

JOSH / JOE

Debra!

JOSH

Glad to see you’re alright.

 DEBRA

Don’t celebrate too soon, Willow’s here and he’s got Tommy and Adam locked up in his van out front.

JOE

Shit, this just gets better and better. We got the artefacts at least.

DEBRA

That’s good news at least. Come on, let’s get moving.

The group head off through the kitchen.

     Dining Hall: Willow turns to see Greg entering, dragging Helen forward. He throws her to the ground and trains his gun on her.

GREG

Brought you a present, sir.

WILLOW

Excellent work Greg.

He looks down at Helen who is composing herself.

WILLOW

You should never have tried to stand against Thorn.

Ground Floor Hallway: Debra, Joe and Josh are heading along the corridor. As they go a door opens up behind them and Eyes walks out. He looks to the side and is stunned to see them.

EYES

Hey!

They glance back to see Eyes surging forward. He crashes into Josh, grabbing him and lifting him off the ground by the shoulders and slamming him into the wall. A group of cultists appear out the door after him... too many.

JOSH

Run! Just run!

Debra seems to hesitate but Joe pushes her on, the two of them fleeing with the cultists in pursuit. Josh kicks out at Eyes, catching him in the stomach. Eyes isn’t phases and throws Josh to the floor. He lifts a massive foot and stomps down on Josh’s chest. Josh cries out, going foetal as Eyes grabs him by the throat and drags him up. He looks Josh in the eyes and Josh spits in his face.

JOSH

Asshole.

Eyes glares and punches Josh in the face violently. Josh flies back into the wall and Eyes rushes to ram him. Josh side steps and Eyes crashes into the wall, shattering the plaster and wood. Eyes snarls as he turns to be met with a volley of punches.  On the fifth punch Eyes grabs Josh’s fist and starts to squeeze, sending waves of agony over Josh. Eyes reaches out but Josh pulls away and ducks around and past the large man. He grabs a painting off of the wall and smashes it round Eyes back. Eyes barely flinches as he turns to face Josh.

JOSH

I’m guessing you’re too damn stupid to realise you should be in agony by now?

EYES

Bring on the pain, kid.

Josh jumps back a few steps as Eyes comes at him.  He starts pulling off his robes as he does so. Eyes seems a bit baffled but moments later he lunges again. He smashes into Josh but Josh uses the larger mans weight against him, leaning back and flinging Eyes over him and to the ground next to him. Eyes grunts in agony as Josh jumps up and lands on Eyes back, wrapping the robes around the huge mans throat. He pulls them tight, putting all his weight on Eyes back and pulling back. Eyes struggles and tries to shake Josh up. He slowly tries to stand despite Josh’s weight as Josh continues to keep the pressure. Josh grits his teeth as Eyes gets on his knees and starts trying to claw at the robes around his throat. Sweat pours down Josh as he keep it up and Eyes looks dizzy, his skin turning a shade of purple. Josh puts all his strength into it as Eyes makes a half-strangled gargling noise and then pitches forward. He crashes to the ground, still, as Josh keeps on pulling for several seconds. He finally lets go, exhausted as Eyes is still, the life gone from his body.

     Library Hallway: We see Debra and Joe exhausted, leaning against the walls.

JOE

Think we lost them?

DEBRA

Yeah, I think so.

They hear footsteps approaching and both lift the hoods of their robes and stand straight up. Lennie comes round the corner with Jennifer. He sees the two of them stood, as if guarding the doorway.

LENNIE

Alright, the words been given, we’re moving out.

JENNIFER

It’s almost time!

LENNIE

Certainly is. Come on you two, let’s get going.

He indicates the door. They both turn and head into the library as Lennie puts up his hood and they enter the room which is filled with numerous other robes cultists. Lennie calls out as he enters the library.

LENNIE

Alright people, break up into groups of five, transport is around the back. We’re heading to the safehouse.

Under their hoods Joe and Debra look concerned as they’re swept up amongst all the other cultists who starts shuffling from the library.

     Dining Hall: The room is now empty as Josh enters. He looks round briefly then runs over to the smashed window. He notices a Thorn cultists stood outside guarding it. The cultist turns, hearing his footsteps, just in time to find Josh leaping through the window directly at him. The cultists goes down, hitting his head with a satisfying crack against the ground. Josh looks about and starts heading round the side of the house.

     Observatory: Willow, Karen and Greg are looking round the chaos. Willow isn’t happy about the situation.

WILLOW

It should never have come to this.

KAREN

If Clark is a traitor he will be exposed by the time of the equinox. 

WILLOW

We have hostages. If they have gotten away with the artefacts then all is not lost. 

GREG

Josh won’t abandon Helen.

WILLOW

Very well. We will regroup and plan our next move.

The three of them turn and head from the room.

     Black Van: Tommy and Adam are chained up in the back of the van. Tommy is still struggling but Adam seems to have already given up.

ADAM

It’s not good Tommy, they’re fixed in place.

TOMMY

We have to get out of here.

They hear an odd thump noise. They look up baffled. Moments later the engine roars into life and the vehicle starts to move.

ADAM

Too late now it seems.

And then a hatch slides open into the front compartment and a familiar voice comes through. Adam and Tommy grin brightly.

JOSH

Hi guys!

ADAM

Young man, I’ve never been so glad to you.

JOSH

Thanks Adam. Had to borrow the keys from the driver, he’ll probably recover. Probably.

TOMMY

Where are the others?

Suddenly some of the joy has gone, Josh becomes more grim.

JOSH

I don’t know. I’ve got the artefacts but we all lost contact.  Thorn are too aware, it’s too dangerous.

TOMMY

You made the right choice Josh. I’m sure they’ll be alright, we were captured, they might have been too. 

ADAM

Tommy’s right, we just need to re-group at the moment.

Suddenly the van screeches to a halt.

JOSH

Get in the back.

Moments later the van doors open and Takata leaps in, closing the doors behind her. The van starts again, heading off. 

TOMMY

I see I see you made it.

JOSH

Takata, where’s Helen?

TAKATA

The Thorn people, they have her. Your other friends, I do not know what happened to them.

There’s a dark cloud over the group now, they may have got the artefacts but there’s been one hell of a price to pay. The van drives away as we fade to black. A caption fades up reading “28th October 1994”.

     Thorn Cavern: Candles blow from some slight breeze as the leaders of Thorn gather. Clark enters, looking noticeably concerned but trying to hide it. Willow watches him with suspicion. Kane stands tall and proud. Reinette watches as the three Overseers of Thorn enter, their faces all masked in shadows.

MIB

The events of the previous day are regrettable. Clark you were responsible for security of the artefacts.

CLARK

Michael was at Waylin Manor, I believed they were safe. I was currently securing the other items. As was Kane. I make no excuses, these are just the facts.

MIB

Fortunately Willow secured a hostage. Time and again he has proven his abilities. He has become as respected as his father within the cult.

MIB/ROGER

Therefore we have chosen him to lead the ceremony. 

CLARK

As you wish.

Kane looks somewhat annoyed though not really surprised.

WILLOW

How will we regain the stolen artefacts?

MIB

The pieces are already in place. This game is coming towards an end. Thus we will now inform you as to the location where the ritual shall take place.

Clark’s expression is stern and cold as we cross fade to Haddonfield. It’s early morning and we see a car pulling up in the outskirts of the town. The door swings open and a boiler-suited figure climbs out.

     Blankenship House: We move through the front door where we see Mrs Blankenship on the telephone to someone before moving upstairs, round the corner and into Tommy’s room where Tommy is sat, staring at his wall of Michael news clippings. Takata is asleep on a camp bed on the floor. 

     Haddonfield Police Station: Sheriff Holdt is seen slamming his phone down as Deputy Cal Kinmont enters the room, approaching his boss.

CAL

You wanted to see me, sir?

HOLDT

We’ve got a report on some stolen property Kinmont. I want you to take Phillips and go pick up Josh Jamison

CAL

That FBI women’s brother?

HOLDT

Seems he’s been involved in some after dark activities. Breaking and entering, stealing of antiques, perhaps worse.

CAL

I’m on it sir.

HOLDT

Knew I could count on you.

Cal nods and leaves the office as Holdt cracks a sinister smile. We crossfade to:

     Jacobs Residence: We see Adam and Rose both sat on a sofa, Rose in floods of tears as Adam tries to comfort her. We pan back into the next room where Josh is sat, burning anger on his face. He looks at a photograph of him and Helen together which is stuck on the fridge.

JOSH

We’re coming for you Helen, don’t worry. They touch one hair on your head and they won’t live to regret it.

As Josh hits his fist against the wall in frustration we crossfade again to:

     Thorn Cell: Hunched in the corner of a darkened cell we see Helen. But she isn’t alone. There’s three others. A beaten and bruised man wearing a familiar uniform... worn by the Nazi’s in episode 5.19. A young, terrified teenager of no older than sixteen. And a man in torn Thorn robes, beaten and bruised. As they sit a hatch on the door slides open and Greg appears there.

GREG

Hope you all enjoy your stay. Because in a few days the equinox is gonna be here. And then we celebrate. And you four… you all burn.

Greg cracks a smile and slams the hatch shut, leaving the four of them swamped in the darkness. Helen clutches a pentagram worn round her neck and looks upwards.

HELEN

Goddess protect me.

We crossfade again to Clark talking with Gerald in a empty store room. The Halloween music that has started drowns out their words but we see Clark lift a syringe and go to inject Gerald. Gerald staggers a moment then collapses. Clark turns and heads from the room. 

     And then we crossfade for the last time to see Kane Manson in a darkened chamber, sat in front a fire. His eyes glow a bright white as he looks into the deep flames. He cracks a sadistic smile.

KANE

The final game begins.

Fade to black.
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