
1. Be ready at the pole unmounted
with your horse. Describe to the 
Judge how to approach another 
horse while mounted. Never 
approach closely from behind. 
Make sure other horse can see 
your horse.
2. Show how to check the fit of 
your girth. Slide hand between it 
and the lower belly
3. Walk your horse into the ring 
past the pole. Halt. 
4. Mount your horse, with 
assistance if necessary.
5. Walk to Cone A. Halt.
6. Drop and regain stirrups without 
using hands.
7. Trot to Cone B. Halt.
8. Walk over ground poles in a 
two point position.
9. Trot to Cone C. Reverse at the 
trot and continue to Cone D.
10. Halt.
11. Say Thank You to the Judge 
and listen for further instructions.
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1. Be ready at the pole with your horse in 
hand. 

2. Explain how to fit the proper length of 
your stirrup. Both sides should be equal. 
Hang leg down and see where it lays 
compared to the ankle. Should be between 
the anklebone and the heel. Explain how 
you would adjust the length of your girth 
while mounted. Move leg forward past the 
knee. Lift the saddle flaps and adjust the 
girth straps. 

3. Explain precautions you should take while 
riding in a group. Wait until everyone is 
mounted. One horse length. Red ribbon for 
kicker. Cross roads all at once (single file 
preferred)

4. Walk your horse to cone A. 
5. Trot to Cone B.
6. Trot a simple circle. Halt. Lengthen your 

reins.
7. Walk to Cone C. Drop your stirrups while 

walking. Pick up your stirrups without 
using your hands. Halt. Shorten your reins.

8. Back four steps. Turn left ¼ turn.
9. Trot to the pole. Halt and turn left.
10. Walk a Figure 8. 
11. Trot a Figure 8.
12. Halt.
13. Answer the Judge’s questions concerning 

the tack on your horse and the reasons for 
its use. Thank the Judge.

14. Go to the Wrap Station and demonstrate 
how to properly apply a shipping wrap 
with assistance.
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Performance Levels 1 and 2 Riding Test

1. Study and practice your riding pattern before you come.

2. If you need someone to call out your pattern, please tell the Judge.

3. You must pass Level 1 before taking Level 2.

4. Study and know the answers to the informational questions before
you come to the testing.

5. Make sure your horse is well groomed and your tack and clothing are 
clean.

6. Make sure you are wearing safe and neat attire. You must have an
ASTM/SEI helmet and hard-toed riding shoes.

7. The mane and tail of your horse should be combed and free of debris. 
In addition, appropriate areas of your horse should be trimmed as 
suitable to your riding discipline.

8. You can perform the test English or Western.

9. Your mom or dad can not help you while you are taking the test. You 
must be able to do this on your own.


