	On the 30th of October, 1983, democratic elections in Argentina saw the election of Raul Alfonsin, a representative of the Radical Civic Union, as president, defeating the Peronist Justicalist party (PJ).  This would not have been a major world event except that this was the first election since the fall of a military junta that had taken power in 1976.  This junta oversaw massive, documented violations of human rights, stagnation of the Argentine economy, and decreases in political freedoms, in the name of "defeating subversion."  The decisive factor was the invasion of the Falklands Islands, or Islas Malvinas, in April 1982.  With the military's failure there, it was discredited and left power.  Because of this military disfavor, as well as economic policies designed to defeat what had been done in years past, Argentina has been able to maintain a strong climate for democracy in the years since 1983.


	The Falklands Islands War, or Islas Malvinas War, succeeded in discrediting the junta to the point where they lost popular support and were forced to transfer power to civilians.  Assuming that the United States would not support Great Britain in this matter, the governing junta (led by General Leopoldo Galtieri) decided to invade these islands.  There was a 150-year-old claim to justify the invasion.  However, the British military, backed by the US, were able to counter the invasion and repel Argentine forces from the islands, mainly due to failings on the part of the junta in logistics, technical training, and strategy.�   Most of the Argentine military machine was destroyed,� and the military command structure was humiliated.  Any respect that the Argentine populace might have had for the junta was destroyed.  According to a State Department official, "they probably would have been happy to stay, but it was not politically possible for them to remain in power."�  This led to the elections in 1983, and the rise of Alfonsin.


	There were problems for the junta before the Falklands/ Malvinas crisis — problems with the economy, and a lack of popular backing.  The primary problem with the Argentine economy was foreign debt.  According to an Argentine government official, it hit $45 billion before the fall of the junta, and Argentina was ranked with Brazil and Mexico as the primary Latin American debtor nations.�  There was also a problem with state-owned enterprises that would continue into the 1980s under President Alfonsin.  Businessmen in 1981 saw too many bankruptcies, huge debt and high interest rates which led them into conflict with the junta.�   The other problem for the junta, that precipitated the invasion of the Falklands, was a lack of public confidence in the government.  For example, Poneman writes that "the economic mess sapped the military government of the support it needed to govern."�   There was also a good deal of fear among the general public of "disapperances" or desaparecidos, people swept up by government security forces and never seen again.  This was the best-known of the human rights violations of the junta, and aided in their downfall.�   The weekend before the invasion, on March 30, fifteen thousand demonstrators took to the streets to protest the lack of political liberties.�  These liberties were not granted, but according to Alejandro Dabat, the protest led to the invasion of the Falklands/ Malvinas a week later, so that the army would change "from the army of the 'dirty war'...into patriots bent on recovering for the nation a portion of territory under imperial occupation."�  The defeat of the army destroyed whatever glory it had maintained, throwing it into disarray�, and the lack of public confidence forced the junta to relinquish power.


	Raul Alfonsin, the elected successor to the junta, succeeded in maintaining democracy but had to deal with severe economic problems.  His economic problems were inherited:  an excess of state ownership of production dating back to Peronist days, and the foreign debt from the junta.  State ownership led to massive amounts of inflation — the worst economic problem for Alfonsin.� There were also problems with unemployment and low wages that led to unrest, not to mention the fact that Argentines responded to the economic problems by not investing.�   By the middle 1980s, inflation had spiraled to over 600%, to the point where the government had to issue a new currency, the austral, in 1985.  With this came price and wage freezes, but by 1989 inflation had set in again, and these economic woes aided the opposition candidate, Carlos Menem, in his election campaign.�


	Alfonsin's moves to placate the military succeeded in keeping them out of politics, even if the laws he promulgated were unpopular.  These laws, which stemmed from the negotiations to end the junta, were the Punto Final (Last Stop) and the Due Obedience laws.  These were put into effect after the prosecution of former junta members to, according to Wynia, "put the entire matter behind him [Alfonsin] and his government as quickly as possible."�  However, there was a large portion of the civilian populace anxious to exact revenge for what happened between 1976 and 1983, and these laws prevented that.�  Nonetheless, the Punto Final and Due Obedience laws served their purpose in that they took away a major reason for the military to interfere with the civilian government — to protect itself.�  In this respect, Alfonsin was successful, because the military was unable to affect politics and elections throughout his term until he handed over power to another directly-elected civilian president, Carlos Menem, of the opposition party.


	During the middle to late 1980s, the military lost all political power, incapacitating it from any way to interfere with the democratic process.  The Punto Final and Due Obedience laws were one way the military was precluded from obstructing civilian rule.  Another way of lessening the military's role was through major budget cuts, which military officers resented a great deal.�   The army had already been discredited, and after the cuts in the budget, supplemented by the end of the draft in 1990, it lacked the force structure to interfere at all.  The last time it tried this was the Carapintaba revolt in Easter 1987.  The Carapintabas were paratroops who painted their faces with camouflage paint (thus the name).  Under the command of LTC Aldo Rico, they took a military base, the Campo de Mayo, outside of Buenos Aires, and protested attacks on the military by civilians.  However, the bulk of the military was behind President Alfonsin,� and he succeeded in putting down the coup.  This was the last time that the military rose up against the civilian government, and since has been subordinate to governmental authority.�  Also given the loss of respect suffered by the military among the Argentine people after the Falklands, it has become improbable if not impossible for the military to interfere.


	President Carlos Menem's privatization policies reformed the Argentine economy, making challenges to democracy implausible, and he followed Alfonsin's lead in reinforcing democracy.  When he was elected in 1989 from the opposition party to the Radicals, the economy was in a shambles.  Menem's answer to the economic problems was a bit more drastic — he privatized almost all state-owned companies, and engaged in "austerity policies."�  These policies have been successful, according to one US government who stated that Argentina's economic forecast is good, primarily because of privatization.�  At the same time, Menem has improved Argentina's standing with the United States, which has made it easier for them to get loans through the IMF and World Bank.  And with the military's weakening, he has been able to strengthen democracy.  There was one constitutional issue which arose in 1994.  Menem wanted to run for a second term, but was prohibited to do so by the constitution.  So he put together a political agreement (including both Peronists and Radicals�) for a constitutional amendment and was able to get it ratified.  That was why he has not stepped down from office yet, although he is unable to run for a third term in the upcoming elections.  In all, democracy in Argentina has been successful, and elections are set for next October pitting the Radicals and Peronists against each other.


	Argentina is not a perfect example of a democracy — there are significant problems with the judiciary and police forces.  Because both were coopted by the junta from 1976-1983, they are not respected by the populace.  The police force is poorly trained, and the judiciary is "subject to political influence."�  To quote Daniel Poneman, "In popular perception, policemen are corrupt, judges biased, and attorneys unscrupulous."�  There are still lingering problems from state-owned corporations, which suffer from mismanagement and low salaries�, but this is less of a problem since Menem's privatization measures.  However, elections are free and fair, there are established broad-based political parties that date back to before military rule, and a military that is subordinate to civilian authority.


	Since the end of military rule in 1983, Argentina saw a sudden transition to civilian rule in some respects.  In others, such as the military and in state ownership of production, the transition took longer, and in others like the police, it is still occurring.  However, prospects for Argentina are generally good.  There is no realistic threat of a coup because not only does the military have no reason to intervene, but it does not have the capability, either.  And unlike, for example, Chile in 1973, there is no popular call for military intervention� .  The failure in the Falklands, economic chaos, and gross human rights violations have left the Argentine people unlikely to wish to revert back to what they had in the late 1970s.�
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