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                                              Part Five: Battle in Serpentis Desert











      The Serpentis Desert lies on the dark hemisphere of Eternia and is home to Snake Mountain.    Centuries ago King Hiss controlled the Serpentis Desert from Snake Mountain with a dark influence.     In the present times the Serpentis was nothing more than  wasteland with certain areas prone to volcanic activity every now and then.        Stratos and his birdmen forces had intercepted Horde comm traffic between Hordak and his loyal warrior Leech to take an army of Horde Troopers and establish a base of operations within the Serpentis giving the Horde their first foothold on the planet.     After hearing this Stratos diverted his forces from their previous destination of Castle Grayskull and turned them to the Serpentis Desert to try to thwart the possible threat the Horde could unleash if they could create a base camp on Eternian soil.








      Thousands of birdmen flew through the darkened skies of the Serpentis Desert searching the ground for any signs of Horde activity.    Each birdman was able to glide through the air thanks to long wings that protruded from their forearms and with the aid of jet packs they were able to soar faster   increasing their travel time through the Eternian skies.     Stratos soared just beside the Wind Raider aircraft of his human wife Delora.   Her long dark hair flowed about in the wind as she manuvered her aircraft with great skill.     Stratos gave a quick glance over to his wife and flashed her a loving smile.     Delora met her husband's gaze and flashed an equally as loving smile.       Just then a birdman scout shouted out  "Incoming ground fire!"      Stratos quickly turned his gaze downward to the ground hundreds of miles below.    He saw thousands of robotic Horde Troopers turning their blaster rifles skyward and opening fire on the approaching birdmen.       The crimson laser bolts lanced upward and struck down a few birdmen.








      Stratos then looked to Delora and ordered  "Pull away from this position and hang back a few miles.    We can handle this."          Delora nodded and said   "This time but only this once.    Next time I shall fight along side you my love."       Delora turned her Wind Raider around and flew off as Stratos shouted out  "Bridmen!    Descend and open fire!    We must not leave any Horde soldier standing this day!"       The thousands of birdmen began descending downward towards the desert floor all the while dodging crimson laser fire from the Horde Troopers.          Then, once they got within firing range, all of the birdmen pressed down the launch buttons in their handheld jet pack controls.        Missles launched from the jet packs and screamed down towards the robots.       The missles rained down on the helpless Troopers and detonated on impact sending metal debris into the air as they ripped apart the machines.        Several of the birdmen flew just above ground level and struck down Troopers with powerful punches and kicks.       Leech was among the confusion.     He reached down for his belt communicator to call for help but he was struck down by a powerful punch as Stratos rammed into him fist first.        Leech landed face first on the ground and his communicator slid along the ground out of arms reach.    Just as Leech reached for it Stratos stomped down hard on the communicator smashing it into pieces.        Leech looked up angrily at Stratos and jumped to his feet with sword in hand.     "You made a big mistake coming here."          Stratos smirked  "So did you by invading this world in the first place."      Leech viciously swung his sword at Stratos.  The birdman expertly dodged the blow with the speed of an athlete and landed a powerful kick to Leech's chest sending the evil warrior to the ground and sending his sword clattering down beside him.     








       The mass of birdmen swarmed over the Horde Troopers and began to overcome them.      Since the birdmen were  so aerodynamic they could react faster than the ground based Horde Troopers.       Leech glanced about at the fighting.       "Do you see?     Your Horde Troopers are no match for the might  of my people." said Stratos.       Stratos planted a foot down on Leech's chest pinning him to the ground.         Leech looked into the birdman's eyes.     "Get it over with."  he demanded,   "I would rather die in battle than return to my master having failed him."         Stratos smiled down at him.    "If I killed you that would be letting you off too easily.    I think you should rot for the rest of your days in an Avion prison cell for your crimes."        With that Stratos flipped the evil warrior onto his stomach and pulled out a long rope.     In a few seconds Leech's hands were tied behind his back and was on his knees.        The birdmen continued ripping the Horde Troopers to shreds as the bound Leech and the triumphant Stratos looked on.        "This is only a set back.    Lord Hordak shall take this world and kill all of you."          Stratos smirked  "Not likely.   Hordak hasn't seen what the people of Eternia are made of yet."














         The Sorceress sat upon her throne inside the Castle Grayskull throne room and looked to He-Man as he looked out a window at the allied forces of Eternos and Snake Mountain as they continued to wait for the Horde strike force that could be coming at any moment.      The Sorceress got up from her throne and quietly walked over to He-Man and laid her hands about his shoulders.       "I too mourn for the people of Eternos.    Especially for you Adam."           He-Man turned to face her with a stone faced look .      "Then you can mourn for the both of us.    I will only mourn the dead once this war is over."             The Sorceress looked deep into Adam's eyes and saw the pent up rage deep within the warrior's heart.   "You are repressing your feelings.   Why?"           "I'm saving all of my anger  for when I face Hordak.     It will lead to his destruction."  answered He-Man.       A worried look came across the face of The Sorceress.    "Do not let the hostile feelings you have towards Hordak consume you otherwise  you will be lost to all of us forever."         He-Man felt the concern of The Sorceress and let a gentle smile grace his lips.   "Don't worry.   That shall not happen."





    Just then a cloaked figure entered the room.     Through the shadows He-Man thought it was Eldor finally come to tell him what he needed to do to destroy Hordak and the Sword of Rakash but at second glance he was wrong as the figure came into the light.         It was She-Ra, his sister, with her long dark cloak about her and dressed in her standard battle gear.    "Adora." was the only word that escaped He-Man's lips.      She-Ra's emerald green eyes met He-Man's blue.     "I have come to help you dear brother.        I saw Hordak kill our father and capture our mother in a vision."               He-Man nodded.     She-Ra moved closer to her brother and embraced him tightly.      "Hordak will be punished for his horrible crime towards our family." whispered She-Ra.     "Definitely." answered He-Man.








 


