
Hiking Information

The Pack recognizes those boys who participate in our hiking program – hiking sticks, medals and other awards will be given to boys who complete certain levels of achievement in the hiking program. 

PREPAREDNESS/SUPPLIES 

It is very important to Be Prepared on our hikes - weather and other conditions can change rapidly on a hike, and the higher the altitude, the more rapid and severe the change can be. Please make sure that you have the following with you on all hikes: 

· Permission slip (required) 

· Appropriate shoes/socks (required):  Good ankle protection prevents injury. No dress shoes, high heels, or other "in town" footwear please.  Athletic shoes are permitted but not recommended. 

· Warm Clothing and Rain Gear (required):  Layers of clothing, rather than one heavy jacket or sweater, provide the best protection from the elements.  A wooly cap, second pair of socks, gloves, a scarf, a down vest, pop-and-heat hand warmers. 

· Water Bottle (required):  At least a quart per person, preferably more. We would prefer that the boys carry their own water. 

· Sunscreen (required) 

· Hat (required) 

· Sunglasses (required) 

· Walking Stick 

· Day-pack to carry supplies 

· Snack (required):  We will take a brief break about ½-way through the hike. 

· First Aid:  The hike leader will bring a fully provisioned first aid kit on all hikes in case of an accident, injury, bee sting or other mishap, but parents would be advised to bring their own small first aid kit, with band-aids, sunscreen, first aid/skin cream, etc., as well. 

TIME OF HIKES 

Hikes will be scheduled alternating Saturday and Sunday every other month. Plan to meet at the trailhead at 10:45 on the morning of the hike, so we can collect permission slips and make any important announcements before beginning the hike promptly at 11:00. As hikes vary in length and altitude gain, time of return to the trailhead for each hike will be different. 

HIKE CANCELLATION CRITERIA

The cancellation decision will be made by the Webelos Scout responsible for the hike.  A cancelled hike will be communicated to all of the Den/Patrol leaders in the event of: 

· lighting 

· rain 

· less than 35 degrees F 

· three or more inches of snow 

AWARDS

A walking stick is earned after the completion of five hikes. After the walking stick, scouts earn a metal emblem (medal) for every five hikes completed. 

Hikes can be completed at anytime during the year. If scouts cannot make the group hike dates, they are welcomed to complete the hikes with their dens or families at another time and receive credit. 

Hike Cards, progress cards to track the first 10 hikes completed by a Scout, can be obtained at the trailhead of any Pack hike or from a Webelos Den Leader at monthly Pack Meetings.  Cards will be punched at the trailhead by the Webelos Scout leading each Pack Hike or by a Webelos Den Leader at monthly Pack Meetings.

When a Scout completes his first 5 hikes or subsequent 5 hikes, his Den Leader will notify the Pack’s Advancement Coordinator to have the appropriate award, hiking stick or medal, ordered for the Scout – to be presented at the next Pack Meeting.


