
Glossary

acronym A rvorc l  l i r rnrec l  l l r l rn  thc in i t ia l  lc t te l  or  le t ters o l 'each rvorc l  in  a

set  o l -u 'orc ls  (c .g. ,  NATO, r 'ac lnr- ) .

a l legory A rncterphor ica l  r rarn 'at i r re in  pnlsc ( ) r ' \ 'c rsc in  rvh ich f ic t ional  f igures

ancl  act i< lns t rs t ra l l r  lep l 'cscnt  t r - t r ths or  ge nela l iz i t t ions abot t t  hunran c. r is tcnce.

a l l i terat ion Tl rc  rcpct i t ion o l 'consonanI  sorrnc ls  at  thc bcginning of  rvords
( [ r r r  exanrple ' ,  r l in l r , r '  rv i  r t t l ) .

ana logy  A  rne thoc l  o l ' exp la in ing  son rc th ing  t rn lnn r i l i u r  bv  t t s i ng  a  con rpu t - i -

sor . r  < l l  s in-r i lar ,  r .norc lanr i l i l r l  th ings,  er  l 'or -nr  < l l  r -cusor t i t . tg  in  uhic l r  onr-  l l r ing is

in l 'er rec l  to  be s inr i la l  to  an() lhcr  th ing in  u ccr ta in r -espect ,  on t l rc  bars is  o{  the

kn<lrvn s i rn i lar i tv  ber t rveen thc t l r ings in  othcr  respects ( l 'o l  cran ' rp le,  pmrt  to

wholc,  svn()nvnr  nncl  antonvm, c leglec,  ( ) l 'cat tse ancl  c f iect ) .

anecdote A br ic l  narrut ivc of  an in tcrest i r rg,  urr t rs tn l ,  or-  b iographical  event

o f t en  used  to  i l l us t ra te  a  po in t .

antonym A rvorc l  o1- lposi tc  in  mclrn inp.  [o  unothct  u 'orc l  ( for-cxan-rp lc ,  gor . ,d

lld bttd).

appeal to authority Call ing on un inclividual rlr othel soLrrcc ers ern crperl to
give credcnce to un nrsrrmcnI  n-rade bv an nt t t l to t -  o l  a  u 'ork.

appeal  to  emot ion Btr i lc l ing an argr lnr( 'n t  r rs i r rg cxpressive language or

other dcvices instcard of pr-csenting evidence.

appeal to reason Call ing on a l 'eaclerrs abil it l  to think in a rartional rvav in

order  to cer l rsc zr  change in h is  or  her  t l ro t rghls .

assonance The closc repctit ion ol'miclclle vorvel sor-rnds (l 'or example, -s1oru1,

and holy).

bait and switch A tactic in rvhicl-r a cLlstomcr is attracted bt- the advertise-

ment o[ a lou'-priced itern but is then encour-aged to buv a higher-priced one.

bandwagon A fallacy in r.vhich one is attracted to a popular party, faction, or

cause that attracts growing slrpport; following the crowd rather than using ev-

idence to just i fu  a conclus ion.

bias An inclination of temperament or or-rtlook; a personal and sometimes

unreasoned judgment.
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blend To combine the sounds represented bv tr,r'o or more letters to pro-
nounce a word such as lgrl in grow; to combine two or more words creating a
nevn'word such as brunch (breakfast plus lunch).

cause and effect An organizational stmcture of text in rvhich there is a de-
scription of events and their causes or consequences. often, a single cause wil l
have more than one effect, and a single event mav have more than one cause.

characterization The rnethod an author uses to create the appearance and
personalitv of imaginary characters in a piece of f iction; often developed by
describing a character's physical appearance, by rcvealing a character's nature
through the character-s speech,  thoughts,  feel ings,  or  act ions,  bv us ing the
speech, thotrghts, leelings, or actions of other char-acters, and by using direct
commcnts lront the narrator.

chronological An organizational stmcture ol tcrt in rvhich events are placed
in thr '  or -der  thev ( )ccLl r  in  t inre.

comparison and contrast An org:rnizational stnrcturc of text based on a de-
scr ipt ion c l l  s imi lar i t ies and c l i f  lerences among two or-  more th ings.

comprehension Tlre process in rvhich u reacler c()nstl 'ucts meaning thror-rgh
interaction r.r, ith tcxt; accuratclv trndcrstanding rr,,hat is rvritten or szrid.

concrete image wor-cls that indLrcc r-cadcrs lo call up "pictures" in their
nr inds br , -  appeal ing to thei r  senscs o l  tnstc,  sr .nel l ,  hcar ing,  touch,  and s ight .

confl ict Thc str-r-rggle bertween opposing lorces thnt brings about the action
rvithin a stolry or dt'anta; can be interna] (r,r,, i t l-r in lt chaructcr') or cxternal (be-
tween a charercter ancl an outsidc fi>rce).

connotation TIre ertt itudcs ancl lcclings assriciatccl rvith a word as opposcd
l ,  i r  r \ r , r ' t l ' s  l i l t . r ' i r l  mcan ing .

consonance The repetit ion of identical consonirnt sounds belbre or alier di[-
f 'crirrg vowel sotrncls (for exampl e, stoke ancl luck).

construct meaning The process of understanding lr 'hat is rcad through the
i n t c r a c t i o n  u i l h  t e r t .

consumer documents Nonliction works such as wan'anties, pr-oduct infor-
rnar t ion,  and inst ruct ionar l  mater ia ls  designed to help one wi th dai ly  tasks.

context clues Inlormation a rearder mav obtain lrom a text that l 'relns con-
frrrn the r-neaning of a word or group of words.

counterargument A point or statement in opposition to the argument being
made.

credibil i ty The- qualitv or state of offering reasonable grounds for being
believed.

cutaway A drawing or model of sornething with part of its outside removed
to g ive a v iew ol ' the ins ide.

decode To analvze spoken or graphic svmbols of a familiar language to as-
cerlain their intended meaning.

definitional footnote A reference, explanation, or commenl usually placed
below the text on a printed page.

denotation The literal or "dictionary" meaning of a word.
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description One of the four traditional forms of composition in speech and

writing that gives a verbal picture of a character and an event, including the

setting in which they occur.

dialect A form of language as it is spoken in a parlicular geographic area or

by a parlicular social or ethnic group.

dialogue A conversation between two or more characters in a work that
gives insight into the characters themselves.

dynamic character A character who undergoes a change during the course

of a story.

evaluative question A question that asks thc responder to make a judgment.

explicit Fullv or clearlv expressed; definite.

fable A story intended to cnforce a useful tr-uth, especially one in which an-

imals speak and act l ike human beings.

fallacy A typical error in reasoning that arises commonlv in ordinar.r dis-

course and renders unsound the argument in which it appears.

figurative language Language enriched by u,ord images and figures of speech.

figurative meaning A svmbolic interpretation ol'wril.ten work.

first-person narration Narration in which the point of view is that ol the'
main character.

f lashback The techniquc of stopping the chronological action in a storv and

shi f t ing to an car l ier  per iod to in t roduce addi t ional  in for-mart ion.

flat character A character with only onc outstandin-e trait clr feature.

focus The center  of  in terest  or  at tent ion;  the main idea.

foreshadowing Giving clues to coming cvents in a narrative.

format The shape, size and general mzrkeup (as o['something printecl).

functional documents Works of nonfiction such :rs how-to books, technical

manuals,  and inst ruct ions.

genre An establishcd class or categorv of artistic composition or l i terature
(such as poctry drama or novcl).

glittering generalities A propaganda technique in which words havc differ-

cnt positive meanings for individual subjects but are l inked to highly valued

concepts.

graphic organizer A method of organization of information that incorpo-

rates diagrams or other pictorial devices.

hyperbole A figure of speech which uses a deliberate exaggeration (fbr ex-

ample, I have told you a mill ion times).

hypothesize To make an asserlion about something assumed but not posi-

tively known.

idiom A figure of speech that is not meant to be taken literally (for example,

it rained cats cLnd dogs.)

imagery Words and phrases that create vivid sensory experiences for a reader.

implicit To be assumed but not directly expressed.
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inference A general conclusion drawn from information that is given.

inferential question A question that asks a responder to drarn' a conclusion.

informational documents works of nonfiction such as transcripts, reports
or journarls.

irony The recognition of the difference between reality and appearance; in-
cludes silualiornl intn,-, in which there is a contrast betrveen what is intended
rrr erperctecl atnd u'hat actuallv occrrrs; verbal irony, in which there is a contrast
bctrveen r,r"lrat is said :-rnd rvhat is actually meant; and dramatic irony, in which
n'ords or-l ictions mlc unc'lcrstood bv the audience but not by characters.

language ' l 'hc 
svstcmalic use of souncls, signs and symbols as a method o{

cor-t-tmur-ricnlion; ir-r rvrit ir-rg, t l 'rc choice of rvords used to convey meaning.

l imited point of view Thc vantage point in which a narrator tells the storv
in thc thir-cl pelson but often confines himself or herself to r. l 'hat is experienced,
t l ro t rght ,  ancl  l i ' l t  bv n s ins le or  l imi ted number of  charercters.

l iteral meaning Thc erctr-ral mezrning of a word or a phr-ase.

l iterary element A corlrpone nt of a piecc of l i terature such as plot or setting
in er stor\'.

main idea The gist ol a perssarge; [he central thor-rght; the chie{'topic <,rf a pas-
sage L:xp|essccl ol in'rplied in a word or phrase; the topic sentence of a parr-a-
g|aph;  a s t i l tc l l tcnI  in  sentence lorm thmt g ives thc stated r t r  impl ied majr t r
topic  o l  l l  p l lssase ancl  the speci l ic  rvzrv the passage is  l inr i ted in  content  o l  ref  -

c l 'cnce.

media Mcl t t rs  r l f  conrntr tn ica l ion,  cspecia l ly  o l  mass cc lmmunicat ion,  such
as books, nc\\ 'spl-lpcr-s, r.nagnzines, rardio, television, motion pictures, arr.rd
t -ecor-d i r rgs.

metaphor A f igr r rc  , l -spccch in which an impl ied compar ison is  made be-
t rveen t r l ,o  t rn l ikc th ings (e .g. ,  l re 's  a t iger) .

monologue Arr ertcnclecl spccch in zr drzrma or a narrative that is pr:escnted
br 'one chur-actcr- .

mood The l 'ccling ti l  utmosphcrc that a writer creates for a reader; a reflec-
t ion o l  etn at r thor- ' .s  ut t i t r rc lc  torvard a st rb ject  or  theme.

narrative Onc ol thc firr-rr traditionil l  l 'or-ms of con'rpositi<tn in speech and
wr i t ing rvhich te l ls  a s t ( ) ra/  or  g ives an account  of  something,  deal ing wi th se-
clLlences ol events and cxperiences, though not necessarilv in strict order.

omniscient point of view The vantage point in u,hich a narrator is removed
lrom the st<tr-v and knows everything that needs to be knorvn.

onomatopoeia wor-cls u'hose sound imitates their suggested meaning (fbr
example, buzz., hiss r.rnd clcmg).

open-ended question A tvpe of question intendcd to produce a free re-
sponse rarther than a direct or one-word response.

parody A li lerar-r' or musical r.vork in which the stvle of an author or work is
closelv imitated lor comic effect or in ridicule.

persona A voicc or character representing a speaker or narrator of a l iterary
work.

personification A figure of speech in which human qualities are attributed
to animals, inanimate objects or ideas (for example, a happl,house).
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persuasive One of the four traditional forms of composition in specch and

writing rvhich nroves the reader by argument or entreatv to a belief or position.

persuasive technique A method used in sperakin-e ol u'r ' i t ing to get an aucli-

ence to agree with the speaker or writer's point ol-r ' ierr'.

plot The careful sequencing of events in a storl '  scne:r:rl lv bri i l t around a con-

f l ic t .  Stages of  p lot  inc lude exposi t ion (background),  r is ing ac l ion,  c l inrax,

fa l l ing act ion,  and resolut ion.

pointof  v iew Thcpcrspect ive orat t i tuc leo{ 'a  n i r r la toro l  a p icccof  l i te lar t t r rc .

prefix An afl ix attachecl bcfot'e a base lr,ord clt 'root, sttch as /L'- in rcprittt.

primary source Firsthand inlorrnertion, slrch zrs an clcuitrtess atccotrrtt.

prior knowledge Knorving that stems fronr previ,rus c\pL'r-icncc. Notc.' Prior'

knorn, ledgc is  a kel 'component  o l 'schema theor ics of  rcacl ing cr i rnprc l tcnsion

in spi te of  the redundancv inherent  in  the terrn.

problem-solut ion An orgzrn izat ional  s tn lc turc o[ ' tcr t  t l ' ra l  is  s int i ln l  t ( )  eausc

and e[ ' lbct ,  except  that  orr tcomcs i l rc  a resrr l t  or  s<l l t r l ion of 'u  pcrcc ivcd ncecl  or '

problen-r.

propaganda Tl - rc  sprcacl ing o l  idcas,  in lor t tur t i r in ,  ( ) l -  r ' r . rnr( ' r  lor -  t [ rc  pLl l - ] ) ( )se

of  help ing or  in jur ing an inst i tu t i t ,n ,  causc o l -  per-son.

publ ic  documents Nonl lc t ion mater ia ls  such us ne\ \ 'spapcls,  ec l i to l ia ls ,  ancl
specches.

reliabil i ty Suitable or f it to tre relied on; trtrstu'or-thr'.

resolut ion The point  in  a l i terarr , 'u 'ork at  u, l r ich the chie l  c l lnnrat ic  con' rp l i -

cat ion is  resolved.

rhetor ica l  device A n-rethocl  usecl  in  v , , r i t ing or  speaking in  u 'h ich langtragc

is  used tc l  in l luence or  perst rac le an aucl iencc.

root  word ln  a complex u 'ord,  thc mearninglu l  basc l i r l r r  a l tcr  a l l  a l ' [  i rcs ar t '

removed, such as read in unreadable.

round character  A charactcr  rvho is  compler  ancl  n ' r t r l t i r l i rncnsionnl .

rubr ic  An author i ta t ive set  of '  r -n les u 'h ich can bc r rs t 'c l  as i l  n lcans o[ 'cval r r -

at ion.

sat i re A l i terary technique in rvhich ideas,  c t rs tonrs,  bc l tav iors,  or  inst i t t r -

t ions are ridiculed l 'or thc pllrp()ser of impr-r,r ' ing so1-ig11.

scope The extent of an author' ' .s t leatrlcnt of n sr"rblect.

secondary sotlrce A source that is reporting on ol- annlvzing inlornration

from another source.

sensory details Details that appeal to reader's sc-nsc ol sight, hcarirrg, sn'rcll,

touch, or taste.

sequencing The arrangement in rvhich things follori in a logical order ol a

recurrent pattern.

setting The time and place of the action of a l itelan,u'ork.

sidebar Supplementar"- information that is printed alongside the main tert.

simile A figure of speech in rvhich a comparison is macle bctrveen trvo unlikrr

things using the words l ike or as (for example, she's cLs sh as a fox).

skim and scan To examine or read something quicklyi but selectivelr, for a
particular purpose.
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soli loquy A speech, usually given alone on stage, in which a character speaks
aloud his or her thoughts.

static character A character who does not change during a story.

stereot54ring A standardized mental picture that is held in common by
members of a group and that represents an oversimplif ied opinion, prejudiced
attitude, or uncrit ical judgment.

style An atrthor's distinctive manner of expr-cssion.

subplot The secondary action of a storv that reinforces or contrasts u'ith the
main plot.

suffix An al'f ix arttached to the end ol a base rvord root, such as -ment in
requirernent.

symbol A concrete thing r-rsecl to suggest something largcr-and more abstract.

synonyrn one ol two or mrlre words in a language that have similar mean-
ings (fcrl example, at.rsrrer and respond).

synthesizing question A question Ihat asks a responclcr- to combine separatc
elements in to one concept .

testimonial A propagzrnda techniclue based on quotatir)ns or cndorsements
from f'amous peoplc, in or- out cl[ 'contert, that attcmpts to connect zr famclrs
or respectable- per-son with a prodr-rct or item.

text features Orgernize-rs of written rnaterials such as inclexcs, pref'aces, arp-
pendixes,  def in i t ional  foolnotes,  s idebars,  tzrb les o l 'contcnts,  i l lust rat ions,  or-
photographs.

text structure An author'.s method of organizing al text, (such as scquencing,
compare and contrzrst, causc and ef' lect or problem-soh-rti<tn).

theme A tclpic of discttssion or writ ing; er major- idea brrrad enough to cover
the enlirc sc--ope of a l iterarv r,r, 'ork. lVcrle.' A theme may be statcd or implied,
but clucs to it may be found in the idezrs that zrre given specinl prominence or
tend to recur in a work.

thesis Thc basic elrgllmcnt advancc'd by a speaker or- rvri ler rvho then at-
tempts to prove it; the subject or major argument.

third-person narration N:rrration in which the point of view is that ol 'some-
one outsidc the storv r.vho refers to all characters bv namc or as "he," "she," ancl
"they."

tone The reflection of an author' 's attitude torvarcl his or her subject.

topic The general category or class o{ ideas, often stated in a word or phrase,
to which the ideas of a passage as a whole bel<_rng.

topic sentence A sentence intended to express the main idea in a paragraph
or passage.

transfer A persuasive technique in rvhich a product is associated with some-
thing attractive or respectable.

transitions words and phrases that help explain relationships between sen-
tences and allow a reader or writer to move from one idea to another.

validity A truthful or factual condition; a logical argument; the evidence that
the inferences drawn from test results are accurate.
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Venn diagram A mapping technique using overlapping circles showing fea-

tures either unique or common to two or more concepts.

viewpoint The stance or vantage point from which a story is narated.

visual aid An instructional device, such as a chaft, map, diagram, cutaway

or overlay, that helps a reader to comprehend information.

word families Groups of words with clear relationships (for example, spec-
ify, specifies, and specification).

word origins The history or etymology of words; the meanings of roots and
affixes.

workplace documents Job-related nonliction materials such as memo-

randa, meeting minutes and travel schedules.
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