Lincoln Coach Decides to 

Cut Job for Kids
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Earlier this year, the father of four children aged 13 to 6 agonized for months before finally deciding it was time to step down after 20 years as head coach of the Lincoln High School fast-pitch softball team.

Before he and his wife, Liz, started a family, Enos was busy coaching a sport for every season, along with serving as Lincoln's music teacher and band director, enjoying every opportunity to extend his love of teaching outside the classroom.

His desire to be there for his growing family being equally as strong, however, Enos has steadily cut back on those outside commitments over the years.

He gave up his job as the school's girls basketball coach when his second child, Samantha, was born, then lasted five years as the freshman football coach before deciding he was spreading himself too thin after the arrival of his third child, Michael.

Finally, last spring, Enos came to the difficult decision that the softball coaching job would have to go, too.

He says he had a light-bulb moment while coaching third base one cold, windy spring afternoon. 
"I'm thinking about how my son has hockey and my daughter has soccer and whether I'm going to be able to get there, and all of a sudden it dawned on me that I'm not totally into this game," said Enos, who also has a son, Derek, and a daughter, Abigail. "And, I mean, what do we always tell our players -- to stay focused on the game. I didn't want to be shortchanging these girls. Still, the longtime coach spent the next few months wrestling with the decision. These kids deserve somebody who doesn't have these distractions."
He had to come to grips with leaving a program that he and assistant coach John Bruckner had painstakingly transformed from a slow-pitch team into one of the state's more respected fast-pitch ball clubs.

Enos, who credits the strong support of his wife for being able to continue coaching as long as he has, had especially enjoyed working with this current group of softball players, even though the team had struggled over the past couple of seasons. He worried that the girls would think he was bailing out on them just because times were a little tough.

"The word quit doesn't sit well with me," he said.

Each year, Enos looked forward to the challenge of a new season and the opportunity to use sports to help student-athletes achieve something that they might never have thought possible.

"I've had players tell me that I was like a second dad to them," he said. "That's powerful when a kid says that. And you always wonder, 'Who's the next kid going to be that you can have that kind of an effect on.' But sooner or later, you've got to say, 'My kids have to come before someone else's kids.' Believe me, it wasn't easy. It was really hard, and as the season approaches, I'm sure it's going to be tough. But at the same time, I can't look back."
                                                                                                                                       Alex 5
