Grammar 1

S.V.O.

Tense




Aspect




Voice

time




simple/progressive


active/passive

progressive: 
- not permanent 

- gradual development: It was getting colder and colder.



- Beschreibung (scene setting)

- Annoyance of habits : she was always  complaining

While/As I was ....ing a bird ....(simple past)

will-future: spontaneous, cannot be known before, doubts, uncertainty, not planned

going to: fixed plan(feste Absicht)

verbs of 
action (simple/progressive)
+ adv.



state    simple


+ adj

(Verben der Wahrnehmung)

can you see/hear it ?(right now!)

prepositions followed by nouns or gerunds

Past




Active




Passive


Simple past
I drove

I was driving


I was driven
I was being driven

Pres. perf.
I have driven
I have been driving

I have been driven
---------

Past perf.
I had driven 
I had been driving

I had been driven
---------

Simple Past 

= Zeit vorbei

Present Perfect
= Zeit andauernd

Indicators

Simple Past





Present Perfect

In 1985





since xmas ( =>until now)



On my last birthday




for the last 20 years

Last December/year/week



this year/month /week

never (in my life)

SEIT/BIS

I have been looking for a car

for four weeks

(period of time)






since April 

(specific date)

I’ll keep looking 


until I find one.
(ab jetzt kontinuierlich bis dahin)

I’ll buy it
by Friday

(bis zu einem einmaligen 

Zeitpunkt/bis spätestens)

Up to that point he hadn’t understood[but from then on he did](bis dahin-Veränderung)

He has eaten six bananas since breakfast. (emphasis on number)

He has been eating bananas all day. (emphasis on eating)

Why are your hands black? – I have been putting coal on fire.

(What has brought this about?-Have been + -ing)

Your eyes are red. What have you been doing? Have you been crying?

 (ausgenommen Zustandsverben)

He has not slept alone since the day his mother took his teddy away.(hasn’t happened->no progressive)

He hasn’t been riding to work since the day he lost his driving license.

Zeit

In letzter Zeit= Recently(positive) vs. lately (negative) [difference is getting smaller]

rechtzeitig = in time

pünktlich = on time

schon lange= (a) long (time) ago+ simple past, (long since)

Seit wann?= How long+ pres.perf.?



Since when?(ironisches Nichtglauben)

Since (sth.) happened , (something else) has happend.

Inversion occurs

a) short answers of agreement: neither do I; so have I.; so am I.

b)in conditionals: Should you see him, tell him…

c)after negative adverbs appearing at the beginning of the sentence: never, nowhere, scarcely,     only when/only if, not only, seldom

Grammar 2

Auxiliary & Modal Verbs

Defective auxiliary verbs: can, could, must, might, may , (I) used to, will-would, shall-should, ought to[infinitives of all tenses w/out {to}

Full verbs + auxiliaries:

 
short answers(Yes, I do); question tags (isn’t he?)





have

additional agreement(so do I/I do, too.)


be
modals: necessity, obligation, possibility, ability, 

do
speculation, prohibition, permission, recommendation

Modals

Must




have to

Personal commitment on 

generally accepted necessity or obligation with which the 

the part of the speaker


speaker may or may not agree

e.g.: I must ring Bob.


Cars have to be tested once a year.

Absence of necessity

Needn’t (no necessity)

don’t have to (absence of personal obligation)

Need not/ don’t need to

haven’t got to

It’s not obligatory

Not required to 

Didn’t need to



didn’t have to Vs. needn’t have done 

(did do it, w/out obligation)

can/could (more polite)

was able to /could 
She was able to climb through the window(small)(action performed)




She     could
  climb through the window(it was open)(general ability)

Negative deduction: he can’t have/couldn’t have…(written that)

May/might: permission(formal), possibility, supposition

Sollen

Moralisch, sittliche Verpflichtung

-should/ought to

(past: should have)

(Politicians ought to set a good example)

Rat

-had better (you’d better)

(You had better go to the doctor)

Fester Plan für die Zukunft

- to be to (formal)

(The Queen is to visit A. in June/ The hospital is to be opened by the mayor)

Erfülltes Schicksal in der Vergangenheit

(He was to be the greatest poet in Europe)

Hörensagen 

-to be said to be; to be reported to be(more formal)

(He is said to be very rich)

Erwartungen / Vermutungen  von anderen / eigentlich

-to be supposed to 

(she’s supposed to be doing her homework[I doubt it])

(He was supposed to phone in the morning[did’t do it])

(What’s that supposed to mean?)

Gebot, Gesetz

-You are to go to the principal at once

-You must go to the principal at once

-the society shall elect a new president every a years (very formal)

Vorschlag

Shall I …? (=soll ich… ?)

Conditional Sentences
Conditional clause (Indicative)

main clause
If + present



+ future

If + imperfect


+ 1st conditional

If + past perfect


+ 2nd conditional
Type 1: idea in the future (reliable/probable)

(if I have time I’ll help you)

(If she comes, give her the ticket) [if + present + imperative]

Type 2: hypothetical idea in the present(imaginary)

(If I had wings I would fly)

NB:
Anatevka-rule: If I were a rich man…. [to be=>subjunctive]




  She talks as though she were his mother.

In written and formal spoken English the subjunctive form “were”is used in the “if-clause” with the word “ to be” and “as though”

Type 3: hypothetical/imaginary situation in the past & its consequences 


(if she had won the prize she would have gone to America.)

Type 0: generalizations about the world


 If + present + present


(if you heat ice it melts [general statement]vs. If you heat this ice cube it will melt)

variations on the basic pattern

1. time sequence

according to meaning 6 context the time sequence may vary

(if he had worked harder he would be wealthier now.)

(if you knew me better you wouldn’t have assumed that9

(if he has (just) missed the train he will not be here until 12 o’clock)

2. use of modal verb in the main clause

(if he makes a good impression he might get the job)

3.
degrees of likelihood (tentativeness)
If you should 

Should you

If you happen to

Should you happen to

4. unwillingness
(if they won’t accept the cheque, I’ll have to pay cash)[nicht: nicht tun, sondern weigern/ nicht wollen]

5. obstinacy
(if you will drink that stuff you must expect to get ill.)[unbedingt wollen /darauf bestehen]

6. extreme politeness

(if you would care to come this way…)

Indirect/ Reported Speech

If the introductory verb is in the present tense the sequence of verbs in reported speech do not change. e.g.: ”He is very odd”=>She says he is very odd.

If the introductory verb is in the past it is usual to back-shift :

Present


Simple Past

Simple Past



Present Perfect

Past Perfect

Past Perfect

Future


Conditional 1

Conditional 1

Conditional 2

Conditional 2

Change of time markers if time frame has changed

Tomorrow 
 
=> the next day, the day after, the following day

Yesterday

 
=> the day before, the previous day

Next year 

 
=> the following year

The week after next
=>in 2 weeks time

Exceptions:

If reporting a “universal truth” it is not usual to back-shift.

e.g.: “Water runs downhill” => he said that water runs down hill.

“ I love her” 

=> He said he loved her.

“ I do love her”

=> He said he did love her (jetzt, mit Betonung)

“I loved her”

=> He said he had loved her.

N.B.: It is not necessary to back-shift in temporal adverbial clauses.

Relative Clauses

Defining vs. non-defining

A defining relative clause mustn’t be separated by a coma.

A non-defining relative clause (which could be left out of the sentence) must be separated by 2 commas.(or 1 comma + period)
The houses in San Salvador will be pulled down.

a) The houses are damaged. (defining)

b) The houses  are architecturally interesting.(non-defining)

The houses in San Salvador which were damaged in the earthquake will be pulled down.

But: the houses in San Salvador (which were damaged), which are architecturally interesting , will be pulled down.

Wer nach England kommt, wird...

Anyone that/who

statement vs. question: who on earth goes to E. in winter?

Those who (specific)

[whoever- wer auch immer (wenn überhaupt)]

Gerunds & Participles

Gerund: 

verbal subject
(substantiviertes Verb/verbales Substantiv) das Singen
Participle:

verbal adjective(Verbaladjektiv)


ein singendes Kind

Participles:

active



passive


Present


playing


being played



Present perfect

having played


having been played

Past


played



------------

1) a broken leg, a fallen leaf

2) abbreviated relative clause(e.g.: The women(who is) dressed in black.)

3) connecting + Focus (pres./pres. perf.):

He was driving down the road. He had a sensation of freedom and joy.

· Driving down the road he had a sensation of freedom and joy.

He robbed a bank. He thought it advisable to leave the country.

· Having robbed a bank he thought it advisable to leave the country.

NB: “being….” Is always causal (because, da)! Never temporal!

Being under age he was not allowed to buy spirits.

*Being 30 he went to America.(at the age of 30)

4) after verbs of sensation (sinnliche Wahrnehmung)(Can you smell it burning?)

5) as an extension of certain verbs

remain/lie/sit/stand/come/go (He remained seated)

6) NB: The subject of the participle is normally the subject of the main clause. Be careful about misrelated participles.

*Having overslept the bus went without him. (a bus can’t oversleep)

7) unrelated participles: participle with its own subject

(the war being ended, reconstruction could begin.)

(there being nothing more to do, everybody left the scene)

8) idiomatic use of participles without a subject

roughly speaking/judging by/considering/ talking of/ speaking of/ what about

Gerund

He began to read the article.—He began reading when he was five.

Gerund vs. Infinitive

a)She remembered

posting the letter 
(she has posted it)





to post the letter
(she must still post it)

b) He tried to climb the wall.

 Advice: Try cleaning it with salt.

c) We regret [to inform you of the death of our director]   (müssen)

   I regret telling her about my problems.


(gesagt zu haben)

d) She hated him to pay for the meals 

(wenn)

    

    taking over her live


(dass)

e) To clean the car yesterday would have been a waste of time.(specific event)

    Cleaning the car is a waste of time



(general)

f) He is sure he will pass the exam.


He thinks

he will pass .
             to pass the exam.


Other people think



